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Record 
crowd as 
fans cheer 
Saints up! 

See pages 6-7 | 




J SAINTS 4 COVENTRY 0 

SAINTS are back in the big time. 

Nigel Adkins and his team secured promotion to 
the Premier League with a final day hammering 
of Coventry at St Mary’s. 

Any early nerves were settled by two goals in the 
space of three first half minutes as Billy Sharp and 
^ Jose Fonte put Saints 2-0 up. 

Full of confidence and knowing that promotion was 
all but assured, Saints were rampant in the second 
half with Jos Hooiveld and Adam Lallana adding fur¬ 
ther goals. 

■ Match report: see pages 2-3 


CLINCHER: Jos Hooiveld, centre, celebrates scoring Saints’ third goal against Coventry and with it promotion to the Premier League. 


SAINTS 



Rickie overwhelmed 
by promotion 

See page 5 


NON-LEAGUE 



Totton chairman: we 
DO want to go up 

See pages 24-25 


CRICKET 



PS' 
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Stalwart Nigel’s 
Hampshire memories 

See pages 42-43 


JUNIOR FOOTBALL: 
PAGES 38-39 



CLUB LOUNGE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


EXCELLENT PARTY ANO 
MEETING VENUE. 

QUALITY IN HOUSE CATERING 

PRICES ON REQUEST. 



EARLY BIRD SEASON 
TICKET OFFER 

Purchase before 31st July 
£99 Adults 

£69 Students & Senior Citizens 
£35 Under 16 s 
Under 7's go free 


Contact Shauna Taylor or Mark Jewell on 02580 B135B1 
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SAINTS have been promot¬ 
ed to the Premier League. 

Nigel Adkins and his team 
secured back-to-back promo¬ 
tions with a final day 4-0 ham¬ 
mering of Coventry at St 
Mary’s. 

Even before the game there 
seemed little hope of anything 
other than the win Saints 
needed to ensure a return to 
the top flight which they left 
seven years ago and it certain¬ 
ly proved that way. 

Any early nerves were set¬ 
tled by two goals in the space 
of three first half minutes as 
Billy Sharp and Jose Fonte put 
Saints 2-0 up. 

Full of confidence and know¬ 
ing that promotion was all but 
assured, Saints were rampant 
in the second half against an 
already relegated Sky Blues 
team. 

Jos Hooiveld and Adam 
Lallana added further goals to 
confirm Saints’ finish in the 
second automatic promotion 
place behind champions 
Reading and ahead of West 
Ham, whose final day victory 
over Hull was of no conse¬ 
quence in the end. 


Adam Leitch 

adam.leitcli@dailyeclio. co.uk \ 

CHIEF SPORTS REPORTSE 



Saints were welcomed onto 
the pitch by an incredible 
reception from the record St 
Mary’s crowd of 32,363 and 
when the game kicked off 
there was a tremendous roar. 

Saints started off the game 
positively and were immedi¬ 
ately pinning Coventry back. 

The early signs were of few 
nerves from the players and 
instead plenty of belief. 

For their part, Coventry were 
banking men up behind the 
ball with a clear intent to make 
themselves as hard as possible 
to break down. 

But for all that it was Kelvin 
Davis who had to make the 
first save after some very poor 
defending from Saints eventu¬ 
ally saw Gary McSheffrey get 
in a near post shot that needed 
turning behind. 

Carl Baker slashed wide 


when in a lot of space on 14 
minutes before Saints’ first 
effort, which was a long dis¬ 
tance strike from Danny Fox 
that was a long way wide. 

Saints did get the lead they 
had so craved on 16 minutes. 

Jose Fonte broke forward 
from the centre of defence and 
fed the ball to Guly do Prado 
on the right. 

He looked up and curled a 
pass back to Adam Lallana on 
the edge of the area who need¬ 
ed no second invitation to fire 
in a first time volley. 

Joe Murphy looked to have it 
covered but it took a little flick 
off Billy Sharp, who had 
instinctively thrown a leg out 
and it deflected in for 1-0. 

Promotion was virtually 
done and dusted just three 
minutes later as Saints dou¬ 
bled their lead. It came from a 




SAINTS SUBS 
BIALK0WSKI, HARDING, 
CORK, PUNCHEON, 

DE RIDDER. 


COVENTRY 

I, JEFFERS, 
ROBERTS, HENDERSON, 
PLATT. 


NIGEL Adkins made two changes to 
the side which lost to 

Middlesbrough for the final day 
automatic promotion decider against 
Coventry City. 

One change was enforced with 
Richard Chaplow unavailable for the 
game after injuring his hamstring in 

TEAM NEWS 

the defeat at the Riverside Stadium. 

He was replaced on the right of mid- 
field by Guly do Prado. 

The other change was tactical with 
Morgan Schneiderlin coming into the 
centre of the Saints midfield and 

Jack Cork dropping to the bench. 
Jason Puncheon also got a recall to 
be among the subs. 

As expected, 17-year-old defender 
Jordan Willis started his first game 
for Coventry with the unenviable 
task of keeping quiet the 
Championship’s best strikeforce. 



corner as Danny Fox curled it 
in left footed high and looping 
from the right and Fonte was 
allowed so much space to get 
in a diving header. 

It fired straight down into the 
turf and bounced too high for 
the man on the line, who 
couldn’t prevent Saints from 
making it 2-0. 

You could sense the relief 
inside St Mary’s as the promo¬ 
tion party started to gear up 
with any initial nerves 
blown away, even as Davis 
had to make a save from 
Baker. 

Coventry suffered yet 
another blow as the 
injured McSheffrey 
was forced off on 34 
minutes to be 
replaced by 18-year- 
old Will Roberts. 
Saints were also 
W forced into a 
change through 
injury with 
Dean Hammond limping 
off on 37 minutes to be 
replaced by Jack Cork to 
ensure the young midfielder 
had featured in every league 
game of the campaign. 

Only a terrific block from 
Jordan Willis prevented 
Lallana making things even 


BACK IN THE BIG TIME: MORE SAINTS v COVENTRY REACTION, 
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Saints Spotlight 


TOP-FLIGHT RETURN 

SAINTS 

IN STYLE 




LEFT: Jos Hooiveld 
scores Saints’ third 
goal. 

BELOW: Jose Fonte 
celebrates making it 
2-0 with Guly Do 
Prado and Jos 
Hooiveld. 

RIGHT: Jos Hooiveld 
battles for the ball 
with Coventry’s Conor 
Thomas. 
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more comfortable four min¬ 
utes before half time. 

That proved to be the final 
chance of the first half but 
when the referee’s whistle 
went Saints went off very sat¬ 
isfied with their 45 minutes 
work as they looked to be vir¬ 
tually in the Premier League. 

Coventry made a half-time 
change with Shaun Jeffers 
replacing Gael Bigirimana. 

Do Prado had half a chance to 
try and get himself on the 
score sheet three minutes after 
the restart but the ball in was 
just a bit high and from six 


yards out he headed over the 
bar. 

Saints were looking so confi¬ 
dent and were enjoying them¬ 
selves in the second period, 
Rickie Lambert the next to go 
close with an effort from 20 
yards that flashed wide. 

Sharp made half an appeal 
for a penalty as he went down 
in the area but it looked opti¬ 
mistic and was duly waved 
away by referee Anthony 
Taylor. 

It felt only a matter of time 
until Saints added another 
goal and it came on 59 minutes. 


It was the result of another 
Danny Fox right wing corner. 
This time it was low and 
Coventry failed to clear, the 
ball landed at the feet of Jos 
Hooiveld, who swivelled and 
finished inside the six-yard 
box for 3-0. 

The one-sided nature of the 
game showed few signs of let¬ 
ting up as Saints bagged yet 
another goal just four minutes 
later. 

It was a classic Saints move 
they have used so often this 
season. 

Cork hung a high cross to the 
far post from the ring wing, 
Lambert rose highest to head 
back across goal and Lallana 
stole in to finish side footed high 
into the net from close range. 

Coventry made another 
change through injury with 
Joe Henderson coming on for 
Willis. 

The Sky Blues were at least 
trying to compete despite hav¬ 
ing so many inexperienced 


players on the field and Davis 
had to save from Baker. 

There was a standing ovation 
for Billy Sharp as he was 
replaced on 76 minutes by 
Steve De Ridder. 

The only thing missing was a 
Lambert goal and he picked 
out Murphy from a decent 
opening. 

Jason Puncheon got a late 
run out as he came on for 
Lallana on 83 minutes. 

That proved to be the last 
moment of note until the final 
whistle went. 

At that stage the fans poured 
onto the pitch to celebrate. 

The players didn’t manage to 
get off beforehand and were 
mobbed, with several being 
held aloft by the fans. 

The scenes were utterly joy¬ 
ous with jubilant supporters 
covering every part of the 
pitch, just so happy and so 
relieved to see the club they 
love back in the big time after 
seven long years. 



BATTLE: Dean Hammond in action for Saints 
against Coventry at St Mary’s today. 


ANALYSIS AND FANS’ PICTURES IN MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO 
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“We are Southampton, we’re 
Premier League.” 

It has taken seven years, but final- 
m ly the Saints faithful are singing it 
r again. 

The cry echoed out proudly from 
■| St Mary’s today and penetrated deep 
into the city, as the club celebrated 
an incredible and emotional return 
to the top flight. 

■U Thousands poured onto the pitch 
at the end of the 4-0 demolition of 

* Coventry, hoisting the players onto 
their shoulders. 

It was a display of pure, unbridled 
joy, as every section of the club 
came, to put it in manager Nigel 
s ' Adkins’ words, together as one. 

It was all in such stark contrast to 
*- the scenes on the final day of the 

* 2004/05 season, when Manchester 

* United played the role of execution- 
I er to Saints’ Premier League life. 

“We’ll be back” the fans had defi- 
0 , antly cried after that numbing day. 

Prophecy 

It has taken longer than most 
could ever have imagined, but at last 
j the prophecy has been fulfilled. 

So much has transpired since that 
depressing afternoon - administra- 
"■ tion, a second relegation to League 
One, a ten-point deduction, and 
numerous managerial changes. 

It has been a long and, at times, 
incredibly painful road. 

But as the fans clambered down 
from the stands and lifted their 
heroes up in celebration, it was as if 
many of those miserable memories 
were being completely washed 
away. 

Within seconds of the final whis¬ 
tle, the pitch was completely flood¬ 
ed with supporters. 

They mobbed the players, they 
danced, they hugged, and they 
kissed the turf. 

It was a glorious end to such a fan¬ 
tastic season. 

The scenes were remarkable, as 
the realisation dawned that Saints 
are back in the big time. 

Manchester United, Arsenal, 


Chelsea, Liverpool - that is the com¬ 
pany the club will now be keeping. 

Even Adkins could hardly believe 
it. 

Normally never lost for words, he 
could hardly speak in the minutes 
after the final whistle and had to 
choke back tears in the tunnel. 

Eventually, the players fought 
their way through the crowds and 
back into the dressing room. 

They sprayed champagne, they 
embraced each other and they sang 
together. 

The enormity of their achieve¬ 
ment - winning back-to-back pro¬ 
motions to take them from the third 
tier into the top flight - almost can¬ 
not be understated. 

The celebrations continued as 
they made their way up to the direc¬ 
tors’ box, with Adkins, chairman 
Nicola Cortese, the backroom staff, 


and the players all saluting the 
crowd. 

Promotions have been so rare in 
the history of Southampton 
Football Club - and these moments 
will be treasured by those lucky 
enough to have been inside St 
Mary’s. 

Legacy 

The only sad note was that the 
man who had made it all possible, 
Markus Liebherr, was not there to 
witness the iconic moment. 

This was the day he had bought 
the club for, and the late owner’s 
beaming smile should have graced 
this occasion. It would have lit up 
the day even more. 

But his legacy still burns bright 
and, fittingly, he was not forgotten. 


Liebherr’s name was chanted 
throughout the match, and it 
boomed out from the enormous 
sea of fans on the pitch after the 
game. 

It was a poignant and heartfelt dis¬ 
play of affection from the support¬ 
ers. 

Although there had been the 
potential for tension and nerves, 
the overwhelming atmosphere 
before the game had been one of 
excitement. 

Supporters knew the club stood 
on the brink of the top flight. There 
was no doom mongering, simply an 
air of expectancy. 

And the players delivered in 
style. 

The ground erupted when Adam 
Lallana’s volley deflected off Billy 
Sharp and found the net to put 
Saints in front. 


Any concern that had existed 
immediately disappeared. 

And when Jose Fonte headed a 
second moments later, the party 
really began. 

Saints weren’t going to let it slip 
from that point, and the fans knew 
it. They belted out chant after chant 
and bounced up and down in cele¬ 
bration. 

By the time the second half start¬ 
ed, it was clear that the club were 
only heading in one direction. 

Jos Hooiveld’s goal and a deserved 
strike for the mesmerising Lallana 
served as the icing and the cherry 
on the most delicious of cakes. 

Boos 

The announcement that a record 
crowd of 32,363 had piled into the 
stadium brought a huge cheer. 

The only boos that rang out came 
when the most pointless announce¬ 
ment of the season was relayed over 
the tannoy. 

“Please remain in your seats at 
the final whistle,” the voice plead¬ 
ed. No chance. 

Minutes before the end, the fans 
were already piling down the steps 
to the advertising boards. 

As soon as the whistle was lifted to 
referee Anthony Taylor’s mouth, 
the invasion began. 

It was a magnificent moment, and 
one that will live long in the memo¬ 
ry of all who were part of it. 

Saints are back in the big time... 


ADKINS: MY SAINTS PRIDE 


SAINTS manager Nigel Adkins 
declared himself a “happy man” as 
the Saints thrashed Coventry 4-0 
to secure promotion to the 
Barclays Premier League. 

Two goals from Adam Lallana 
and further efforts from Billy Sharp 
and Jos Hooiveld ensured the 
Saints cleared the final hurdle with 
ease, ultimately finishing only one 


point behind npower 
Championship champions 
Reading. 

Asked to sum up his feelings 
amid a mass pitch invasion at the 
final whistle, Adkins, pictured right, 
said: “Pride, too right it’s pride. 

“A lot of people put a lot of hard 
work in, and for the players trying 
to get off the pitch now, being 


mobbed by our fantastic support¬ 
ers, they deserve all the plaudits 
they get. Since I joined the football 
club, they’ve been tremendous. 

“Everybody at this football club 
has worked their socks off and 
deserve all the praise they get. 

“I’m very proud and honoured. 
We’ve put a lot of hard work in so 
it’s good. I’m a happy man.” 






i 


\ 






BACK IN THE BIG TIME: EMAIL YOUR CELEBRATION 
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I’ve got 
unfinished 
business 
-Davis 


KELVIN Davis said it was “unre¬ 
al” to win promotion to the 
Premier League. 

Davis, who had a spell in the 
top flight with Sunderland in 
2005-06 but endured a difficult 
time, added that he cannot wait 
to return. 

“It’s the top division, it’s where 
we all want to play and try our 
skills and see if we can deal with 
it,” he said. 

“I for one feel like I have unfin¬ 
ished business in there, and my 
message to the lads is just to 
grasp the opportunity.” 


The goalkeeper, pictured, was 
also keen to ensure Nigel Adkins 
got his share of the praise, with 
the manager so often keen to 
deflect it on to others. 

“He’s done brilliantly since he’s 
been here. He’s very calm, very 
collected, and his preparation is 
second to none,” he said. 

“He lets the lads manage them¬ 
selves as well, we’ve all got a 
voice and if we’ve got something 
to say we can say it. He’s a good 
communicator. He deserves 
everything he gets.” 

Lambert I’m 
overwhelmed 

RICKIE Lambert said he was 
‘overwhelmed’ by Saints’ promo¬ 
tion to the Premier League. 

The striker crowned another 
marvellous campaign by being 
named the Daily Echo Player of 
the Season and snatching auto¬ 
matic promotion to the top flight. 

It’s a remarkable turnaround for 
Lambert who looked like he 
wouldn’t ever play above League 
One level until Alan Pardew paid 
£1m to bring him to Saints where 
he has been phenomenal. 

“I can’t believe it. I can’t 
describe this - it’s overwhelm¬ 
ing,” said Lambert after Saints 
sealed promotion with a 4-0 win 
over Coventry. 

“It’s been a long road for me 
personally. 

“To get here means everything.” 


































6 


THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 


Saints Spotlight 





TO ORDER PICTURES GO TO daiiyecho.co.uk/photosaies 

















































SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 


THE DAILY ECHO 


7 


Saints Spotlight 




















































THE 

8 RINK 

Saints Spotlight 



THE DAILY ECHO 


SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 


Ex-Saint 
condemns 
Pompey to 
final loss 

DEXTER Blackstock’s second-half brace 
secured victory for Nottingham Forest as 
Portsmouth bid farewell to the npower 
Championship with a 2-0 defeat. 

The former Saints striker has barely fea¬ 
tured for Forest this season having missed 
over a year of action with knee ligament 
damage, but he ended the campaign on a 
high with his seventh and eighth goals. 

Garath McCleary, who was crowned the 
supporters’ player of the year prior to kick¬ 
off, reached Andy Reid’s cross and provid¬ 
ed Blackstock with a simple tap-in to open 
the scoring 20 minutes from time. 

The forward, pictured below, then 
missed a trio of headers in quick succes¬ 
sion with Pompey goalkeeper Jamie 
Ashdown epitomising their fighting spirit 
with three smart saves. But he was a con¬ 
stant thorn in Portsmouth’s side and was 
rewarded again in the 89th minute with 
another simple finish after Greg 
Cunningham’s shot came straight to him. 

Michael Appleton’s side, whose relega¬ 
tion was confirmed with a 2-1 defeat to 
Derby last week, 
will now drop into 
the third tier for 
the first time since 
1983. 

Forest came 
into the game hav¬ 
ing scored just 19 
times in 22 games 
at the City Ground 
and their profliga¬ 
cy was evident 
early on. 

There may have 
been nothing rid¬ 
ing on the game’s 
outcome but tempers flared at successive 
corners between home full-back Chris 
Gunter and Derby loanee Chris Maguire. 

The former went to ground following a 
tussle with Maguire and appeared to retali¬ 
ate moments later by elbowing the 
Pompey striker, although the incident was 
not picked up by the officials. 

Early in the second half Gunter dispos¬ 
sessed Kelvin Etuhu and squared for 
Blackstock in space but the striker 
snatched his chance and the ball flew over 
the crossbar. 

He did make amends, though, when 
Forest finally broke the deadlock. 

Reid’s far-post cross found McCleary 
and he kept his composure to slide the ball 
across for Blackstock who could not miss. 

He nearly doubled his tally but found 
Ashdown in inspired form with the stopper 
denying three of Blackstock’s headers as 
Forest piled on the pressure. 

If one moment summed up Portsmouth’s 
season it came in the 85th minute. Lee 
Camp made a mess of Maguire’s corner, 
fumbling the ball onto the crossbar and 
into his own net but the assistant ruled the 
ball had already gone out of play as it 
came in. 

And Blackstock heaped more misery on 
the south coast club with his second goal. 

Cunningham met Reid’s corner and 
Blackstock showed his predatory instincts, 
pouncing inside a crowded six-yard box to 
squeeze the loose ball in. 



WHAT a BELTER 

OF A SEASON... 



VIEW FROM THE STANDS 

By Dan Kerins 


THAT was the season that was 
and now it is nothing but 
something you’ll find in histo¬ 
ry books. 

But before the body of 2011/12 is 
cold, let’s look back and pick out 
the best bits. 

As previously mentioned in 
these pages, only the most opti¬ 
mistic expected Saints to be in the 
top two at any meaningful point in 
the season, let alone all if it. 

Coming up from League 1, it just 
seemed a bit fanciful to think we 
were going to arrive in the 
Championship and dominate 
sides - but we did just that. 

The opening game against Leeds 
was a real statement of intent - 
and a bit of a shock if truth be 
told. 

Leeds haven’t been a bad side 
over the last couple of years, so to 
just blow them away was a pleas¬ 
ant surprise and it set the tone for 
much of the season. 

The big away win at Ipswich was 
another big marker which sug¬ 
gested Saints were more than 
comfortable in the higher divi¬ 
sion, but for me it was a month 
later when I actually dared to 
dream about what we might 
achieve. 

RUN WILD 

The demolition of Birmingham 
at St Mary’s was a result that sud¬ 
denly allowed imaginations to run 
wild. Taking apart a team like 
Brum was a massive statement. 

And so it continued. Watford, 
West Ham, Middlesbrough. All 
were brushed aside at St. Mary’s. 

Chaplow’s injury in December 
coincided with a wobble - points 
were dropped, the consecutive 
home wins record lost and the 
failure to hold on to the lead at 
Fratton Park. 

Lambert being banned for three 
games after a very dubious deci¬ 
sion at the Amex certainly didn’t 
help either. 

Was it just a temporary blip or 
had the bubble burst, like the 
inner pessimist suggested it 
would do? 

By the middle of February, we 
had our answer as Saints began to 
find their feet again, buoyed by 
the acquisition of Billy Sharp and 


Tadanari Lee. 

Saints had dropped points dur¬ 
ing that spell, but so had others - 
we were still top. 

Then along came another run: 
Ten games unbeaten until the 
debacle at Bloomfield Road in 
March. 

You can talk about the TV curse 
all you want but sometimes Saints 
have a tendency to perhaps be a 
bit naive and that was one such 
time. 

But they dusted themselves off 
again. The last-gasp equaliser 


against Pompey was annoying, 
more so for who it was against 
rather than what it meant for the 
promotion charge, but the level of 
celebration from that lot down the 
road was quite something to 
behold. 

The Reading game however was 
by far the most annoying of the 
season. We surrendered top spot 
and ultimately the title that night. 
But we’d played a lot better than 
we had been doing and I’d argue 
Saints were the better side on the 
night. They had three chances 


and three goals. You have to 
admit, that’s clinical and when 
you compare it to the number of 
chances we created - yet only con¬ 
verted one. 

We bounced back against 
Peterborough, only to blow it 
against Middlesbrough - for many 
the last week has been the longest 
they’ve ever known as a Saints 
fan. 

And that brings us to Coventry - 
and you don’t need me to remind 
you how that went! 


TO ORDER PICS GO TO: www.dailyecho.co.uk/picturesales 
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Royals’ suffer title hangover 



CHAMPIONS Reading saw 
their promotion party tainted 
somewhat as they fell to only a 
second defeat in 19 at the 
hands of a Birmingham side 
who go into the play-offs full 
of confidence. 

The loss, however, will be 
the last thing on the minds of 
Reading’s players and staff 
when they deservedly lift the 
npower Championship trophy 
back in Berkshire tomorrow 
after a superb season on the 
back of last May’s play-off 
agony at Wembley. 

But Birmingham, unbeaten in 
nine, will take great heart from 
the triumph, which crucially 
moves them up into fourth 
place and with home advan¬ 
tage in the second leg of the 
play-offs against Blackpool - 
with the first leg at Bloomfield 
Road next Friday. 

Substitute Adam Rooney 
grabbed the opener in the 
24th minute before Pablo 
Ibanez, having twice cleared 
off the line, headed against a 
post. 


Blues goalkeeper Colin 
Doyle kept out Ian Harte from 
the spot, and it was left for 
Wade Elliott, pictured, to seal 
victory with a penalty of his 
own. 

City could have inflicted 
Reading’s heaviest defeat of 
the season in injury time but 
Elliott saw a second spot-kick 
parried away by Adam 
Federici. 

The early entertainment 
came courtesy of the 4,134 
Reading faithful who were well 
and truly in party mood, with a 
host of inflatables making their 
way on to the pitch in the early 
stages. 

Royals frontman Simon 
Church almost immediately 
opened the scoring with a 
well-taken volley which flew 
narrowly over the crossbar. 

But it was Blues who broke 
the deadlock midway through 
the half as Rooney converted 
from the middle of the penalty 
area after a great break down 
the left by Nathan Redmond. 

The promising 18-year-old 


whistled a shot of his own nar¬ 
rowly over but it was the hosts 
who were soon clearing their 
lines. 

Adam Le Fondre was clat¬ 
tered by Curtis Davies, with 
appeals for a penalty, but the 
ball passed Doyle and had to 
be hacked off the line by 
Ibanez. 

The Spaniard again came to 
Blues’ rescue before the break 
as he cleared off the line for a 
second time from Le Fondre. 

And Ibanez almost make an 
impact at the other end on the 
stroke of half-time, his header 
from Elliott’s right-wing free- 
kick coming off a post. 

In the second half Ibanez 
needlessly climbed over Alex 
Pearce to concede the first 
penalty of the game. 

Yet Doyle made a superb 
save to his right to keep out 
Harte. 

And the game was soon 
wrapped up in the 75th minute 
as Jay Tabb was penalised for 
handball, leaving Elliott to fire 
home from the spot. 


SAM CONFIDENT OF 

PLAY-OFF SUCCESS 


SAM Allardyce vowed to 
take West Ham up via the 
play-offs after they 
missed out on automatic 
promotion back to the 
Barclays Premier League. 

Southampton’s win over 
Coventry ensured the south- 
coast side held onto second 
spot and followed Reading 
into the top flight despite the 
Hammers beating Hull 2-1. 

Instead Allardyce’s men 
will have to do it the hard 
way, starting with two legs 
against Cardiff, if they are to 
secure promotion. 

Allardyce said: “I stuck my 
neck out when I arrived and 
said we wanted promotion in 
the first season. 

“I’ve got a two-year con¬ 
tract but doing it in the first 
season is important. We still 
have three games to win, and 
we will do it. 

“We’ve had a very good sea¬ 
son considering where we’ve 
come from. In the last few 
years 86 points has been 
enough. Our ultimate goal 
was not achieved, we left 
ourselves too much to do, but 
we’ll wake up tomorrow 
morning and look forward to 


FINAL CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Reading 

46 

27 

8 

11 

69 

41 

89 

Southampton 

46 

26 

10 

10 

85 

46 

88 

West Ham 

46 

24 

14 

8 

81 

48 

86 

Birmingham 

46 

20 

16 

10 

78 

51 

76 

Blackpool 

46 

20 

15 

11 

79 

59 

75 

Cardiff City 

46 

19 

18 

9 

66 

53 

75 

Middlesbrough 

46 

18 

16 

12 

52 

51 

70 

Hull City 

46 

19 

11 

16 

47 

44 

68 

Leicester City 

46 

18 

12 

16 

66 

55 

66 

Brighton 

46 

17 

15 

14 

52 

52 

66 

Watford 

46 

16 

16 

14 

56 

64 

64 

Derby County 

46 

18 

10 

18 

50 

58 

64 

Burnley 

46 

17 

11 

18 

61 

58 

62 

Leeds United 

46 

17 

10 

19 

65 

68 

61 

Ipswich Town 

46 

17 

10 

19 

69 

77 

61 

Millwall 

46 

15 

12 

19 

55 

57 

57 

Crystal Palace 

46 

13 

17 

16 

46 

51 

56 

Peterborough 

46 

13 

11 

22 

67 

77 

50 

Notts Forest 

46 

14 

8 

24 

48 

63 

50 

Bristol City 

46 

12 

13 

21 

44 

68 

49 

Barnsley 

46 

13 

9 

24 

49 

74 

48 

Portsmouth 

46 

13 

11 

22 

50 

59 

40 

Coventry City 

46 

9 

13 

24 

41 

65 

40 

Doncaster 

46 

8 

12 

26 

43 

80 

36 


preparing for the play-offs. 

“We have to lick our 
wounds, get over our disap¬ 
pointment and get ready for 
the vital games ahead of us.” 

It is West Ham’s home form 
which has proved costly - 
they won a club record 13 
games on the road but 
dropped 28 points on their 
own turf to slip out of the top 
two. An early goal may have 
set the nerves jangling down 
at St Mary’s, and they should 
have grabbed one in the 


fourth minute only for 
Ricardo Vaz Te to somehow 
head wide from all of three 
yards out. 

And any scrap of pre-match 
optimism around Upton 
Park quickly evaporated as 
the news Saints were making 
short work of the Sky Blues 
filtered through. 

Nevertheless, goals either 
side of half-time from 
Carlton Cole should at least 
send West Ham into the 
play-offs in good heart. 

The striker headed in 
Mark Noble’s 35th- 
minute corner to open 
the scoring and tucked 
away Henri Lansbury’s m 
cross for the second 
three minutes after the Nm 
break. 

Hull pulled one back 
through Corry Evans, 
who took advantage of 
Guy Demel’s poor 
header to nod the ball 
past Rob Green. 

And the visitors 
thought they had 
equalised when 
Richard Garcia pow¬ 
ered in a late header 
only to be flagged 
offside. 

The Tigers’ own 


play-off hopes ended a few 
weeks ago but manager 
Nicky Barmby feels they can 
go one better next season. 

“There’s a bit of frustra¬ 
tion,” admitted the former 
England international. “I 
genuinely believed we could 
make the play-offs. 

“But the players are grow¬ 
ing and we’ll be better for it 
next season.” 


CONFIDENT: 

West Ham 
boss Sam 
Allardyce. 



MORE SAINTS NEWS IN MONDAY’S ECHO 


Great title deciders 

MONDAYS Manchester derby at the Etihad Stadium is set to play a pivotal role 
in the fight for the 2011 -12 Barclays Premier League title. Here, the Sports Pink 
takes a look at five other memorable title deciders. 

Liverpool 0 Arsenal 2 
Anfield, May 26 1989 

Arguably the most dramatic conclusion there has ever been to a title race. 
George Graham’s Gunners headed to leaders Liverpool for their final game 
needing to win by two goals to snatch the title from the Reds. Alan Smith gave 
Arsenal the lead shortly after half-time but they looked set to come up short 
until Michael Thomas struck in injury time to give them the title on goals scored. 

Rangers 2 Celtic 2 
Ibrox, May 21,1967 

Celtic headed into this Old Firm clash a point clear with two games remaining, 
while for Rangers this was their final fixture of the season. Needing a win to 
keep their title hopes alive Rangers took the lead through Sandy Jardine, but a 
Jimmy Johnstone double meant Roger Hynd’s late equaliser was not enough 
for the hosts. Celtic went on to win the European Cup later that month. 

Newcastle 0 Manchester United 1 
St James’ Park, March 4 1996 

In this title battle, best remembered for Kevin Keegan’s infamous “I’d love it if 
we beat them” rant, Newcastle had been 12 points clear of United at one stage. 
But that advantage had slowly dwindled and Eric Cantona’s winner in this game 
gave the Red Devils all the momentum they needed. Two weeks later United 
went top of the table to take a lead they never relinquished. 

Manchester United 0 Arsenal 1 
Old Trafford, March 141998 

United held the advantage in the league table heading into this fixture, but 
Arsenal were within range thanks to an impressive run and having three games 
in hand. Marc Overmars grabbed the only goal of the game by slotting through 
the legs of Peter Schmeichel as Arsene Wenger’s side went on to claim the title. 

Real Madrid 0 Barcelona 2 
Bernabeu, April 10 2010 

This remarkably tight and tense title battle in the Primera Division ultimately 
ended in Real boss Manuel Pellegrini losing his job, despite guiding the club to 
a record points haul of 96. The three points that they missed out on for La Liga 
glory came from this fixture at the start of April. A typically feisty encounter was 
settled in favour of Barca, who lost just one league game all season, by strikes 
from Lionel Messi and Pedro. 


All the latest sports news 

at your fingertips with the 

new PinkApp. 


For unrivalled coverage of the Saints, the local 
non-league scene, as well as a look at years gone 
by and a full round up of the weekend's sport. 


It's all in The Sports Pink 



With the best selection of 
comment, interviews and features, 
make sure you're on the ball with 
the new PinkApp 


• Full printed edition delivered to 
your iPad, iPhone or iPod 
Touch every Saturday night 

• View and search previous 
editions 


• Access to The Pink 
wherever you are 

• Share stories using 
facebook and twitter 

• Newsstand compatible 
(on iOS5 or above) 


FREE 

1 month 

£2.49 

for the first 

3 months 

£6.99 

week 

6 months 

£12.99 


12 months 

£23.99 



□ en tfM 

App Store 


Daily Echo 
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SAINTS HERO: The late Markus 
Liebherr at St Mary’s in 2009. 


W- 






THIS week’s Beautiful South column 
comes to you via our matchday 
sponsors, Hindsight. 

By the time you read this Saints will 
either have taken their rightful place as 
runners up in the championship or will 
be gearing themselves up for the night¬ 
mare that is the playoffs. 

If there is any justice in the world, 
Saints will be runners up - they’ve been 
in the top two all season and it would bru¬ 
tally unfair if West Ham nip in at the last 
minute to snatch promotion from under 
our noses. 

Nothing in life is guaranteed and noth¬ 
ing is fair, but you can’t help but think 
that for nothing else but the football 
they’ve played all season Saints deserve 
promotion over a leaden, dull West Ham 
side. 

The lead up to the Coventry game has 
given rise to all the traits that you’d 
expect from a Saints fan. 

From total belief that we can overcome 
all obstacles to achieve what seemed 
impossible earlier on, to abject scepti¬ 
cism that somehow Saints will conspire 


placency and should the game be tied 
come half time, Saturday’s game could be 
unbelievably tight. 

I’m an archetypal Saints fan. My mood 
varies from: “We can rule the world!” to: 
“We’re going to screw it up” on a hor¬ 
monal basis. 

We’ve been so used to snatching defeat 
from the jaws of victory that we’re unac¬ 
customed to actually being rather good. 

Since Nicola Cortese arrived at this 
club we’ve had unprecedented success 
and we’ve become a slick, professional 
outfit with a manager who leaves nothing 
to chance. 

We’ve won 25 games, drawn 10 and lost 
ten, scoring more goals than any other 
team in the league. 

If you think about it the rise of 
Southampton Football club has been 
nothing short of epic. When Cortese took 
over Saints were on -10 points and surely 
facing another relegation to League 2. 

In that season they not only survived 
relegation but finished just outside the 
playoffs and won their first piece of sil¬ 
verware in 30 years. 

No matter what anyone tells you, that 


was quite simply an astonishing achieve- I 
ment. 

The next season saw us sweep most I 
teams aside and we were unlucky to not I 
to pip Brighton for the title. 

This season has seen Saints step up a I 
gear and, if you exclude the televised I 
games, they have been the most attrac- _ 
tive, fluent footballing side in this league. 

The transformation from perpetual 
losers to an attractive, stable, debt free 
club has been surely one of the great 
turnarounds of English football. 

Win, lose or draw; go up or stay down, 
this season, like the two prior to it, have 
been simply sensational and have given 
me some of my best memories as a Saints 
fan. 

We’ve seen our arch rivals decimated 
by debt and reckless spending and seen 
our own club rise phoenix-like from the 
ashes and become a bright, vibrant club 
with an even brighter future. 

For that I will always be grateful to the 
late Markus Liebherr and Nicola Cortese 
for giving Saints fans the one thing they 
haven’t had over the last four years... 
hope. 










to screw it all up. 

Writing this article on a Thursday, the 
stats can’t be argued with. 

One of the best home records against 
one of the worst away records at St 
Marys and one of the worst home records 
amongst the top Championship teams 
versus one of the tightest defences in the 
league at Upton Park. 

On paper then, the outcome should be 
easy to predict. But this is Championship 
football. 

It’s true that a relegated team will play 
with a freedom they never previously 
had, but they also aren’t quite up for the 
fight like a team with something to play 
for. 

The most decisive moment in 
Saturday’s game will be the first tackle. 

For many of the Coventry players, the 
summer will be one of trying to avoid 
playing for Coventry in League One. 
Would any of them put their foot in for a 
club they might not want to be with come 
the next season? 

If Saints have that innate belief that this 
is their time, then the outcome should be 
in no doubt. But fate has no time for com¬ 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend’s (exclusive) column on all things football 




IT was on a rainy night in 
Moscow in 2008 when John 
Terry lost his footing, costing 
Chelsea the chance of win¬ 
ning the European Cup. 

On Tuesday night, the Chelsea 
captain, pictured below, lost his 
head when delivering a ludicrous 
knee in the back of Barcelona 
striker Alexis Sanchez. 

His instant dismissal left the 
ten-men of Chelsea with a moun¬ 
tain so imposing to climb that 
even the bravest of moun¬ 
taineers would have balked at 
the challenge. 

Terry can make all the apolo¬ 
gies he likes - the fact remains he 
let his teammates, the club and 
himself down. 

Terry is the bedrock at the 
heart of Chelsea’s defence, and 
has made over 500 appearances 
for the club. 

His leadership qualities are 
well documented, both for club 
and country. 

But this season has been a diffi¬ 
cult one. 

In October, he was accused by 
QPR defender Anton Ferdinand 
of racial abuse during a Premier 
League match. 

Terry, who has denied the 
charge, will go on trial in July, 
immediately after the European 
Championships in Ukraine and 
Poland. 

With Gary Cahill, Terry’s 
defensive partner, already 
injured with a hamstring prob¬ 
lem, the dismissal of Terry 
looked to have put paid to the 
London club’s chances. 


Yet Roberto Di Matteo’s side 
regrouped to stage a remarkable 
fightback. 

Two goals down, through 
Sergio Busquets and Andres 
Iniesta, Chelsea launched a rare 
attack, and when Frank 
Lampard released the Brazilian, 
Ramires, with an exquisite 
through ball, the Chelsea mid¬ 
fielder brilliantly chipped the on- 
rushing Victor Valdes from 15 
yards to bring his team back into 
the game right on the stroke of 
half-time. 

The second half resumed 
with Chelsea defending for 
their lives. 

Such was their dom 
inance in the pos¬ 
session stakes 
that 
Barcelona 
had 72 per 
cent of the 
ball in 
both the 
away and 
home legs. 

The pres¬ 
sure took its 
toll when the 
ever-willing 
Didier Drogba 
tripped Cesc 
Fabregas in the 
penalty area. 

Up stepped the 
world’s number 
one, Lionel 
Messi, to take the 
spot kick. 

His 14 goals in 
the Champions 
League this sea¬ 
son was just one 



off the record for a single cam¬ 
paign. 

But, to the dismay of the near 
90,000 Barca supporters at the 
Camp Nou, Messi unbelievably 
lashed his penalty against the 
crossbar. 

This from a player who has 
scored 63 goals this season. 
Chelsea could breathe again. It 
was a let-off, but one they 
seized upon. 

Their thin blue line con¬ 
tinued to thwart a 
i Barcelona team that 
eventually started to tire 
and run out of ideas. 
Although they were 
camping on the edge 
of the Chelsea box, 
they had no Plan 
B to fall back 
on, forcing 
coach Pep 
Guardiola 
to admit 
they may 
have to 
change 
their tactics 
in the future. 
To add to the 
Spanish team’s 
dismay, a long 
punt out of 
defence found 
Fernando Torres 
completely on his 
own. 

I The £50m striker, 
who has had a lean 
, time since his 
1 arrival at Stamford 
Bridge, galloped for¬ 
ward to side step 
Valdes and secure 


victory for his brave side. 

Torres, by the way, became the 
19th player in Champions 
League history to score against 
both Real Madrid and Barcelona, 
and is the first Spaniard to do so. 

Chelsea’s success brings huge 
financial assistance in the form 
of television cash, reportedly in 
the region of £45m, with opportu¬ 
nities to double that from ticket 
sales, sponsorship and merchan¬ 
dise. 

Chelsea’s opponents in the final 
will be Bayern Munich, after the 
German side beat Jose 
Mourinho’s Real Madrid on 
penalties. 

Bayern, who are chasing a fifth 
win in the competition, will now 
have home advantage and are 
the first club since Roma in 1984 
to play a European final on their 
own soil. 

Unfortunately for the Italians, 
they were beaten 4-2 on penalties 
by Liverpool. 

The final, to be played on May 
19, will be missing vital players 
from both sides. 

UEFA rules insist there is no 
amnesty for bookings received in 
the semi-finals - a decision that 
lags behind FIFA. 

The world governing body 
amended that rule two years ago, 
so I can’t see why UEFA have not 
implemented it. 

Just imagine the outcry if 
Barcelona and Real Madrid had 
made the final, only to have the 
world’s best players, Messi and 
Ronaldo, ineligible. 


Premier 
League 
title fight 
has been 
a classic 

ACCORDING to Sir Alex Ferguson, 
next Monday’s fixture against bitter 
rivals Manchester City is the most 
important in his 25 years at the 
club. 

The loss to Wigan and the pulsating 
4-4 draw against Everton has 
allowed City the chance to top the 
table come Monday night, even if it 
would only be on goal difference. 
They are currently six goals better 
off than United. 

While the Premier League leaders 
have had a dip in form, City have 
strung three wins together, scoring 
12 goals in the process, to reduce 
the gap to three points. 

Manchester United’s supporters and 
players won’t forget the 6-1 ham¬ 
mering they 
received at th 
hands of 
Roberto 
Mancini’s 
side earlier 
in the sea¬ 
son, 

although 
they had 
defender 
Jonny Evans 
sent off on th; 
occasion. 

United went a long way to repairing 
the damage by beating City 3-2 at 
the Etihad Stadium in the FA Cup, 
when it was the turn of City’s cap¬ 
tain, Vincent Kompany, to receive 
his marching orders. 

To win on the day may come down 
to who keeps 11 men on the field 
when passions begin to ignite - and 
they will. 

My interest will be focused on the 
striking partnerships from both 
sides. 

I have been particularly impressed 
by the Wayne Rooney, pictured, and 
Danny Welbeck pairing. 

This all-England duo are beginning 
to form a potent partnership. 

To counter this, City’s pairing of 
Sergio Aguero and Carlos Tevez is 
starting to click. 

Tevez is obviously in line for special 
attention this week, having crossed 
the Manchester divide to join City. 
Manchester United, for me, are still 
in the driving seat and remain 
favourites in my book to win the 
title. 

For City, Monday night is a must- 
win game. Failure to do so will still 
leave City bemoaning the fact that 
the last time they won the league 
title was way back in 1968. 
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SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES 


RESULTS 2011/12 
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v.' V- v. V- V- V 
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1 % $1 1 % 


AUGUST 




















Sat 6 Leeds. 

.H 

W 3-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Martin 

Harding 

Do Prado** 

Hammond*** 1 

Cork 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

Connolly* 1 

De Ridder* 

Chaplow** 

Schneiderlin*** 

Tues 9 Torquay (CC1). 

H 

W 4-1 

Bialkowski 

Butterfield 

Seaborne 

Martin 

Dickson 

De Ridder** 1 

Chaplow 1 

Schneiderlin 

Holmes* 


Lambert 1 

Do Prado*** 

Lallana* 

Hammond** 

Forte*** 1 

Sat 13 Barnsley. 

A 

W1-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Seaborne 

Harding 

Do Prado* 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana*** 

Lambert 

Connolly** 1 

Chaplow* 

De Ridder** 

Schneiderlin*** 

Tues 16 Ipswich. 

A 

W 5-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Seaborne 

Harding 

Do Prado* 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana* 

■** 2 

Lambert 2 

Connolly** 1 

Schneiderlin* 

Fox** 

De Ridder*** 

Sat 20 Millwall. 

.H 

W1-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Seaborne 

Harding 

Do Prado 1 

Hammond* 

Cork 

Lallana*’ 


Lambert 

Connolly*** 

Schneiderlin* 

Fox** 

De Ridder*** 

Sat 27 Leicester. 

. A 

L 2-3 

Davis 


Richardson* 

Fonte 


Seaborne 

Harding*** 1 

Do Prado** 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Connolly 1 

Schneiderlin* 

De Ridder** 

Fox*** 

Tues 30 Swindon (CC2). 

. A 

W 3-1 

Bialkowski 

Richardson 

Seaborne 

Martin 

Harding 

Holmes** 

Schneiderlin 

Cork 

Lallana 


Forte* 1 

Do Prado*** 1 

Lambert* 1 

Hammond** 

Hoskins*** 

SEPTEMBER 

Sat 10 Nottm Forest. 

.H 

W 3-2 

Davis 


Cork 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado* 

Hammond 

Hammond 

Lallana 


Lambert 3 

Connolly** 

Chaplow* 

De Ridder** 


Sun 18 Birmingham. 

.H 

W 4-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado* 1 

Hammond 

Cork** 

Lallana* 

’** 1 

Lambert 1 

Connolly 

Chaplow* 1 

Schneiderlin** 

De Ridder*** 

Wed 21 Preston (CC3) .... 

H 

W 2-1 

Bialkowski 

Butterfield 

Martin 


Hooiveld** 1 

Dickson 

De Ridder* 

Schneiderlin 

Chaplow 

Holmes 


Reeves 

Forte*** 

Lallana* 1 

Fonte** 

Lambert*** 

Sat 24 Burnley. 

A 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado* 

Hammond*** 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Connolly 

Chaplow* 

Schneiderlin** 1 


Wed 28 Cardiff. 

A 

L 1-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado 

Schneiderlin 

Cork** 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Connolly* 

De Ridder* 1 

Chaplow** 


OCTOBER 

Sat 1 Watford. 

. H 

W 4-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

De Ridder* 

Hammond 

Cork** 

Lallana*’ 

** 

Lambert 2 

Do Prado 1 

Chaplow* 

Schneiderlin** 

Holmes*** 1 

Sat 15 Derby. 

A 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson** 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado*** 

Schneiderlin 

Cork 

Chaplow* 

Lambert 1 

Connolly 

De Ridder* 

Hammond** 

Harding*** 

Tues 18 West Ham. 

. H 

W1-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Do Prado*** 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin 

Chaplow* 

Lambert 

Connolly** 

Harding* 

Cork** 

De Ridder*** 

Sat 22 Reading. 

A 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte* 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado*** 

Hammond 

Cork 

Chaplow 

Lambert 

Connolly** 

Martin* 

De Ridder** 1 

Schneiderlin*** 

Tues 25 Crystal Palace (CC4) . 

.A 

L 0-2 

Bialkowski 

Butterfield 

Martin 


Cork 

Harding 

De Ridder 

Ward-Pro wse 

Schneiderlin 

Holmes* 

’* 

Reeves*** 

Forte* 

Barnard* 

Lambert** 

Do Prado*** 

Sat 29 Middlesbrough. 

. H 

W 3-0 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow 

Hammond*** 

Cork 

Lallana*’ 


Lambert 

Do Prado* 2 

Connolly* 1 

Schneiderlin** 

De Ridder*** 

NOVEMBER 




















Tues 1 Peterborough. 

H 

W 2-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 1 

Harding 

Chaplow*** 1 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana** 

Lambert 

Do Prado* 

De Ridder* 

Connolly** 

Cork*** 

Sat 5 Coventry. 

.A 

W 4-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow* 1 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana* 

'* 1 

Lambert 

Do Prado*** 1 

Hammond* 

De Ridder** 1 

Connolly*** 

Sat 19 Brighton. 

. H 

W 3-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow 

Hammond* 

Cork 

Lallana** 

Lambert 3 

Do Prado*** 

Schneiderlin* 

De Ridder** 

Barnard*** 

Sat 26 Bristol City. 

. A 

L 0-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow 

Hammond* 

Cork 

Lallana** 

Lambert 

Do Prado*** 

Schneiderlin* 

De Ridder** 

Barnard*** 

Tues 29 Hull. 

H 

W 2-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Harding 

Schneiderlin 

Hammond 

Cork* 

Lallana 1 

Lambert** 

Do Prado*** 1 

De Ridder* 

Barnard** 

Holmes*** 

DECEMBER 

Sat 3 Doncaster. 

. A 

L 0-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

De Ridder* 

Hammond 

Cork** 

Lallana 


Schneiderlin 

Do Prado 

Holmes* 

Barnard** 


Sat 10 Blackpool. 

H 

D 2-2 

Bialkowski 

Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox** 

Schneiderlin 

Hammond* 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 2 

Do Prado 

De Ridder* 

Harding ** 


Sun 18 Portsmouth. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox* 

Schneiderlin 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 1 

Do Prado 

Harding* 



Mon 26 Crystal Palace. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

De Ridder* 

Schneiderlin** 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Do Prado 2 

Connolly* 

Hammond** 


Fri 30 Bristol City. 

H 

L 0-1 

Davis 


Richardson*** 

Martin 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

De Ridder 

Schneiderlin** 

Cork 

Lallana* 


Lambert 

Do Prado 

Connolly* 

Hammond** 

Holmes*** 

JANUARY 




















Mon 2 Brighton. 

.A 

L 0-3 

Davis 


Richardson 

Martin 


Hooiveld 

Harding* 

Do Prado** 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana*** 

Lambert 

Connolly 

Fox* 

Forte** 

Reeves*** 

Sat 7 Coventry (FAC 3). 

.A 

W 2-1 

Bialkowski 

Harding*** 

Martin 1 

Hooiveld 

Fox 

Schneiderlin 

Hammond 

Cork 

W-Prowse** 1 

Lallana 

Doble* 

Hoskins* 

Reeves** 

Stephens*** 

Sat 14 Notts Forest. 

. .A 

W 3-0 

Davis 


Harding** 

Martin 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Cork 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin 1 

Lallana** 

** 

Do Prado* 1 

Connolly 1 

Holmes* 

Butterfield** 

Reeves*** 

Mon 23 Leicester. 

. .H 

L 0-2 

Davis 


Harding 

Martin 


Hooiveld*** 

Fox 

Cork 

Hammond** 

Schneiderlin 

Falque* 


Do Prado 

Connolly 

Holmes* 

De Ridder** 

Richardson*** 

Sat 28 Millwall (FAC). 

.A 

D 1-1 

Bialkowski 

Harding 

Martin 


Fox 

Richardson 

De Ridder* 

Hammond 

Reeves 

Puncheon*** 

Lambert 1 

Barnard** 

Holmes* 

Lee** 

Shaw*** 

Tues 31 Cardiff. 

. H 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Martin 

Fox 

Puncheon* 

Schneiderlin 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 1 

Connolly** 

Lee* 

Hammond** 


FEBRUARY 

Sat 4 Birmingham. 

A 

D 0-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Martin 

Fox 

Puncheon** 

Schneiderlin 

Cork*** 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Connolly* 

Sharp* 

Do Prado** 

Hammond*** 

Tues 7 Millwall (FAC replay) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Bialkowski 

Richardson 

Fonte 


Martin 

Harding 

De Ridder*** 

Hammond 

Chaplow** 

Lallana 1 

Do Prado* 

Lee 

Lambert* 1 

Reeves** 

Barnard*** 

Sat 11 Burnley. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado** 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana 1 

Lambert*** 

Sharp* 

Connolly* 

Hammond** 

Lee*** 

Tues 14 West Ham. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson** 

Fonte 


Hooivled 1 

Fox 

Do Prado* 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Sharp*** 

Puncheon* 

Connolly** 

Hammond*** 

Sat 18 Derby. 

. .H 

W 4-0 

Davis 


Harding 

Fonte 


Hooiveld* 1 

Fox 

Chaplow*** 

Cork 

Scheniderlin 

Lallana 1 

Lambert 

Sharp** 

Martin* 1 

Lee** 1 

Puncheon*** 

Sat 25 Watford. 

.A 

W 3-0 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana* 


Lambert*** 3 

Lee** 

Puncheon* 

Hammond** 

Connolly*** 

MARCH 




















Sat 3 Leeds. 

.A 

W 1-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox*** 

Chaplow 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Puncheon* 

Lambert 1 

Lee** 

Hammond* 

Do Prado** 

Harding*** 

Tues 6 Ipswich. 

.H 

D 1-1 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Harding 

Do Prado* 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana** 

** 

Lambert 1 

Lee** 

De Ridder* 

Sharp** 

Cork*** 

Sat 10 Barnsley. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana* 

**2 

Lambert* 

Lee** 

Cork* 

Connolly** 

Sharp*** 

Sat 17 Millwall. 

.A 

W 3-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow* 

Hammond** 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana** 


Lambert 3 

Do Prado 

De Ridder* 

Sharp** 

Cork*** 

Tues 20 Hull. 

. A 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 1 

Fox*** 

Puncheon** 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Do Prado* 

De Ridder* 

Hammond** 

Harding*** 

Sat 24 Doncaster. 

. H 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

De Ridder** 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana** 


Lambert* 

Sharp 2 

Chaplow* 

Barnard** 

Hammond*** 

Sat 31 Blackpool. 

. .A 

L 0-3 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow* 

Cork 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana 


Do Prado** 

Sharp 

De Ridder* 

Barnard** 


APRIL 

Sat 7 Portsmouth. 

. H 

D 2-2 

Davis 


Richardson 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Do Prado** 

Hammond 

Schneiderlin* 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Sharp*** 2 

Cork* 

De Ridder** 

Harding*** 

Mon 9 Crystal Palace. 

.A 

W 2-0 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox* 

Chaplow*** 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert** 2 

Sharp 

Harding* 

Do Prado** 

De Ridder*** 

Fri 13 Reading. 

H 

L 1-3 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow* 

Hammond** 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 1 

Sharp 

De Ridder* 

Do Prado** 


Tues 17 Peterborough. 

. A 

W 3-1 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 


Hooiveld* 1 

Fox 

Chaplow 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Sharp** 2 

Martin* 

Do Prado** 


Sat 21 Middlesbrough. 

. A 

L 1-2 

Davis 


Butterfield** 

Fonte 


Hooiveld 

Fox 

Chaplow* 

Hammond 

Cork 

Lallana 


Lambert 

Sharp 1 

Do Prado* 

Schneiderlin** 


Sat 28 Coventry. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Davis 


Butterfield 

Fonte 1 


Hooiveld 1 

Fox 

Do Prado 

Hammond* 

Schneiderlin 

Lallana 1** 

Lambert 

Sharp 1*** 

Cork* 

Puncheon** 

De Ridder*** 























LA 

LG 

CA 

CG CSA CSG 



LA LG CA CG CSA 

CSG 




LA LG 

CA CG 

CSA Ci 

KELVIN DAVIS 


43 

0 

1 

0 273 

0 

STEVE DE RIDDER 

5(25) 

3 5 

1 10(25) 

4- 

RYAN DOBLE 


0 0 

1 0 

1 

BARTOSZ BIALKOWSKI 

1 

0 

7 

0 41(1) 

0 

RICHARD CHAPLOW 

17(8) 

3 3 

1 47(11) 

6 

DANNY FOX 


35(4) 0 

3 0 

38(4) 

TOMMY FORECAST 


0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

DEAN HAMMOND 

30(11) 

1 3(3) 

0128(15) 


JOS HOOIVLED 


38 6 

2 1 

40 

DANNY BUTTERFIELD 


8(1) 

0 

3 

0 47(4) 

0 

JACK CORK 


38(6) 

0 4 

0 66(7) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

0 0 

2 0 

2 

FRAZER RICHARDSON 


32 

0 

4 

0 53(7) 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 27(13) 

2 6 

0129(28) 

3 

SAM HOSKINS 


0 0 

0(2) 0 

0(2) 

DAN HARDING 


12(8) 

1 

5 

0110(11) 

5 

ADAM LALLANA 

39 

10 4(2) 

2173(19) 

46 

JACK STEPHENS 

0 0 

0(1) 0 

0(1) 

RYAN DICKSON 


0 

0 

2 

0 19(11) 

1 

LEE HOLMES 

0(5) 

1 4(1) 

0 21(21) 

3 

YAGO FALQUE 


1 0 

0 0 

1 

BEN REEVES 


0(2) 

0 

3(2) 

0 3(4) 

0 

RICKIE LAMBERT 

41 

27 3(4) 

4 149(7) 

88 

JASON PUNCHEON 

3(3) 0 

2 0 

44(3) 

JOSE FONTE 


40 

0 

2(1) 

0 114(1) 

7 

LEE BARNARD 

0(6) 

0 1(2) 

0 45(28) 

24 

TADANARI LEE 


4(2) 1 

1(2) 0 

5(4) 

RADHI JAIDI 


0 

0 

0 

0 67(1) 

4 

GULY DO PRADO 

35(6) 

10 3(1) 

1 65(19) 

22 

LUKE SHAW 


0 0 

0(1) 0 

0(1) 

AARON MARTIN 


6(3) 

1 

8 

0 22(7) 

1 

DAVID CONNOLLY 

16(9) 

6 1 

0 37(30) 

17 

BILLY SHARP 


9(4) 7 

0 0 

9(4) 

DAN SEABORNE 


4 

0 

2 

0 35(15) 

0 

JONATHAN FORTE 

0(1) 

0 3(1) 

2 5(10) 

4 



KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Atom Leitch. 


Snooker’s old guard still reign supreme 


IT has been a fascinating 
start to the World 
Snooker championships 
where the old guard have 
been on top. 

All the talk of the stan¬ 
dard of the game being 
raised so considerably 
year on year gets on 
Adam Rant’s nerves, 
because it’s hard to justi¬ 
fy- 


A golden generation of 
Stephen Hendry, Ronnie 
O’Sullivan, John Higgins, 
Mark Williams, the late 
Paul Hunter and Matthew 
Stevens have yet to be 
surpassed. 

All right, there are some 
decent players that have 
come through the ranks - 
and to suggest otherwise 
would be unfair. 


But the quality in depth 
that these guys boasted 
in their prime is still awe¬ 
some and as good as it 
has got. 

Most of them are 
knocking on now, they 
are pretty wealthy and 
not all that interested in 
touring the world for 
most of the season col¬ 
lecting ranking points, 


therefore they are not 
going to be in the higher 
echelons of that particu¬ 
lar part of the system. 

But what they will still 
do is attempt to qualify 
for snooker’s ‘big ones’ 
and try and win those. 

The fact that we have 
seen many of them suc¬ 
ceeding so far in 
Sheffield, and defeating 


the seeded players who 
are playing week in and 
week out, just goes to 
show that thoughts that 
a new generation of 
snooker players who 
have raised the bar con¬ 
siderably is just incor¬ 
rect. 

Even without as much 
effort the old guard are 
still superb. 


It’s hard to love 

Chelsea’s stars 


SOME things in life are black 
and white, others in shades of 
grey. 

The latter was Adam Rant’s reac¬ 
tion to Chelsea edging out 
Barcelona to make it to the 
Champions League final. 

It is fantastic to see an English 
side make the final of what has 
arguably become the most impor¬ 
tant tournament in the world. 

The way Chelsea did it was also 
marvellous, simply working so 
hard, putting themselves on the 
line and displaying a bit of quality 
when they needed it. 

Their win was a thrilling victory 
and, no matter what may be said 
in Spain, a deserved one. 

Football is not all about beautiful 
passing football, it’s about doing 
the dirty things and the horrible 
stuff well too. 

Perhaps Adam Rant looks at 
things through his defender’s eyes 
at times, but a brilliant challenge 
is just as wonderful to watch as a 
Messi trick. 

You wouldn’t have one without 
the other, it’s what makes the 
game wondrous and, like bitter 
defenders the world over, Adam 
Rant will say they don’t get the 
credit they deserve for winning 
headers, holding a good line and 
generally getting stuck in. 

For all of that though, and 
despite Chelsea deserving it in a 
footballing sense, there was still a 
nagging feeling that morally they 
didn’t. 

Everybody loves Barcelona, 
well, other than Real Madrid fans. 
Everybody loves their approach, 
the way the club is run, the play¬ 
ers and their attitudes, the way 
they play. The whole place is so 
vibrant it’s hard not to get carried 
along with it all. 

Chelsea on the other hand don’t 
engender those feelings in Adam 
Rant. 

Looking at their players cele¬ 
brating on the pitch at the Nou 



HAPPY CHAPPIES: Chelsea players celebrate their defeat of Barcelona in the Champions League semi-final. 


Camp was a reminder that I don’t 
actually like many of them very 
much. 

And the news that John Terry 
will be allowed to lift the 
Champions League trophy should 
they win it hasn’t helped either. 

To be fair to Terry he produced 
as big a laugh as Adam Rant has 
managed all week when Geoff 
Shreeves of Sky Sports explained 
the Chelsea skipper’s feeble 


excuse for getting sent off. It was a 
piece of magic compared with the 
reality which was he had been 
caught doing something stupid. 

Later, of course, Terry was 
forced to hold his hands up and 
admit his error. 

Apparently the TV replays had 
shown something very different to 
his version of events, but to be fair 
to him, he was only the one there 
on the pitch who did it, how could 


he possibly have known what he 
had done without the aid of TV 
replays? 

Add to all this Chelsea’s owner, 
the way the club is run and some 
of the distasteful things that have 
gone on there and you paint a 
sorry picture of this English club. 

Does Adam Rant want Chelsea to 
beat Bayern Munich in the final? 

Probably, but it’s shades of grey 
when it should be black and white. 



ODD CHOICE: 

BBC golf expert 
Michael Vaughan. 


Pundits 
now have 
to be a 
Jack of 
all trades 

ADAM Rant didn’t appear 
in last week’s Pink but he 
has unusually remembered 
something he would have 
liked to mention. 

You may recall his 
incredulity at former 
England cricketer Michael 
Vaughan being used as 
part of the BBC’s coverage 
of the 
Masters 
golf, 

conduct¬ 
ing post¬ 
round 
inter¬ 
views no 
less, 
rather 
than 
them 
using a 
proper 
expert in 
the form 
of an ex¬ 
golfer or a trained journal¬ 
ist. 

Adam Rant was feeling 
better about life having 
vented his frustration at 
such a ludicrous decision. 
So imagine his horror 
when, on the day that Rant 
column was printed, he 
flicked on the BBC’s cover¬ 
age of the Grand National 
and heard a familiar voice 
doing the odds round-up at 
Aintree. 

It’s fair to say he was glad 
he was sat down when he 
realised it was John 
Parrott. For confirmation, 
the man doing the expert 
horse racing betting analy¬ 
sis was John Parrott, the 
former snooker player. 
Brilliant. 

Right to 
sign off 

PEP Guardiola’s decision 
to leave Barcelona hasn’t 
come as a mas¬ 
sive shock. 

Nothing lasts 
forever and 
if Guardiola, 
pictured, 
looks back 
on his time 
as manager 
of the club dur¬ 
ing his upcoming year off 
he will probably reflect he 
made only one mistake - 
staying for a further sea¬ 
son rather than bowing out 
at the very top. 
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Saints Spotlight 



QUOTES 

of the week 

“It was an incredible game with all 
the events that happened. I am 
very happy and pleased for all the 
players because they deserved 
this moment. We’ve had a difficult 
season and we seem to always 
get something special out when 
we need to. I think that’s part of 
the DNA of these players” - 
Roberto Di Matteo revels in 
Chelsea’s Champions League 
success against Barcelona. 


lurt any- 


“I’ve seen the replay and it does 
look bad. I’m not that type of play¬ 
er to intentionally hurt any¬ 
one. I’ve raised my 
knee, which I 
maybe shouldn’t 
have done in 
hindsight. I’m dis¬ 
appointed but 
delighted for the 
lads. I’ve apologised to 
them and I want to apologise to 
the fans as well” - Captain John 
Terry, pictured, holds his hands 
up after his first-half red card 
left Chelsea up against it in the 
match. 

“Since I’ve had a bit more local 
media coverage a few people 
have started to recognise me. One 
of my regular training runs goes 
past where a few tramps sit drink¬ 
ing Special Brew and I get a little 
shout of ‘Go Louise’ from them. It 
is Winchester though, so they are 
quite posh tramps!” - Great 
Britain’s Louise Damen attracts 
an unusual fanbase during her 
London Marathon training. 

“You have thrown away the suc¬ 
cessful career in 
which you were 
involved” - Judge 
Merfyn Hughes 
QC, in sentencing 
Sheffield United 
and Wales striker 
Ched Evans, pictured, to 
five years in jail for rape. 

“We got put in the situation where 
we took the cuts to give them the 
opportunity to get things sorted. 
We feel like we have done that 
and now it’s up to them to do 
their part. We can only sit back 
and wait. The sooner the better” - 
Steven Whitaker, one of the first 
Rangers players to take a 75 per 
cent pay cut in a bid to ease the 
club’s financial woes, chal¬ 
lenges the club’s administrators 
to resolve the issue. 

“I like the pastilles, she sent me 
pastilles. It was very kind” - 

Manchester City manager 
Roberto Mancini thanks an 
eight-year-old girl who recently 
sent him fruit pastilles in the 
post after spotting his penchant 
for eating them during games. 



HOW 2011/12 


Saints’ rollercoaster 
ride through the 2011/12 
season has, fortunately, 
had many more highs 
than lows. 

Here the SPORTS PINK 
takes a look a how our 
sister paper the DAILY 
ECHO reported on each of 
Saints’ 45 league games 
prior to this weekend’s 
make-or-break 
promotion clash with 
Coventry at St Mary’s... 



SAINTS 3 LEEDS 1: Saints open with 
a win over Leeds, while Hampshire 
book their t20 finals day spot. 


BARNSLEY 0 SAINTS 1: Saints clock 
up their fourth away win on the trot 
with victory over Barnsley. 


IPSWICH 2 SAINTS 5: Saints show 
they mean business with a dismantling 
of highly-fancied Ipswich. 



SAINTS 1 MILLWALL 0: Nigel Adkins 
praises his side’s steel after a hard- 
fought win over Milwall. 


LEICESTER 3 SAINTS 2: Saints first 
defeat of the season prompts Adkins 
to look for defensive reinforcements. 


SAINTS 3 NOTTINGHAM FOREST 2: SAINTS 4 BIRMINGHAM 1 : Richard 
Rickie Lambert scores his first hat-trick Chaplow is on target as Saints blow 
of the campaign. newly relegated Birmingham apart. 
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BURNLEY 1 SAINTS 1: Boss Nigel 
Adkins says there’s no reason Saints 
couldn’t get back-to-back promotions. 




CARDIFF 2 SAINTS 1: Saints return 
pointless from Wales, but had plenty 
of chances to win the game. 



SAINTS 4 WATFORD 0: Adkins’ men 
get back on track with a comfortable 
win over a poor Watford side. 


DERBY 1 SAINTS 1: Saints warm up 
for a top-of-the-table clash with West 
Ham with a draw at Derby County. 


TURN TO PAGE 48 FOR ALL TODAY’S RESULTS 
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Saints Spotlight 






SAINTS 1 WEST HAM 0: Jos READING 1 SAINTS 1 : Steve De 

Hooiveld’s goal is enough for Saints to Ridder’s strike earns Saints a 
see off title rivals West Ham. deserved draw at Reading. 



SAINTS 3 MIDDLESBROUGH 0: 

Boss Nigel Adkins is delighted with his 
side after trouncing Boro. 


SAINTS 2 PETERBOROUGH 1: 

Victory over Peterborough extends 
Saints winning home run to 19 games. 




COVENTRY 2 SAINTS 4: Guly Do 
Prado’s header turns a difficult game 
in Saints favour at Coventry. 



SAINTS 3 BRIGHTON 0: Saints get 
revenge after Brighton pipped them to 
the League 1 title the previous season. 



BRISTOL CITY 2 SAINTS 0: Saints 
slip up at lowly City, but keeper Kelvin 
Davis says there’s no need to panic. 



SAINTS 2 HULL 1: Nigel Adkins’ men 
get back on course with a routine 
home win. 



DONCASTER 1 SAINTS 0: A Saints 
side minus the injured Rickie Lambert 
falls to defeat at Doncaster. 


SAINTS 2 BLACKPOOL 2: An error 
by keeper Bartosz Bialkowski hands 
Blackpool a share of the points. 



POMPEY 1 SAINTS 1: The first 
Hampshire derby of the season ends 
all square at Fratton Park. 


Sport 


Adkins issues'hands I 
off warning after 
Rickie’s Toon link... 






:iIMM 


SAINTS 2 CRYSTAL PALACE 0: Guly 
Do Prado’s double gets Saints a first 
win in five games. 


QUOTES 

of Hie week 

“We were slow and lethargic, a bit 
laborious, laboured and milky - 
most of the words I used to use 
when we were really struggling” - 

Ipswich manager Paul Jewell 
goes all Ready Steady Cook 
after his side’s defeat to Millwall. 


“On the morning of the game I 
prayed with my father and 
asked God to protect 
me - and he didn’t 
let me down” - 
Bolton midfielder 
Fabrice Muamba, 
pictured, has no 
doubts God was on 
his side following hio 
incredible recovery from suffer¬ 
ing a cardiac arrest during a 
match against Tottenham last 
month. 

“It’s ridiculous, utter chaos” - 

Manchester United manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson fears a disrupted 
build-up to the 2012-13 campaign 
with a number of his players - 
including Wayne Rooney - on the 
short list for inclusion in the 
Great Britain Olympic football 
squad. 

“He was like our Pele or Maradona 
but they got what they wanted out 
of him and hung him out to dry” - 

Jimmy White criticises snooker 
chiefs for their treatment of the 
late Alex Higgins. 

“This idea that I left them in the 
lurch has gone beyond all sorts of 
comprehension. I found them in 
the lurch, I’m not so sure I left 
them in the lurch” - Martin O’Neill 
defends his reign at Aston Villa 
after being booed on his return 
to Villa Park with Sunderland. 



“I thought the big turning point in 
the match was at 5-4 when he 
was in the balls and Paul Collier, 
the referee, missed a blatant push. 
It was quite obvious to me and 
anyone who was watching at 

home would have been 
able to see it. It 
seems to be a bit 
of a trait for the 
Chinese players 
because there’ve 
been instances in 
the past” - Mark 
Allen, pictured blasts 
his Chinese opponent Cao 
Yupeng’s conduct during his 
World Championship first-round 
upset and extends his criticism 
to all Chinese players. 



“Only one team can win this title. 
It’s not in our hands. We have 
three points less” - Roberto 
Mancini overlooks the fact that 
victory in their last three games 
of the season will deliver the title 
for Manchester City. 


SEE MONDAY’S ECHO FOR MORE SAINTS NEWS AND VIEWS 
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1 Bolton winger Martin Petrov played 
for which German club between 2001 
and 2005? 

2 Timo Glock and Charles Pic are the 
drivers for which Formula One team? 

3 Who is the captain of Hampshire’s 
cricket team? 

4 Where do Super League club Hull 
KR play their home matches? 

5 Jade Jones is an Olympic hopeful 
in which sport? 

6 From which club did Chelsea sign 
Ramires in 2010? 

7 Which stadium will host the 2015 
Rugby World Cup final? 

8 Kumar Sangakkara is the captain of 
which Indian Premier League team? 

9 Who is the highest-placed 
American in the men's world golf 
rankings? 

10 The NHL team nicknamed the 
Jets play home games in which city? 

11 Who was the last British winner of 
the Masters golf tournament, and 
when? 

12 Which city's Major League 
Baseball team are nicknamed the 
Astros? 

13 Who did the Football Writers' 
Association vote as their Player of the 
Year for the 2010-11 season? 

14 Name the coach of Australia's 
national rugby union team. 

15 Which Australian city has an A- 
League football team nicknamed 
Glory? 

16 Holland striker Klaas Jan 
Huntelaar plays for which club side? 

17 Who won the 2011 Tour de 
France? 

18 Prior to this weekend in Bahrain, 
when was the last time two Lotus dri¬ 
vers finished on the podium in a 
Formula One Grand Prix -1979,1989 
or 1999? 

19 Who are the only two players in 
the top 10 of the golf world rankings 
not from either England or the USA? 

20 Which county did Nick Compton 
play for before joining Somerset? 

21. In which country did Pep 
Guardiola end his playing career? 

22. Where will this season's Heineken 
Cup final take place? 

23. Boxer Terry Spinks won gold at 
the 1956 Melbourne Olympics in 
which weight division ? 

24. Sophie Hitchon is the British 
record holder in which athletics disci¬ 
pline? 

25. Oliver Wilkes plays for which 
Super League side? 
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HOW 2011/12 



Saints (all at: 
final hurdle ! 
ast night, 

SAINTS 0 BRISTOL CITY 1: Saints’ 
hopes of ending 2011 unbeaten at 
home are ended by shock defeat. 


Y wt 


Ex-Saints boss Nigel *y 
on his winning 
return - page 35 


Ex-Saint scores in ‘unacceptable’ loss for Adkins 

m r*_f 

II * 



BRIGHTON 3 SAINTS 0: Boss Adkins 
maintains Saints will still win the 
league, despite loss at the Amex. 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST 0 SAINTS 3: 

Saints win at Forest overshadowed by 
rumours of Adkins’ transfer targets. 


J Losing start - Falque fails to impress - report on Pg 36/37 


SAINTS 0 LEICESTER 2: Ex-Saints 
Matt Mills and ex-Pompey ace David 
Nugent stun Saints at St Mary’s. 



a Tl Adkins bemoans refereeing 
decisions in St Mary's draw 

SAINTS 1 CARDIFF 1: Saints mid¬ 
season blip continues with a home 
draw with Cardiff. 


‘1’OFAWIN 



III 1 

ITS A JOKE! 

Inside 

NON LEAGUE 

ii 


i 



BIRMINGHAM 0 SAINTS 0: Neither 
side can get to grips with the snowy 
conditions in this Midlands stalemate. 


SAINTS 2 BURNLEY 0: A win over 
Eddie Howe’s Burnley sets Saints up 
for their rematch with West Ham. 


WEST HAM 1 SAINTS 1: Hooiveld is 
on target against the Hammers again 
as Saints draw at Upton Park. 



SAINTS 4 DERBY 0: Saints show 
they’re back on top form with a 4-0 
crushing of Derby. 


WATFORD 0 SAINTS 3: Lambert hits 
another hat-trick as Saints close in on 
promotion dream. 


LEEDS 0 SAINTS 1: Kelvin Davis is at 
his inspirational best to earn Saints 
another precious away win. 


SAINTS 1 IPSWICH 1: A late strike 
denied Saints a win and opened the 
door to their promotion rivals. 


FOR MORE SAINTS NEWS VISIT: www.dailyecho.co.uk 
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By Ellie Bennett 



SAINTS 2 BARNSLEY 0: Saints rise 
to the mounting pressure with a 
clinical 2-0 win. 


MILLWALL 2 SAINTS 3: Rickie 
Lambert becomes the first Saints play¬ 
er to net four hat-tricks in one season. 



HULL 0 SAINTS 2: Win at Hull sees 
promotion race swing in Saints favour 
once again. 



SAINTS 2 DONCASTER 0: Saints 
striker Billy Sharp hits a double against 
his former club. 



BLACKPOOL 3 SAINTS 0: Lambert- 
less Saints fall at Blackpool, but striker 
declares himself fit for the run-in. 



SAINTS 2 POMPEY 2: A late Pompey 
leveller means honours are even once 
again in the south coast derby. 



CRYSTAL PALACE 0 SAINTS 2: Win 

puts Saints on the brink of top flight 
return. 



SAINTS 1 READING 3: Home defeat 
hands Reading the initiative in the title 
race. 



PETERBOROUGH 1 SAINTS 3: Billy 
Sharp is at the double again as the 
promotion race takes another twist. 



MIDDLESBROUGH 2 SAINTS 1: 

Defeat at Boro means Saints’ promo¬ 
tion party has to go on hold. 


AND DID THEY 
DO IT... 

See Monday’s Echo for 
for reports and reaction 
from Saints’ crucial final 
game with Coventry 


Sportsbookofthemonth.com price: £ 
6.56, saving 39% on rrp 

PUBS are such wonderful institutions. 

They thrive by being warm, sociable, wel¬ 
coming places where jokes are told, griev¬ 
ances aired, politics discussed and where 
outrageous plans are hatched. 

In Mud Sweat and Gears, author Ellie 
Bennett, careering towards her 50th birth¬ 
day, asks, “How many less than sensible 
ideas have been cooked in the pub after 
one too many beers?” The answer, of 
course, is ‘millions’. 

However, unlike 99 per cent of folks who 
agree to participate in absurd projects 
when fuelled with a few beers, only to 
soberly withdraw the following day, Ms 
Bennett sees her positive, if slightly hesi¬ 
tant, response to an enormous challenge 
through. 

The result is a tale of an unusual sporting 
quest to cycle from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, stopping en route at a number 
of fantastic-sounding pubs. In fact, the 
author helpfully supplies readers with an 
index of the 50 
best pubs she 
and her good 
friend and co¬ 
cyclist Mick visit 
during the jour¬ 
ney. 

This is not a 
story which con¬ 
cerns itself with 
the mechanics of 
getting fit and 
undertaking hours 
of training before 
setting off to break well-established 
records. 

Far from it: in fact, within a few minutes 
of starting, the author’s chain has fallen 
from her bike. 

Instead, it’s the type of sporting journey 
millions of ordinary people undertake every 
year, often with the intention of raising 
money for charity or another good cause. 

Though they had not initially planned to 
do so, our pair of intrepid riders opt to 
make the journey in aid of a local 
Alzheimer’s charity, a decision which gives 
the book a further sense of purpose and 
makes it more meaningful for the millions 
or people who have done something simi¬ 
lar. 

Though Bennett prefers not to provide 
readers with constant updates on muscle 
pains and strains, she really gets into the 
swing when in travelogue mode. 

Her anecdotes and witty asides are long 
enough to make them interesting, fre¬ 
quently seasoning a story that could, in 
less accomplished hands, become a little 
repetitive. 

Bennett avoids this and while purists 
may argue that this is not necessarily a 
sports book, it is a story underpinned by a 
mammoth sporting undertaking. Sport 
doesn’t have to be about smashing world 
records and, as Bennett proves, it’s the 
taking part that matters. 


(TOOLSTATIOK) 

A LOT IflOtf TMMfe TOOLS 



FOR TODAY’S LIVE NON-LEAGUE NEWS TURN TO PAGE 23 
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAINTS - LOG ON TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Moran: My 
thanks to 
Saints fans 
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STEVE Moran has thanked the 
Southampton fans who supported 
him during his Premiership 
Pedalathon. 

The former Saints striker complet¬ 
ed his epic 1,400-mile cycle ride 
when he arrived at Hull City for their 
home game against Nottingham 
Forest last weekend. 

He completed his journey by 
cycling a lap of the KC Stadium at 
half-time. 

Moran cycled between all 20 
Premiership clubs as well as 
Wembley and the five clubs he 
played for (Saints, Leicester, 
Reading, Exeter, and Hull). 

He did it to support Connor 
Lancaster, the 12-year-old son of 
his partner Hayley, and other suffer¬ 
ers of Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy. 

The 51 -year-old 
was a guest on 
the pitch at St 
Mary’s at half 
time during the 
3-1 defeat at 
home to Reading 
two weeks ago, 
having cycled the 50 
miles between the clubs 
that day. 

That was one of the highlights of 
his three weeks in the saddle. 

“We raised more than £500 just 
from supporters putting money in 
the buckets outside St Mary’s that 
night,” he said. 

“And the reception I had from 
both sets of supporters at half time 
was amazing. I’m so appreciative of 
the support I’ve received from 
Saints fans and the club. 

“The Southampton stewards 
couldn’t do enough for me and the 
fans have almost been on a mission 
to support me.” 

Moran’s last week was also his 
hardest of the three. 

“Earlier in the trip I nearly fell 
asleep leaning against traffic lights 
in Wolverhampton and I had five 
puntures one day in London. 

“But I only had four-and-a-half 
hours sleep one night last week and 
I was cycling knowing the forecast 
was for rain every day!” 

So far Steve has raised more than 
£4,000 but that is still less than half 
of the £10,000 he targeted. 

To donate go to premier- 
shippedalathon.co.uk. 


P/T & F/T opportunites. 
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GREAT DAY: Danny Wallace, main picture, celebrates one of his three 
goals against Coventry in April 1984. Below - City keeper Perry Suckling is 
beaten for one of Saints’ eight strikes. 
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Here, Tom Crocker looks back at 
Saints’ highest scoring post-war victo¬ 
ries. 






Sept 18 1965: Division 2 

Saints 9 (Chivers 4, Sydenham 2, 
Paine 2, O’Brien) Wolves 3 
Att: 23,226 


Apr 28 1984: Division 1 

Saints 8 (Wallace 3, Moran 3, 
Worthington, Armstrong) Coventry 2 
Att: 16.746 


NEED CASH? 

Don’t borrow it... 

Earn it 


IT was 28 years ago this weekend 
that Saints romped to their best 
ever top flight victory. 

And remarkably the visitors to St 
Mary’s this weekend, Coventry City, 
were the same club who were on the 
receiving end of a Dell battering on 
April 28 1984. 

Both Danny Wallace and Steve 
Moran scored hat-tricks, with David 
Armstrong and Frank Worthington 
also scoring. 

Only once in post-war football, in 66 
seasons, have Saints scored more 
goals in a league match. 

That was the club’s record win in 
September 1965 when Martin Chivers 
netted four times in an 9-3 Dell win 
against Wolves. 


Jan 29 1964: Division 2 

Saints 7 (Chivers 2, Wimshurst, 
Horstead, Sydenham, Kirby, 
Burnside) Scunthorpe 2 
Att: 14,221 

Cont on facing page 


Call 0845 125 5000 
or visit our web site at 
https://recruitment.co.uk 


Better ware 


SPORTS PINK - ALWAYS BEST TOR SAINTS NOSTALGIA 
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FLASHBACK: Nick Holmes, below left, while Suckling is beaten again, below. 




Brock not 
favourites 


BROCKENHURST aim to lift 
the British Colleges Cup for the 
second time in three seasons 
at Doncaster Rovers’ 

Keepmoat Stadium next 
Wednesday afternoon. 

But, on paper, they’ll be the 
underdogs when they face free 
scoring Greenbank College, 
from Merseyside, in the final. 

The Liverpool side have 
racked up a staggering 121 
goals, winning all but two of 
their 24 league and cup ties 
this season. 

But it won't 
have escaped 
Brock’s notice 
that the 
Greenbank 
defence may 
not be so 
strong as its 
attack. 

Whilst scoring goals has not 
been a problem, they've been 
leaking them at the other end - 
with Greenbank twice letting in 
six goals in a match, four in 
another, and three goals on 
three other occasions. 

Those stats will be music to 
the ears of guys like Brad Hill, 
Lewis Ross, above, and Adam 
Stride, who could all be match 
winners for Brock, whose 
exploits en route to the final 
have been modest in compari¬ 
son. 

Brockenhurst’s cup run 

Round 1 :QMC 2-3 Brockenhurst 
(Adam Stride 2, own goal) 

Round 2 : South Downs 1 - 7 
Brockenhurst (Brad Hill 3, Jack Lovell 
2, Caleb Porter, Lewis Ross) 

Round 3 : Brockenhurst 5-0 
BHASVIC (Brad Hill, Adam Stride, Jack 
Lovell, Brad Aspin and Tom Du Faur) 

Round 4 : Brockenhurst 2 Collyers 0 
(Adam Stride 2) 

Round 5 : Brockenhurst 1-0 South 
Thames (Adam Stride) 

Round 6 : Brockenhurst 3-0 Gower 
College Swansea (Jack Lovell 2, Harry 
Cooper) 


Semi-final : Brockenhurst 1 - 
Norfolk (Lewis Ross) 


0 East 


This is the third successive 
year a Hampshire Sixth Form 
Colleges side has reached the 
British final, Sparsholt finishing 
runners-up last season. 


CONTACT THE SPORTS DESK ON 02380 424515 


—I _ MAIN AGENT 

1C Towbar Services Ltd 
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Towbar Services Ltd, Pavilion Close, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hampshire S050 7PS 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£16,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gLM pnn noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

■ MT Bra an nCfllCSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I Rl II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

fltf L I 111 till Ml - 10 for Dorset Echo 

Hi I 1 prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 
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Winners 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Wednesday, 

2 May 
2012 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday 

5 May 
or Sunday 

6 May 
2012 


Competition number SI 6 



JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr F Mercer, Nr Tiverton, Devon, 
who wins the Runner Up prize of £1,450 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


Mrs S Ashbridge, Eastleigh, Hants 
Mr M Balston, Gosport, Hants 
Mrs S Blake, Southampton, Hants 
Mr A Bushnell, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Edwards, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Mr D Goulding, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Hooker, Southampton, Hants 
Mr G Jessup, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Jessup, Southampton, Hants 
Mr C Lock, Lymington, Hants 


Rules 


Mrs I Mehlin, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs B Middleton, Fordingbridge, Hants 
Mrs D Noke, Southampton, Hants 
Mr P Perrin, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs M Sibley, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs G Snellgrove, Southampton, Hants 
Mr M Weighill, Andover, Hants 
Mrs W Wellman, Southampton, Hants 
Mr J Winter, Southampton, Hants 
Mr A Wyatt, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB P0 Box 24 
Competitions, Southampton SOI 6 9ZD in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 




Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE 

FIRST NAME 


SURNAME 


ADDRESS No. 


□ MR 

□ MRS □ 

MISS □ MS 






































April 28, 2012 Please cross box 


□ CROSSES 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


□ 


□ 


□ 


125 
CROSSESI 

200 
CROSSESI 

325 I 

crosses! 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 

Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 
newsagents will be 
published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


PLEASE NOTE: 


NEW 

COLLECTION 

TIMES 

FOR 

NEWSAGENTS 


□ Please cross Hie Oox if you 

< .' ‘ 


l_ 


! Enclose ca&hldiequelpesEdl order No 
do not wish co receive information about other Daily Echo promotions 
On what day(s-) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 


Do you have Ihe paper 
home delivered? 

□ YES □ NO 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

PO BOX 24 
Competitions 
Southampton 
S016 9ZD 

Cheques payable 
to Newsquest 


Daily Echo 
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Non-league Action 



Diaper’s men travel to Gosport in play-off Spitfires are 

igrounded by 


SHOUNG SET 


Maidenhead 
late show 


Maidenhead 4 Eastleigh 3 


’BORO TEST... 



SHOUNG will travel to 
Gosport Borough on Monday 
in the Evo-Stik Southern One 
South & West play-offs after 
hanging onto fourth spot 
with a 1-1 draw at Yate 
Town. 

Having taken a 16th-minute 
lead with an excellent Lewis 
Fennemore strike, the Boatmen 
were pegged back from the 
penalty spot after the break and 
were lucky not have centre-back 
Lee Bright sent off for pulling 
down his opponent as last man. 

Sholing still ended up with ten 
men, however, when Marc 
Diaper was controversially sent 
off for violent conduct - a deci¬ 
sion the club are considering 
appealing against. 

Third-placed Gosport Borough 
rounded off their season by edg¬ 
ing Bishops Cleeve 2-1 at Privett 
Park - Justin Bennett and Adam 
Wilde (penalty) on target. 

SECOND 

Poole Town made sure of sec¬ 
ond spot with a 3-1 home win 
over champions Bideford cour¬ 
tesy of Dan Cann, Carl Preston 
and an own goal. 

Tom Killick’s men will enter¬ 
tain fifth-placed Hungerford in 
the play-offs on Tuesday - the 
Berkshire side having been 
thumped 6-3 at home by North 
Leigh. 

AFC Totton must wait until 
Tuesday to find out their Evo- 
Stik Premier Division play-off 
fate. 

But after this afternoon’s final 
league game at home to Bedford 
Town was rained off, the Stags 
now know they need just one 
point to make certain of a top- 
five place. 

Although today’s postpone¬ 
ment has pushed them out of the 
play-off zone with 71 points, they 
boast a significantly better goal 
difference than fifth-placed 
Stourbridge, who have 72 after 
being held 1-1 at Frome. And, 



ACTION: GE 

Hamble’s Ashley 
Jarvis holds the ball 
up in his side’s 
clash with Totton & 
Eling in the 
Sydenhams 
Wessex Premier 
League. Hamble 
ran out 2-1 winners 
in a match that was 
one of the few to 
get the go-ahead in 
the league’s final 
day programme of 
fixtures after heavy 
rain throughout the 
week caused a 
number of post¬ 
ponements. 


Daily Echo pic by Paul Collins. 


with third-placed Chesham los¬ 
ing, a win in Tuesday’s 
rearranged Bedford game could 
even lift Totton to third, securing 
home advantage in Thursday’s 
play-off semi-final. 

Havant & Waterlooville - wide¬ 
ly tipped as the next port of call 
for departing Totton boss Stuart 
Ritchie - hung on to their 
Conference South status by win¬ 
ning a 3-2 thriller against Staine 
at Westleigh Park. 

The Hawks went in 2-2 at half¬ 
time through Scott Jones and 
Ollie Palmer, having missed a 
Christian Nanetti penalty, and 


looked to be on their way down 
with relegation rivals Maidenhead 
edging Eastleigh 4-3. 

But Joe Dolan’s dramatic stop- 
page-time winner against his old 
club was enough to keep them 
up. 

New Milton Town face an anx¬ 
ious wait to see if they will 
remain a Sydenhams Premier 
club. The Linnets battled out a 3- 
3 thriller at fellow basement boys 
Hayling United to climb out of 
the bottom two. 

But Glenn Burnett’s men must 
sweat on the outcome of next 
week’s rearranged match 


between second-to-bottom 
Brading and Hamworthy United 
which was postponed. 

• ANDOVER New Street were 
forced to concede their final 
match of the Sydenhams Wessex 
League Division One today after 
manager Brian Drury resigned - 
taking the bulk of his squad with 
him. 

Next season they will look 
towards a more locally-based 
squad managed by ex-Bashley 
and Andover FC striker Phil 
Andrews and Trevor Knight, 
assisted by Stuart Anderson. 


EASTLEIGH were beaten 4-3 by Maidenhead 
in a most dramatic end of season encounter. 

Fielding an unchanged starting line-up 
against opponents needing a win to have a 
chance of avoiding relegation, Eastleigh fell 
behind on 15 minutes when Tom Jordan fell 
over in the slippery conditions and 
Maidenhead took full advantage with Tison- 
Lascaris setting up Alex Wall to score. 

Five minutes later a free kick was only 
cleared into the path of Tison-Lascaris, who 
made it 2-0. 

However, Eastleigh did pull a goal back in 
the 39th minute when Bradley Bubb set up 
Lee Peacock to score. And before half-time 
Andy Forbes came close to levelling. 

Maidenhead had a great chance to take a 
3-1 lead when Tison-Lascaris rounded 
Eastleigh substitute goalkeeper Gareth 
Barfoot and seemed set to score but hit the 
post. 

Eastleigh then made them pay for the mis¬ 
take with first substitute Sam Wilson slotting 
home his first league goal for Eastleigh and 
then Daryl McMahon’s cross being headed 
home by Mithcell Nelson. 

Tison-Lascaris soon levelled and then, as 
the home team threw the kitchen sink at 
Eastleigh, Semakula netted the 92nd minute 
winner. However, a last minute winner from 
Havant meant Maidenhead were relegated 
despite the victory. 

Whites get 
one over on 
former boss 
Widdrington 


Eastbourne 1 Salisbury 3 


THE Whites rounded off their season with a 
great 3-1 victory at ex-Salisbury boss 
Tommy Widdrington’s Eastbourne. 

With neither side having anything to play 
for, the game could easily have been “a 
nothing” affair, but the management con¬ 
nections between the sides and Salisbury 
midfielder Stuart Anderson playing on loan 
for the home side gave the clash a neces¬ 
sary boost. 

In the first-half Salisbury had to battle 
against a very strong wind and just after the 
half hour Will Puddy pulled off a great save 
from Ellis Remy to keep the hosts at bay. 

Towards the end of the half Salisbury 
came good with Dan Fitchett going close 
and Marvin Williams terrorising the home 
defence with his pace, but it was goalless 
at the break. 

After the interval and with the wind now at 
their backs, Salisbury showed intent with 
Charlie Griffin bringing a point blank save 
from Clarke Masters before Stuart Sinclair 
somehow put a shot over the top from two 
yards out. 

On 62 minutes Griffin fired in a vicious 25 
yarder that Masters could only parry to 
Williams who tucked the chance away. 

Four minutes later the Whites doubled 
their lead with a superb Griffin strike from 
the edge of the box and 12 minutes from 
the end Fitchett made it three after great 
combination with Williams. 

A consolation goal from Gary Hart arrived 
on 88 minutes but Widdrington was not 
consoled. 
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Borough 


progress 
gels Pike 
purring 



ALEX Pike has always been confident 
that he possesses the best striker in the 
Evo-Stik Southern One South & West. 

But even with big gun Justin Bennett in 
their armoury, Borough have never quite 
had what it takes to push for the play¬ 
offs and promotion. 

Until now, that is. 

With a top-three finish already in the 
bag prior to today’s visit of Bishops 
Cleeve, Borough are preparing to open 
their Privett Park doors to either Sholing 
or Hungerford Town on Monday (7.45pm) 
in the play-off semi-finals. 

Without doubt this is Gosport’s finest 
season since they won promotion as 
Wessex League champions in 2006/07. 
And, according to Pike, pictured below, 
it’s their defensive additions and the 
arrival of seasoned ex-pro Steve Claridge 
that have made the difference. 

“We’ve always had the best striker in 
the league in Justin 
Bennett - and it’s not 
just me that thinks 
that,” he said. 

“But all of a sud- 
I den we’ve signed 
two quality defend¬ 
ers in Lee 

Molyneaux and Brett 
Poate and goalkeeper 
Nathan Ashmore who’s 
among the best in the league. 

“We already had good players here like 
Aaron Cook, Gavin Jones and Nathan 
Kirby and then we signed Steve Claridge 
who’s brought a degree of professional¬ 
ism to the club. 

“We’ve only lost four times in the 
league all season. Only the champions 
Bideford can beat that.” 

Not only are Borough coming of age on 
the park, but they are strengthening off it. 

“It shouldn’t be overlooked that we’ve 
spent £275,000 on the ground which now 
has Conference South grading,” said 
Pike. 

“We’ve got new floodlights, a new 
stand ... it’s all happening here. 

“With the demise of Portsmouth, we’ve 
also picked up three or four new spon¬ 
sors - and we’re not just talking small 
amounts. They want to put in £10,000- 
plus each and that will make a huge dif¬ 
ference to Gosport next year.” 

Whatever happens in the play-offs, Pike 
has thoroughly enjoyed the season. 

“It’s because of the level we’re playing 
at,” he said. “Some say this division is 
just a glorified Wessex League, but it’s 
actually a very good league. Every week 
you’re tried and tested. 

“It’s good to see Winchester City get 
top spot in the Wessex League and, 
hopefully, they’ll get promoted, but they 
won’t find it easy at this level,” he 
warned. 

“Tom Killick won the Wessex League 
three times with Poole, but after the first 
six games in this league they’d lost four, 
and Tom realised he had to go out and 
sign other players.” 



‘Total nonsense 1 to accuse Tottoi 


PAUL WALLACE 


AFC TOTTON’S acting chair¬ 
man Paul Wallace insists the 
executive committee have 
always been fully behind the 
Stags’ push for promotion to 
the Blue Square Bet South. 

In a week when manager Stuart 
Ritchie tendered his resignation, 
Wallace dismissed as “total non¬ 
sense” talk that the Totton hierarchy 
would prefer not to get promoted for 
fear that the Stags are moving for¬ 
ward too quickly having only just 
come up from the Southern One 
South & West. 

Totton were today fighting to make 
the Southern Premier Division play¬ 
offs at the first time of asking and, if 
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successful, will be banging on the 
door of a second promotion in as 
many years. 

There has been speculation that one 
of Ritchie’s reasons for leaving after 
eight success-filled seasons is that the 
club are struggling to match off the 
field what they are achieving on it. 

But Wallace strongly rejects any 
suggestion that Totton are either 
unwilling or unprepared to progress 
to the next tier of the non-League 
pyramid. 

“From a club point of view, that is 


total nonsense,” he said. “The execu¬ 
tive committee, the trustees and, 
hopefully, all the supporters are 
fully committed to improving and 
going up to a higher level. 

“This season has probably exceed¬ 
ed all expectations, but if someone 
had said at the start that we would be 
challenging for the play-offs, we 
would have snapped their hands off.” 

When Jim Fallon, the Stags’ former 
main sponsor, withdrew his funding 
in early March, he questioned the 
executive committee’s ability to 
raise funds and drive the club for¬ 
ward. 

But Wallace, who stepped into the 
breach when Sean Whelan ended a 
brief reign as chairman at the start 
of April, stated: “We will cut our 
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SUCCESS: Stuart Ritchie has 
improved AFC Totton’s 
league standing every year 
since 2006 - as well as giving 
supporters a great day out at 
Wembley (main picture). 


:loth accordingly if we go up - and, 
yes, we can afford to be in the Blue 
Square Bet South. 

“The costs are slightly greater at 
the Testwood Stadium than they 
were at the old ground, but things 
tiave settled down now with the 
water, gas and electric bills. 

“At first we were landed with a 
Large lump sum for each while 
^ground developers) Linden Homes 
were sorting out the connections, 
but now we are getting regular bills 
and can anticipate our outgoings 
and budget for them accordingly. 

“The team manager next season 
will have the playing budget we can 
afford, whichever league we are in. 
We have done one, three and five- 
year projections for this division and 


also for the Conference South.” 

That manager will not be Ritchie, 
who has opted to step down after 
eight magical years at the helm. 

Since leading the Stags to Wessex 
League Cup glory in 2006, the former 
Aston Villa and Crewe Alexandra 
midfielder has raised the bar each 
and every season. 

Totton graced the new Wembley in 
the 2007 FA Vase final and have since 
won the Wessex League and 
Southern One South & West titles 
and back-to-back Hampshire FA 
Senior Cups. 

Earlier this season they made 
national headlines, reaching the FA 
Cup second round proper for the first 
time in their history and hosting a 
live TV game against Bristol Rovers. 


A club statement said: “It is with 
massive regret that we have to 
advise that Stuart Ritchie has sub¬ 
mitted notice to leave the club at the 
end of the current Southern League 
season. 

“After eight years at the helm 
Stuart feels that the time has come 
for him to move on and face a new 
challenge.” 

Acting chairman Wallace added: “I 
hope everyone will remember all the 
years Stuart has put into the club. 
He’s been a great servant to AFC 
Totton.” 


| COMMENT ONLINE 

jgj dailyecho.co.uk 


Cotes a good fit 
for Bemerton 


BEMERTON Heath Harlequins experienced 
a reversal in cup fortunes this week. 

Last year Ian Chalk’s men lifted the 
Wiltshire Senior Cup and suffered disap¬ 
pointment in the Russell Cotes Cup final at 
Newport loW. 

But one piece of silverware has made 
way for the other in the Western Way trophy 
cabinet, with the Russell Cotes now taking 
pride of place. 

Having failed to retain their county crown 
in a heated contest against Caine Town at 
Chippenham last weekend, the Harlequins 
tackled their second final in four days at 
Christchurch on Tuesday night. 

And this time they came away 2-0 victors 
as a Jack Slade brace and a man-of-the- 
match performance from goalkeeper 
Freddie Toomer contributed to Priory’s RCC 
downfall. 

Heath skipper Slade netted an early head¬ 
er and then wrapped up victory by burying 


Bemerton relinquished the Wiltshire 
Senior Cup with a controversial 2-1 defeat 
to Toolstation Western League outfit Caine. 

Chalk was fuming after just 20 seconds 
when Caine forward Tyler Sibbick slipped 
on the wet surface but won a penalty for a 
supposed Graham Mankin challenge as the 
defender saw the ball out for a corner. 

Sibbick converted from the spot and 20 
minutes later set up Levi Cox for Caine’s 
second. 

Danny Young pulled one back on 39 min¬ 
utes, but poor finishing and an inspired per¬ 
formance by Caine goalkeeper Steve 
Allison kept Heath out. 

Trouble erupted after the game when 
Allison refused to shake hands and alleged¬ 
ly punched Bemerton forward Joe Sanger 
when he asked why. 

The Caine keeper was then sent off 
allegedly flooring Heath’s Joe Fisher who 
was himself shown red during the trophy 



ALL SMILES: Bemerton Heath Harlequins celebrate winning the 
Russell Cotes Cup. 


the loose ball amid a goalmouth scramble 
in the second half. 

Christchurch had no luck at all, hitting the 
bar and post and being thwarted by a stub¬ 
born performance from former Eastleigh 
and Romsey stopper Toomer. 

Two years ago Bemerton were winners 
of the Sydenhams Wessex League Cup 
at Priory’s Hurn Bridge home and secre¬ 
tary Andy Hardwick admitted: “It’s a 
lucky ground for us, but I felt 2-0 flat¬ 
tered us. 

“Christchurch should have been 3-1 up, 
but we weathered the storm and Fred 
Toomer was outstanding. Mind you, their 
keeper made some good saves too.” 


presentation. 

“The penalty decision set the tone for the 
rest of the day,” said Chalk. 

“The final showpiece was an absolute 
joke. 

“We may not be angels, but referees have 
a responsibility as well and the FA need to 
take a real look at who they appoint to cer¬ 
tain games and whether they can actually 
handle the occasion.” 

Heath are still involved in the Salisbury 
Hospital Cup and entertain Downton in the 
semi-final on Monday for the chance to 
take on Amesbury or Laverstock & Ford. 

The final is at Salisbury City’s Raymond 
McEnhill Stadium next Wednesday (May 2). 


Kemp: finishing was the difference 


CHRISTCHURCH boss Graham Kemp felt 
poor finishing cost his side in Tuesday’s 
Russell Cotes Cup final. 

Jack Slade’s double ensured Bemerton 
Heath Harlequins left Hurn Bridge with the sil¬ 
verware - despite Priory creating a host of 
openings in a 2-0 defeat. 

Sam Griffin and Russell Cook each hit the 
woodwork at 1-0, while Bemerton keeper Fred 
Toomer earned the man-of-the-match award 
with fine saves from James Burden and Cook. 

But it was Bemerton who proved more clini¬ 
cal in front of goal, leaving a crestfallen Kemp 
to wonder what might have been. 

“The finishing was the difference and it was 
disappointing to concede two goals to set- 


pieces. It’s all about putting the ball in the 
back of the net - they did and we didn’t.” he 
said. 

“If I’m honest, we should have been two or 
three up at half-time. I think they got away 
with it and there wasn’t one moment at half¬ 
time where I didn’t feel we would go on to win 
the game. 

“Bemerton are a good side, though, and 
they came out and stifled us a bit. We didn’t 
really create a lot after the break and, once 
they got the second, the game was over.” 

Kemp will hope that his side will come back 
strongly in the Sydenhams Wessex League 
Cup final against Brockenhurst at, of all 
places, Bemerton on Monday week (May 7). 
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Gamble pays off 

FORMER Winchester City 
striker Mark Gamble was on 
target as New Forest outfit 
Bashley made sure of Evo- 
Stik Premier Division survival 
with a 2-2 draw at Bedford 
Town last 
Saturday. 

Bash, requiring 
a point to 
guarantee 
safety, went 
2-0 up 
through 
Gamble, pic¬ 
tured, and 
James Stokoe 
before ex-Christchurch goal¬ 
keeper Stewart Kearn saved 
a penalty from Ollie Thorne. 



James Hatch and Graham 
Clark hit back to earn 
Bedford a share of the spoils. 


On march in March! 

CHRISTCHURCH have won 


the Sydenhams Premier 
Division club of the month 
award for the 
fourth time this 
season. 

It follows a 
near perfect 



March in 
which Graham 
Kemp’s (pic¬ 
tured) men won 
six out of seven 
league fixtures and beat 
Downton to reach the final of 
the SWL Cup. 

Runners-up AFC Portchester 
won the Division One award 
for March. 


Hands off, Hayling 

FAREHAM Town have reject¬ 
ed Hayling United’s seven-day 
notice of approach for pacy 
centre-half Ashley Donald. 

The former AFC Portchester, 
Horndean, New Milton and 
Chichester City player, who 
has featured for Fareham’s 
reserves this season, has 
opted to stay with the 
Creeksiders. 


Macey’s aces 

WHITCHURCH United beat 
Stockbridge 3-1 in the 
Andover Open Cup final 
thanks to goals from Luke 
Walker, Paul Coventry and AM 
Brown. 

“It was a well deserved victo¬ 
ry and we played really well 
in the second half,” said Jim 
Macey, manager of the 
Sydenhams Division One 
side. “It’s nice to win a tro¬ 
phy and we seem to have 
done well in cup competitions 
this year.” 


Cuss wants Magpies to stick together 


THREE of Wimborne Town’s in¬ 
form squad have been secured on 
contracts for next season. 

Top scorer Matt Kemble, winger 
Jamie Davidson and defender 
Jordan Cole have all agreed new 
deals to keep them at Cuthbury for 
another year, with manager Steve 
Cuss promising more to follow. 

Cuss, pictured right, whose team 
have put their Evo-Stik Southern 
One South & West relegation wor¬ 
ries firmly behind them by winning 
five of their last eight league match¬ 
es, said: “It is an important summer 
for me to try to keep the squad 
together. 

“We are limited with our budget 
but, where we can, we try to put 
players on contracts if that is what 
the player wants. 


“I have, or will be, speaking to all 
the players to try to get them to 
commit to us next year. 

“A lot of these players have joined 
us mid-season and I hope they see 
the progression we have made and 
want to stay at the club. 

“We haven’t really set any targets, 
we just try to win every game. 

“At the moment things are going 
well for us and, hopefully, we can 
keep the squad together and carry 
our good form into next season.” 

Cuss’s comments came after 
Wimborne had won an entertaining 
home clash 2-1 against Tiverton 
Town last Saturday. 

Goals by George Webb and Tom 
Jeffes set the Magpies on their way 
and, although Tivvy’s Jules Emati 
Emati scored with ten minutes 


remaining to set up a grandstand 
finish, Jon Blake’s goalline clear¬ 
ance denied Michael Nardiello a 
stoppage-time leveller. 

“Our defending has improved 100 
per cent,” said Cuss. We are making 
good decisions on the ball and 
defending properly and that is keep¬ 
ing us in games.” 

Wimborne’s never-say-die spirit 
was typified by midfielder Blake, 
who has impressed since arriving 
from Bournemouth Poppies in 
March. 

“I am really pleased for Jon,” said 
Cuss. “He has come in and given it a 
go with us at the higher level. 

“He is a major player in both 
boxes for us and his workrate and 
determination in midfield was 
excellent.” 



CASE LANDS 
CHERRIES 

JOB AFTER 

FAWCETTS 
FIELD WORK 
EXPERIENCE 



NEW Milton Town loanee Ryan 
Case has joined teammates 
Alex Moth and Harrison Gilkes 
in signing a professional con¬ 
tract with League One outfit 
AFC Bournemouth. 

The trio, who have all been on work 
experience at Fawcett’s Field, are 
among just four players in their age- 
group to be offered a pro deal at Dean 
Court, writes WENDY GEE. 

Case, an 18-year-old former 
Brighton Hill Community College 
pupil from Basingstoke, said: “It was 
overwhelming and the news took a 
while to settle in. 

“Saying ‘Ryan Case, professional 
footballer’ did not sound right at 
first, but now I have embraced it and 
am really happy.” 


It has been a dramatic few years for 
Case, who was a comparative late 
starter at Bournemouth. 

While many of the boys he has been 
playing alongside at the Cherries 
academy have been with the club 
from a young age, defender Case was 
15 when he was spotted playing in 
the local leagues. 

“It took ages for me to get a chance, 
but I took it with both hands and got 
the scholarship,” he said. “I have had 
to work really hard over the last two 
years to earn a professional contract 
and it is great. 

“Now I am just planning to take 
each day as it comes, train really 
hard and see what happens.” 

Having signed for Bournemouth as 
a centre-back, Case has been con¬ 
verted to a right-back. 

“I feel I am more suited to right- 


back, but I can play right across the 
back four,” he added. “I enjoy the 
freedom at right-back. I like getting 
forward and being involved in 
attacks. 

“I might take a while to break into 
the first team squad, but as long as I 
work hard, show that I am willing 
to listen to what the coaches say 
and take it on board, I hope I can get 
into the side at some point next sea¬ 
son.” 

The form of the Cherries work 
experience boys has been a highlight 
of New Milton’s Sydenhams Premier 
campaign and secretary Richie 
Phippard said: “It reflects well on 
our club that Bournemouth only 
took on four players and three of 
them have been with us. 

“Ryan, Alex and Harrison have 
been very much a part of the team 


this season and it will be a shame to 
see them go. 

“The other lad who’s turned pro is 
Josh Wakefield who’s also been play¬ 
ing non-League with Wimborne and 
Hamworthy.” 

Case joins four other Basingstoke- 
born players in the professional 
game. 

Midfielder Tom Cleverley has 
endured an injury-hit season with 
Manchester United but is seen as a 
potential England prospect. 

Striker Rowan Vine is currently on 
loan at League Two side Gillingham 
with his QPR contract due to end in 
the summer. 

Ex-Saints defender Oily Lancashire 
is a member of League One Walsall’s 
first-team squad, while midfielder 
Josh Payne is impressing after sign¬ 
ing for League Two Aldershot Town. 


TURN TO BACK PAGE FOR TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS 
























SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 


THE DAILY ECHO 


27 


Non-league Football 



cm OWNER DESPERATE 
FOR MORE imE SUCCESS 


Wendy Gee 

wendy. gee@daUyecho .co.uk 

NON-LEAGUE REPORT: 


H 


CLUB owner Paul McCarthy is 
convinced Winchester City can 
go a step better than Poole 
Town in the Southern Division 
One South & West next season. 

Poole, the promoted Sydenhams 
Premier Division champions of 
2010/11, have wasted no time accli¬ 
matising to the next level having 
secured at least a top-three finish 
and a play-off place at the first time 
of asking. 

It’s a fabulous achievement by 
Tommy Killick’s Dolphins, but 
McCarthy reckons that, with a cou¬ 
ple of quality summer signings, 
Winchester can better it after claim¬ 
ing this season’s Wessex crown. 

“Tommy Killick’s done a great job 
at Poole, they’re a real good team 
and a strong outfit, and it shows 
what clubs going up from the Wessex 
League can achieve,” he said. 

“I believe that the team we’ve 
already got at Winchester would fin¬ 
ish top five in the league above and, 
with a couple of additions, we’ll win 
it,” he predicted. 

“We want to achieve more. This 
club is going places and I hope the 
fans can appreciate what we’re doing 
here.” 

McCarthy plans to sign his entire 
squad on contract next season - 
including prolific ex-Saints marks¬ 
man Jamie White who needed a hat- 
trick at Fareham today to break 
Andy Forbes’s all-time Wessex 
Premier scoring record of 55. 

“If we want to win the league again 
- and, believe me, we want to -1 can’t 
be having players lured away,” he 
said. 

“It’s not that we would stand in 
anyone’s way of progressing, but we 
just need that bit of security going 
forward.” 

In the case of White, whose current 
deal runs out this summer, 
McCarthy, below, is ready to offer 
“superior to Conference South 
money” to get him back on contract. 

City’s owner is convinced the 
Harefield goal machine will be head¬ 
ing back to the Football League dur¬ 
ing the course of next season. And 
when that day comes, he wants to 
ensure that Winchester are suit¬ 
ably compensated for helping to get , 
his career back on track. 

White looked to have a highly 



NEW DEAL: Winchester 
City’s Jamie White, left. 


promising future at Southampton 
until a cruel spate of injuries shat¬ 
tered his dreams. But since return¬ 
ing from a stint in Australia last 
autumn, his Winchester 
goalscoring heroics have 
made him one of the 
most talked-about 
players on region- 


“I believe that the team 
we’ve already got at 
Winchester would finish 
top five in the league 
above and, with a couple 
of additions, we’ll win it” 

al non-League scene. 

Several Conference and Football 
League clubs have 
sent scouts to 
watch him and he 
spent part of the 
season training 
with AFC 

Bournemouth. 

“Jamie’s 
coming 
towards the 
end of his con¬ 
tract and we’ve 
offered him a new 
one which we 
would like him 
to sign,” 

McCarthy 
explained. 



“He will go to another club eventu¬ 
ally, but if he doesn’t sign again with 
us we’ve got no bargaining power. 
And after all the time and effort 
we’ve put into rebuilding his career, 
we don’t want to end up with noth¬ 
ing. 

“We’ve offered him a fantastic con¬ 
tract and we feel he owes us one 
more signature. 

“It’s not that we’ll try and keep 
him. We’ve already got him trials 
with League clubs and the AFC 
Bournemouth thing is not dead. 

“If next season he does the same 
thing again and scores goals for us in 
the Southern League, we think it’s 
inevitable he will go. 

“He’s gone over two years now 
without injury which gives clubs a 
bit more confidence about signing 
him.” 

Winchester are also keen to keep 
their second White - ex-Reading, 
Gillingham and Eastleigh frontman 
Andrew - on board. 

“Andrew’s intimated he’ll sign,” 
said McCarthy. “He’s only just 
turned 20 and he’s a bit fragile, 
whereas Jamie White’s a bit more 
hardy and worldly.” 


Salisbury revamp 
youth structure 

SALISBURY City have revamped their 
youth structure. 

Michael Cooper has been named as 
head of youth development with the aim 
of offering boys and girls a development 
path from under-six to adult football. 

Next season the club will once again 
have a reserve team and the best of the 
youth players are expected to fill it. 

“The current youth section has had a 
successful season and the ^ 
plans can only help improve / 
the youth section and ben- / 
efit the local community,” I 1 

said Cooper, right. 

Whites manager Darrell 
Clarke added: “I brought 
Michael to the club to improve 
our links with the youth and he is doing a 
fantastic job. 

“Hopefully the youth development path¬ 
way will produce players for the first 
team.” 

Each child representing Salisbury will 
have benefits including full matchday 
training and kit, a season ticket and free 
Junior Whites membership. 


Won-league 

Newsi—. 



Give Groves a go 

BRENDON King and Matt 
Groves should be given the 
opportunity to take Evo-Stik 
Premier outfit Weymouth into 
next season - according to 
Nigel Biddlecombe. 

The Weymouth chairman, who 
signed the ownership of the 
club over to a community trust 
earlier this month, believes 
retaining the management duo 
would offer the Terras much- 
needed stability. 

Ultimately, though, it will come 
down to a board 
decision. 

King and ex- 
Eastleigh strik¬ 
er Groves, pic¬ 
tured, initially 
agreed five- 
year contracts 
under the Rolls 
regime back in 
February, but 
those deals were later 
declared null and void on legal 
grounds. 

Since the change in the board- 
room, the Terras have claimed 
just nine points from their last 
12 league games, raising con¬ 
cerns about the ability of the 
coaching staff. 

But with last Saturday’s 2-1 
victory over Hitchin Town 
securing their Premier Division 
future, Biddlecombe said: “I 
would like to see Brendon and 
Matt continue what they have 
started. 

“Hopefully, if we can give them 
a settled platform to do the job 
properly, they can then deliver 
on a more consistent basis.” 

Wessex refs promoted 

NO fewer than seven 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
referees have been promoted 
to Level 3 for next season - the 
highest in the league’s history. 
The magnificent seven are 
Ben Cobb from Poole, Andy 
Dine from Portchester, Aaron 
Moody and Sam Ogles, both 
from Chandler’s Ford, Tony 
Foster from Portchester, 

Mark Lucie from Havant and 
Portsmouth’s Casamir 
Nzenga. 

A Sydenhams spokesman said: 
“The League extends its con¬ 
gratulations and best wishes 
to them for next season.” 

Horndean get friendly 

HAVING secured Sydenhams 
Premier survival, Horndean 
are already looking towards 
2012/13. 

The Five Heads Park outfit 
have announced a pre-season 
friendly against Eastleigh on 
Friday, July 20 (7.30pm). 
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Whites pair stay on 

PLAYER-of-the-year Ryan 
Brett and fellow defender 
Brian Dutton have committed 
their futures to Salisbury 
City. 

Twenty-one-year-old Brett, 
pictured below, who joined 
the Whites in 2010 following 
his release from Plymouth 
Argyle, has signed a new 
one-year deal for the Blue 
Square Bet South club. 

“Ryan has done 
well for us this 
season and 
has had to 
play in differ¬ 
ent positions 
in addition to 
left-back,” 
said Whites 
boss Darrell 
Clarke. 

Ex-Weymouth and Eastleigh 
man Dutton has also signed 
on again despite interest 
from elsewhere. 

“He’s had approaches from 
one or two other clubs, but 
he’s opted to stay and help 
us build on the success 
we’ve had this season,” said 
Clarke. 

“He’s an important part of the 
team and he can help us 
push on and raise our game 
for next season. 

“Having already re-signed 
central defender Chris Giles, 
we are making good 
progress with next season’s 
squad.” 

Robins cock-a-hoop 

DOWNTON have enjoyed a 
record-breaking return to the 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
top flight. 

Prior to taking on Lymington 
Town today, the Robins were 
guaranteed to finish sixth in 
the Premier 
Division - two 
places higher 
than their 




BRADLEY 
BUDD: One 
of the players 
brought in by 
Baird. 



Baird happy 
to see back 
of season 



Skipper Josh 
Thomas, pic¬ 
tured left, 
headed in the 
only goal of the game 
last Saturday as Downton 
saw off Horndean at Wick 
Lane. 

Robins’ reserves ended their 
Wyvern Division One West 
campaign with a 7-1 success 
at Totton & Eling, including a 
Simon Colborne hat-trick and 
a goal for ’keeper Tom 
Robinson. 


EASTLEIGH boss Ian Baird 
doesn’t mind admitting he 
will be glad to see the back 
of the 2011/12 season. 

In all his time as a manager he has 
never experienced a rollercoaster 
ride quite like it. 

When the season kicked off in 
August, the Stoneham Lane club had 
taken a cost-cutting change of direc¬ 
tion, parting company with several 
core senior players and opting to run 
with a mix of youth and experience as 
part of a player development scheme. 

Baird’s brief then was to ensure 
Blue Square Bet South survival - and 
anything more would have been a 
bonus. But the picture changed dra¬ 
matically just prior to Christmas 
when Bridle Insurance burst onto the 
scene with ambitious plans to turn 
Eastleigh into a Football League club. 

Baird was furnished with funds to 
significantly strengthen the playing 
personnel and start building a squad 
capable of challenging for promotion 
to the Conference National - if not 
this season, then next. 

Money was released to draft in qual¬ 
ity additions like Damian Scannell, 
Bradley Bubb and Daryl McMahon 
and, predictably, expectations soared. 

But Baird said all along that 
regrouping for a play-off push mid¬ 
season would be a tall order - and so 
it has proved. 

Results have been consistently 
inconsistent with January’s 4-0 high 
against Sutton United followed by an 
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embarrassing 6-1 low at Boreham 
Wood in March. And, football being 
football, it’s invariably the manager 
who takes flak when things go wrong. 

Some supporters have called for 
Baird’s head, questioning his style of 
play. There have even been rumours 
on the fans’ forum about possible 
replacements, the latest being ex- 
Saints and England boss Glenn 
Hoddle - linked with Bridle’s 
Stewart Donald and Neil Fox 
when they first arrived at 
the club. Throw in some 
major back-stage changes 
- notably the departures 
of director of football 
Dave Malone and chair¬ 
man Paul Murray - and 
it’s fair to say Baird has M 
had more drama to con¬ 
tend with than your average 
Conference South manager. 

Small wonder then that the ex- 
Saints and Leeds United strik¬ 
er can’t wait to draw a line 
under 2011/12 and get on with plan¬ 
ning for next season. 

“This has probably been the most 
difficult season I’ve had,” he admit¬ 
ted. There have been so many ups and 
downs and ‘he said, she said’ situa¬ 
tions going on. It’s been quite drain¬ 
ing really. At the start of the season 
we had one remit and we were getting 



BAIRD 


things on an even keel. Then the new 
people came in with an influx of 
money and players and we had to try 
to bed it in and be successful. 

“Certain objectives were set, some 
of which were unrealistic, and the 
criticism has been difficult to deal 
with,” he confessed. 

“As a manager, you know you are 
going to be criticised, but some of it 
has felt unjust because people don’t 
know what’s going on at the club or 
what’s gone on in the past. 

“Expectations have been unrealis¬ 
tic, but somehow we seem to have got 
through it. 

“We’ve got the Hampshire 
Senior Cup final at St Mary’s 
to look forward to now (ver¬ 
sus AFC Totton on May 16) 
and hopefully we can make 
that a good night for the 
fans.” 

Disappointingly two of the 
four youth graduates offered 
two-year contracts by 
Easteligh have rejected them. 
Ben Wilson and Matt Gray have 
decided to go. 

Only Callum Casson has 
accepted the deal, while defend¬ 
er Will Aimson’s on-off scholarship at 
Hull City is likely to go through this 
coming week. 

“The club offered two-year deals 
and decent remuneration and we’re 
extremely disappointed that Ben and 
Matt have turned it down,” said 
Baird. “They obviously have their 
own reasons and we wish them well.” 


Murphy 
makes the 
marathon 

EASTLEIGH secretary Ray Murphy 
took six hours and 46 minutes to 
complete Sunday’s 2012 Virgin 
London Marathon. 

It wasn’t nearly as quick as he’d 
been hoping for, but had it not 
been for his good friend and 
physio, David Penny, he wouldn’t 
have run at all. 

Murphy was in deep despair 72 
hours before Marathon day, bare¬ 
ly able to move due to shooting 
pains in his right leg. 

But he knew that if any man 
could help him it was Penny - 
affectionately known as Doctor 
Death - whom he had known from 
their stints together at Bashley, 
Winchester City and Eastleigh. 

Murphy, who was staying with 
his sister in London when the 
pains set in, dropped Penny a text 
at 5am in the morning and drove 
straight to his practice in Totton 
where his shocked friend 
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mocked: “If I can get you ready 
for Sunday, this could be my 
biggest ever achievement.” 

But Penny - physio at Romsey 
Town this season - did indeed 
work his magic, enabling Murphy 
to join the 37,500-strong 
Marathon field. 

“It was hard work and I was in 
agony for absolute miles. It 
seemed endless,” he said. “I 
wanted to beat my previous time 
of six hours six minutes, but it 
was evident inside the first mile 
that it was not going to happen. 

“It took six hours and 46 min¬ 
utes, but crossing that finish line 
was worth all the hard work that 
had been done through training, 
Dr Death’s expertise and the 
sponsorship raised for two chari¬ 
ties - Great Ormond Street 
Hospital and Saint Francis 
Hospice.” 

Murphy, who lost both his par¬ 
ents in a six-week period last 
year, has already raised nearly 
£2,500. Anyone wishing to con¬ 
tribute can do so via http://uk.vir- 
ginmoneygiving. com/raymurphy 


Local and national football fixtures for the week ahead 


Sunday, April 29 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Chelsea v QPR (1.30), Tottenham v Blackburn 
(4.00) 

Monday, April 30 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Man City v Man Utd (8.00) 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division 1 South & West Play-off semi-final: 
Gosport Borough v Hungerford or Sholing. 
SOUTHAMPTON SATURDAY VETERANS’ 
CUP FINAL 

Sporting BTC v Nursling (at GE Hamble FC, 


7.30pm) 

Tuesday, May 1 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Liverpool v Fulham, Stoke v Everton 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: AFC Totton v Bedford Town 
(If Totton win, play-off semi-final is Thursday). 
Division 1 South & West Play-off semi-final: 
Poole Town v Hungerford or Sholing. 
sydenhams Wessex League 
Premier: GE Hamble v Bournemouth. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 


Senior Division: Colden Common v Sporting 
BW (6.30pm), Liss Athletic v Fleetlands (6.30pm). 

Wednesday, May 2 
BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Bolton v Tottenham (8.00) Chelsea v Newcastle 

Thursday, May 3 

HAMPSHIRE LEAGUE 2004 TROPHYMAN 
CUP FINAL 

Broughton v Upham (at GE Hamble FC, 

7.30pm) 

Saturday, May 5 

THE FA CUP WITH BUDWEISER 

Final: Chelsea v Liverpool (at Wembley Stadium 


5.15). 

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 

Arsenal v Norwich (12.45) 

N POWER LEAGUE 1 

Bournemouth v Preston, Charlton v Hartlepool, 
Chesterfield v Brentford, Exeter v Sheff Utd, 
Huddersfield v Yeovil, Leyton Orient v Rochdale, 
Milton Keynes Dons v Walsall, Notts County v 
Colchester, Oldham v Carlisle, Sheff Wed v 
Wycombe, Stevenage v Bury, Tranmere v 
Scunthorpe. 

LEAGUE 2 

AFC Wimbledon v Shrewsbury, Accrington 


Stanley v Crawley Town, Bradford v Swindon, 
Burton Albion v Barnet, Crewe v Aldershot, Dag 
& Red v Bristol Rovers, Gillingham v Morecambe, 
Hereford v Torquay, Plymouth v Cheltenham, 
Port Vale v Oxford Utd, Rotherham v 
Northampton, Southend v Macclesfield 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PRE¬ 
MIER LEAGUE 

Senior Division: AFC Stoneham v University of 
Portsmouth, Colden Common v Paulsgrove, QK 
Southampton v Liphook, Sporting BW v Liss 
Athletic. 

Combination Division: Liphook v Sporting BW 


TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE ACTION - SEE PAGE 23 
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FAWLEY FAITH IS 

IN WE KlDSmM 


FAWLEY AFC hope their 
young players will have 
learned from this season’s 
flirtation with relegation. 

Because, with no playing 
budget available, manager 
Colin Lane cannot see the 
average age of his squad get¬ 
ting any higher next term. 

Lane admits he has found the 
going tougher than expected 
since he took over the Long 
Lane reins from Paul 
Wiltshire in February. 

But having just about staved 
off the spectre of relegation, 
Lane has been handed the 
task of achieving next season 


FAWLEY AFC boss Colin Lane 
need only look at the 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
website to see what the Oilers 
have been lacking this season. 

A couple of clicks onto the 
Premier Division’s top scorers’ 
list following last weekend’s 
round of fixtures - and there was 
not a single Fawley name in 
sight. 

What’s even more depressing 
is that Fawley’s goal tally going 
into today’s game at 
Moneyfields is just a few more 
than Winchester City’s prolific 
46-goal marksman Jamie White 
has managed single-handedly. 

Hardly surprising then that a 
proven goal scorer will feature 
high on Lane’s list of squad 
additions this summer. 

Lane, who stepped up from the 
role of assistant boss following 
Paul Wiltshire’s February depar¬ 
ture, admitted: “Lack of goals 
has been our problem all season. 

“We should have gone out and 
looked for another forward earli¬ 
er. The goals we’ve conceded 
are similar to the teams in ninth 
or tenth place, but then you look 
at goals scored and they’ve got 
20 or 30 more than us.” 

While most managers would 
love some extra pounds money- 
wise to enhance their strike 
force, Lane believes that fewer 
pounds weight-wise could be 
the solution for Fawley. 

If ex-Sholing frontman Darren 
Morris stays and gets back to his 
ideal weight after long-term knee 



what he and Wiltshire had 
hoped to do this year. 

“We all know it’s been a dis¬ 
appointing season,” he said. 
“Both me and Paul thought we 
would be fighting for tenth or 
11th spot and, the way we flew 
off at the start of the season, I 
really thought we would. 

“But around October time it 
was like someone pressed a 
button and the season fin¬ 
ished. 

“Breaking into the top ten is 


ligament damage, the Oilers’ 
scoring problems could become 
a thing of the past. 

“If Darren gets fit in the close 
season, it’ll be like signing a new 
player,” said Lane. 

“I knew Darren when I was 
Paul’s (Wiltshire) assistant at 
Eastleigh reserves and then he 
played for me at Totton reserves 
before signing for Sholing. 

“He’s a powerhouse, a big, 
strong lad with a hell of a shot on 
him. 

“He’s maybe not as mobile as 
some, but he’s a box player who 
holds the ball up and heads it 
well. 

“I really hope he signs on again 
next season because Fawley 
haven’t seen the best of him. 

“He was injured for a long time 
and hasn’t really helped himself 
since he’s been back. He’s car¬ 
rying a bit too much weight. 

“He needs to get himself a bit 
lighter and, if he does, he can be 
our 20-odd goal-a-season man. 
We’re probably the only team in 
the league that hasn’t got one. 

“We’ve also got another 
promising forward, Ben Murphy, 
but he’s had to play in the centre 
of the park because we’ve had 
no midfielders. 

“We’ve struggled for goals all 
season and lately we haven’t 
looked like scoring. 

“In fairness to our forwards, we 
haven’t created a lot, but the 
bottom line is if you haven’t got 
goal scorers you don’t win 
games.” 


harder than I thought. 

“We were sixth after four 
games, then we went down to 
around 12th or 13th and then 
down again from there. 

“I’ve never been in a relega¬ 
tion battle before, even when I 
was playing. But a lot of it is 
down to the fact that 40 to 50 
per cent of our players have 
never played Wessex Premier 
football before. They’re young 
lads of 20 and under and they’ll 
learn from it. 

“I hope so, for the club’s 
sake, because no one likes 
being down there.” 

While Lane is determined to 
add at least seven to his squad 
this summer, the Oilers will 
continue to be fuelled by 
youth. 

“Next year we will still be a 
young team,” said Lane. 

“Fawley don’t pay money so 
I’d find it hard to attract expe¬ 
rienced players- plus it’s a 
long, dark road down here. 

“I live in West End and it’s a 
40-mile round trip to Fawley so 
it’s difficult to get players in 
from elsewhere. 

“If I can get a 50-50 mix 
between Watersiders and non- 
Watersiders that would be 
ideal. 

“I’d like to keep all the cur¬ 
rent squad together, but I’ve 
got a feeling we might lose one 
or two. 

New goalkeeper 


“We’ve got a 16-man squad at 
the moment but we need 22 
because you’ve got to take into 
account injuries, suspensions 
and work commitments. 

“It hasn’t helped that half the 
reserves are not signed on 
first-team forms, but next year 
we hope the first and reserve 
teams will train together and 
players will come through.” 

In an ideal world, Lane will 
bolster the ranks with two new 
forwards, three midfielders 
and a couple of defenders. 

He may also need a new goal¬ 
keeper with Adam Tong likely 
to return to his parent club 
Sholing. 

Tong suffered knee ligament 
damage against Blackfield & 
Langley two Fridays ago, forc¬ 
ing the game to be abandoned 
and replayed in midweek. 

“Adam’s on crutches and will 
be out for a couple of months 
through the summer,” said 
Lane. “Then I think he’ll go 
back and do pre-season with 
Sholing and stay there next 
year.” 


Slick striker would 
oil Fawley wheels 


JASON PRIOR: Six months on sidelines. 


Prior tipped to 
recover from 
unlucky break 


AFC WIMBLEDON frontman Jason Prior has been 
ruled out for at least six months after X-rays con¬ 
firmed a double leg break. 

The former Moneyfields and Bognor striker, who 
looked destined for a January move to Eastleigh 
until going for trials with Newcastle United, suf¬ 
fered the injury during the Dons’ 1-1 draw at 
Crawley on April 14. It followed a rash challenge 
by home midfielder Hope Akpan. 

The 23-year-old underwent a successful opera¬ 
tion and is recuperating at home. 

“I have dealt with tibia fractures before with pri¬ 
vate patients and they have been able to get back 
to a good standard in their chosen sports. 
Hopefully it will be the same with Jason,” said 
Dons physio Mike Raynor. 

“It will be six months minimum for him. He has a 
nail fixing the fracture site through his tibia bone 
(shin) and we have to wait for the two bone ends 
to knit together. The fibula is left to heal properly 
on its own. 

“We got him back when he had his knee problem 
and we will get him right again. Hopefully he will 
be back in a Wimbledon shirt in the near future.” 

Dons boss Terry Brown added: “Jason will obvi¬ 
ously be gutted, but he is still a young man who 
can come back from this. 

“I spoke to Jack Pearce at Bognor and Jason 
had never missed a game for five years. But he 
comes to us and gets injured in this first game and 
is out for six weeks and now he has broken his 
leg. It is really bad luck.” 



Non-league 
News 


Shaw can’t 
deny City 

WAYNE Shaw was a popular figure 
during his days as a goalkeeping 
coach at Salisbury City. 

But there was no room for senti¬ 
ment last Saturday as the Whites 
avenged October’s 5-0 reverse at 
Sutton United by defeating Paul 
Doswell’s promotion-hunting Us 3-1 
at the Raymond McEnhill Stadium. 

Sutton went one up through top 
scorer Craig Watkins in the first 
minute, but the game turned after 
Us’ former Havant goalkeeper Kevin 
Scriven had been shown a straight 
red for bringing down Dan Fitchett 
with 38 minutes gone. 

That forced Totton-based Shaw, 
pictured, to take over and, after a 
shaky start, the big man pulled off 
two great saves from Stuart Sinclair 
and Charlie Griffin to maintain the 
Surrey side’s half-time advantage. 

But there was no stopping 
Salisbury after the break as they 
punished the ten men with a Marvin 
Williams hat-trick to claim a welcome 
Blue Square Bet South victory. 

For Salisbury boss 
Darrell Clarke, it was 
the perfect way to 
bring the curtain 
down on the 
Whites’ some¬ 
what patchy 
home campaign. 

“I’m delighted 
with that perfor¬ 
mance to end our 
home season and I’m 
sure the fans will be as well,” he 
said. “We have had a mixed bag of 
home performances this season, for 
whatever reason, so it’s great to fin¬ 
ish with three points. 

“The only thing I could fault was in 
the first minute when we conceded a 
sloppy goal. But, apart from that, I 
thought we were by far the better 
team. 

“Their ’keeper deservedly got sent 
off and that changes the game to a 
certain degree, but we played really 
well in patches and finished off the 
job well in the second half.” 

“I thought we thoroughly deserved 
the points on the balance of play. 

“Our away form in the last 12 
games has been outstanding and 
today we’ve performed well at home 
against a top team who are in the 
play-offs. I hope supporters will 
remember this performance and 
come along and support us in their 
numbers next season.” 

Sutton’s former Eastleigh boss 
Doswell had a different view of 
Scrivens’ dismissal, stating: “I 
thought he was unlucky. Kevin is 
adamant that he didn’t touch the 
player and we had several covering 
defenders. 

“Wayne Shaw hasn’t been on the 
bench much recently because we’ve 
wanted to give as many outfield 
players a chance as possible, but for 
important games he’ll always be in 
the squad. He did well when he 
came on - he had to. Although peo¬ 
ple make comments about his size, I 
know he’ll always do a good job if 
called on.” 
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Scammell is 
to step aside 
at Hammers 

BRUCE Scammell is hoping his 
successor can take Hamworthy 
United to the next level after 
announcing his decision to step 
down as chairman of the 
Sydenhams Premier club. 

Scammell, who has been asso¬ 
ciated with the Hammers for 
more than 20 years, recently 
announced he would relinquish 
his position at the end of the sea¬ 
son. 

The most successful chairman 
in the club’s recent history, 
Scammell has overseen the 
Hammers’ rise from the Dorset 
Combination to the Wessex 
League, writes Neil Perrett. 

And during his six-year stew¬ 
ardship, the club has twice been 
crowned champions of the 
Dorset Premier League, won the 
Dorset Senior Cup and the 
Wessex League Cup and started 
entering the FA Cup and FA Vase 
tournaments. 

Former bosses Alex Pike and 
Phil Simkin, currently at Gosport 
Borough and Dorchester Town 
respectively, have progressed to 
manage at a higher level. And a 
number of players - including 
Nathan and Michael Walker, Ryan 
Dovell, Warren Byerley, Micky 
Hubbard and 
George Webb 
- have all 
moved up the 
non-League 
pyramid dur¬ 
ing 

ScammeN’s 
time in the 
chair. 

Now, at 59, 

Scammell 
says he has 
taken the 
club as far as he can. 

“I am not finishing with the 
club, but I want to step down as 
chairman and want to be able to 
carry on watching the team and 
enjoying it from a different 
angle,” he said. 

“It is a wonderful club and is 
heading in the right direction. 

“I believe somebody with drive 
and ambition might just take us 
forward.” 

Looking back on his time at 
Hamworthy, Scammell added: 
“When I came on board I wanted 
us to start winning a few things - 
and we did. The arrival of Alex 
Pike as manager certainly 
helped. Phil Simkin did well for a 
long time and kept things ticking 
over until we parted company. 

“When (current boss) Simon 
Browne came in, we were rock 
bottom of the Wessex League. 

“But he kept us up in his first 
season and has made giant 
strides since he has been here. 

“Our facilties are good enough 
to go higher and we would love 
to do that if we could get the 
infrastructure right. 

“But you have got to be sensi¬ 
ble and can’t spend money you 
haven’t got. 

“I have always prided myself on 
the club being well run financially 
and whoever takes on the chair¬ 
manship will find it in a healthy 
condition.” 



PHIL SIMKIN 
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SIPPING champagne in a 
Wembley bath, Alex Pike 
conducted his post-match 
interviews. 

“I’m drunk and it’s lovely,” he 
rejoiced, having broken a seven- 
year stint without alcohol to toast 
Wimborne Town’s famous FA 
Vase triumph. 

Twenty years on from that glori¬ 
ous day in the capital, it is no won¬ 
der that the magical memories 
remain a little hazy for the ex- 
Magpies manager. 

“At that particular time, I was a 
teetotaller,” Pike explained, speak¬ 
ing to the Daily Echo two decades 
after Wimbome’s national stadium 
success. 

“When we won, the lads got me a 
bottle of champagne and my 
thoughts from after the game are 
very sketchy to say the least. 

“I remember trying to be inter¬ 
viewed in one of the individual 
baths in the Wembley changing 
rooms. I don’t think it was one of 
my best interviews, put it that 
way!” 

Now manager of Gosport 
Borough in the Southern League, 
outspoken Pike has lost none of his 
sense for a sound bite. 

“I can remember the lead up to it 
and the game itself,” he recalled, 
reflecting on the 5-3 final victory 
over Guiseley in 1992. 

“I was lucky enough that it was in 
my first real season as a senior 
manager and that has always given 


WIMBORNE’S 1992 Vase winners: Back row (left to right): Steve Richardson, Nicky Bridle, Robbie Beacham, Kevin 
Leonard, Mark Allan, Andy Taplin, Bradley Homer, Alex Pike (manager), Nick Jennings (general manager). Front: Phil 
Langdown, Simon Lynn, Trevor Ames, Dominic Barrett, Tommy Killick, Jamie Sturgess 


me a barometer to see how the 
other seasons have gone. 

“The Vase anniversary also cele¬ 
brates 20 years of me being a senior 
manager - which makes me feel 
old. I used to sign the fathers, now I 
am signing the sons!” 

Pike keeps in touch with his 
Wembley winners and says they 
will always share a special rela¬ 
tionship. 

He said: “What we achieved has 
given us that bond. We still see a lot 
of one another. 

“We lost Tim Balch, which was 
really sad, but apart from that we 
are all local and we still see one 


another and bump into one anoth¬ 
er.” 

It is clear Pike still treasures his 
Wembley victory - even if he is 
unable to paint the most vivid pic¬ 
ture of it. And it remains an impor¬ 
tant chapter in south coast football 
record books, with no club manag¬ 
ing to match the feat. 

In the 20 years since, many teams 
have tried unsuccessfully to follow 
in the footsteps of the Cuthbury 
heroes. 

“I am sad and surprised to be 
honest,” admitted Pike. 

“For the three years that Poole 
Town won the Wessex League, I 


felt sure that with Tommy Killick 
and his experience, they would 
emulate it. 

“I was involved with local radio, 
covering Poole’s semi-final home 
leg against Whitley Bay, and I hon¬ 
estly felt that they would go on and 
get to the final. 

“It was quite sad that they didn’t 
because for the hard work they had 
put in for years at that level, I felt 
they deserved to get there. 

“But it just goes to show what a 
remarkable achievement it was for 
us in 1992.” 

If only he could remember all of 
it. 
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When Hampshire ruled 


FOR those of us of a certain 
age, the pinnacle of football 
at local level was the old 
Hampshire League Division 
One. 

Prior to the demise of ‘A’ sides 
of the local Football League 
clubs, defections to higher 
leagues plus the inception of the 
Wessex League in 1986, Hants 1 
was simply the best, writes 
JOHN LEE. 

Throughout the fifties, sixties 
and seventies it boasted clubs 
advancing to the second round 
proper of the FA Cup and to the 
semi-final of the Amateur Cup. 

Many teams were semi-pro - 
among them Saints, Reading 
and Bournemouth ‘A’ sides. 

Other strong teams of the era 
included Bournemouth 

Gasworks, Gosport Borough, 
Alton Town, Fareham Town, 
Andover, Totton, Basingstoke 
Town, Thorneycroft, island 
teams Newport, Cowes and 
Ryde Sports and the late, still 
lamented, Sholing Sports (Birch 
Lawn), Pirelli General (Dew 
Lane) and more. 

At one time, before the onset of 
competition from the likes of TV 
and other diversions, crowds 
thronged the touchlines with 
Newport often attracting over a 
thousand spectators to their 
Church Litten ground. 

Back in the early 1960s the 
team I have supported for over 
50 years was gaining promi¬ 
nence in county football. 

Brockenhurst, who owned 
their ground in the heart of the 
village at Grigg Lane, were reg¬ 
ularly attracting crowds of over 
two hundred with a brand of 
exciting, attacking football that 
carried all before them. 

Grabbed headlines 

Names such as ‘Ben’ Lyon, 
Derek Knott, Rodney Nineham 
and the late Brian Ambrose 
grabbed the headlines. 

Help from the village commu¬ 
nity and a dedicated, hard work¬ 
ing committee led by chairman 
Cyril Otter JP (who still sup¬ 
ports the club) was the catalyst 
for astute manager Jim Lawford 
to develop and improve the 
team over many years. 

A wonderful character, Jim 
will always be remembered for 
leading the Badgers to the 
Hants 1 championship in 1976. 

It was indeed a great achieve¬ 
ment for a purely amateur vil¬ 
lage outfit. 

The camaraderie Jim engen¬ 
dered in his players lives on in 
the well organised golf days for 
the stars of yesteryear. 

Jim’s son, Roger, who featured 
for the Badgers in their Hants 
League days as a powerful cen¬ 
tre forward with a rocket shot 
that led to trials with Saints, 
helps former long serving full 
back Mike Kimber and glove- 
man and former Pompey young¬ 
ster Eddie Tomkins make it all 



BROCKENHURST, 1970S. Back row:- Cyril Otter, Jack Hull, Steve Lawford, John Hallam, Ted Perfect, Selby 
Dando, Jim Lawford, Alf Grace, Brian McQuoid, Ian Ferrett, Trevor Clark, Harry Lee. Front row: John Lee, 
Jimmy Needham, Mike Ackling, Dave Dear, Bill Paramore, Malcolm Renyard, Peter Richardson. Mascot: 
Michael Browning. 



BADGERS, 1970s (above): 

Back (from left) Ian Ferrett, 
Trevor Clark, Cyril Otter, Keith 
Lawford, John Harris, Mike 
Lewis, John Dovey, Geoff 
Browning, Jack Hull, John 
Willson, Brian Marwood. Front: 
Jim Lawford, Malcolm Renyard, 
Kieron O’Donnell, Brian Pardey, 
Steve Hansford, Bill Paramore, 
Harry Lee, Frank Jeans. Mascot: 
Michael Browning 


happen. 

They all meet twice a year at a 
variety of courses. 

I am convinced that many, if 
playing today, would feature in 
the Southern League or higher. 



BROCKENHURST, 1970S. Back (from left): Harry Lee, Mike Lewis, Brian 
Ambrose, David Marsh, Steve Satherley, Mike Kimber, Jim Lawford. Front 
row: Barry May, Bobby Stephens, Roger Lawford, Brian Pardey, Bill 
Paramore, Mick Reeves. 


NON-LEAGUE ROUND-UP - SEE PAGES 23-29 


Home draw 
suits Killick 


TOM Killick knows that Poole 
Town will have to rewrite the 
Southern League record books 
to win promotion. 

The Dolphins were guaranteed 
a second or third-placed finish 
going into today’s final round of 
Division One South & West 
matches, ensuring them home 
advantage in the play-off semi¬ 
finals. 

However, the omens are not 
good because since the incep¬ 
tion of the division in 2006, the 
five promoted clubs have all fin¬ 
ished either fourth or fifth. 

Sholing, one of Poole’s play¬ 
off rivals this season, lost last 
year’s final at home to Frome 
Town - and that despite finish¬ 
ing 16 points clear of 
the Somerset out¬ 
fit in the league 
and boasting an 
awesome home 
record of 19 
wins from 20 
league games. 

It was a simi¬ 
lar story for AFC 
Totton, who were 
twice beaten by 
lower ranked sides - Didcot and 
Cirencester - in the play-offs 
before finally winning promotion 
as South & West champions last 
term. 

“I am surprised by the statis¬ 
tics,” admitted Killick. “If you 
look at the league table, home 
records are much better than 
away ones. 

“Maybe players feel the pres¬ 
sure more in one-off play-off 
games. 

“The expectancy levels are 
going to be higher and the away 
team may feel slightly more 
relaxed. But, irrespective of the 
recent history, I would much 
rather play at home. 

“We would get a big crowd 
and I think that would be an 
advantage.” 
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Alex keen to 
stay in Town 

ALEX Baldacchino is keen to 
put down some roots and would 
consider dropping anchor at 
Poole Town. 

The 21-year-old striker is dual- 
registered with no fewer than 
three different clubs - Poole, 
New Milton Town and his parent 
club Havant & Waterlooville. 

He recently joined Poole’s 
promotion bid after plundering 
28 goals in 34 games for New 
Milton in the Wessex League. 

The Portsmouth-based fron¬ 
trunner said: “I have been with 
Havant for a long time and they 
wanted me to get some experi¬ 
ence in men’s football this sea¬ 
son. 

“I played every week for New 
Milton and scored a few goals. 

“It takes time to settle at a 
new club and that’s what I have 
been doing at Poole. 

“Once they get used to the 
way I play, hopefully they will 
see the benefits.” 

He added: “I would prefer to 
stay at one club, but will have to 
see what happens with Havant.” 
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• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 
> BATH LIFTS 


EXTENSIVE RANGE OF 
WHEELCHAIRS AND 3 & 4 WHEELED WALKERS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


= GATES PEUGEOT 

3ROCl2M*U*ST SCWT HAMPTON * iSTABLSHED 1 H4S 

SERVICING | MOT | WARRANTY 
PARTS | NEW & USED CAR SALES 

Collection ond dull very service 
Courtesy Cars and Commuter link 


12 REG 1 


GRiL ?H?c"^BsntFO 0 R F 'JSg* 

Motability v|||fl 

NIL ADVANCE DEPOSIT ON MANY OF THE 
RANGE. PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS 

Tel: 01590 623344 

WWW.GATESPEUGEOT.COM 

Sway Road Brockenhurst S042 7SH 



STOP BURNING 
YOUR CASH 


Check out what you 
are burning! A new 
Class A Vaillant Ecotec 
Combi (WHICH 
magazine boiler of the 
year 2011), is 92% 
efficient. Your old 
boiler may be as low 
as 65% and you could 
cut your gas bills by 
30% 


ITwm 


SPECIAL OFFER ^ 

(worth £300) 

Class A Vaillant Ecotec fully fitted and equipped with digital 
programmer. Typical installation costs JUST £1,625 + VAT* 
all inclusive and we give a 5-year guarantee on all parts. 

*Subject to our FREE survey 

Hot water on demand—have it only when you need it! 

023 8036 6423 

www.heatingmyhome.com 
WEST QUAY ROAD SOUTHAMPTON 



Why STRUGGLE 

to get in and out of your chair? 

The 

ComfortZzone 

has the answer 

• l/l/e are Southamptons 
Healthcare Rise and 
Recline chair specialist. 

• Tailored to fit you 

• Modern & Traditional 
Fabric or Leather 

Visit us or we can 
visit you for a FREE 
home demonstration 

023 80 555 888 

www. deeceeupholstery. co. uk 
502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton, SO 17 3SP 


FREE comfort Pack 
(worth £115) with every order 




Passport A Visa 
Photography 



from 

City Photographic 
36 Bedford Place 
Southampton S015 2DG 
02360 632 727 Hi* 

www.thestudio-cltyphotoQraphlc.co.uk 



Home Choose Carpets 

J d 

wti-& 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100 # s of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING ' FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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All our wardrobes are designed, built and fitted by 
us to your individual specification. Let us create 
your perfect bedroom. 

Visit our showroom or call: 


interstyle 

Bedrooms 


MADE-TO-MEASURE FITTED BEDROOMS 
& HOME STUDIES 


Showroom: Unit 2, Nightingale Grove, Southampton, SOI 5 3HQ. Tel:023 8033 6331 
Open: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 10am-4pm • www.interstylebedrooms.com 
















































34 RINK 

Non-league Football 


THE DAILY ECHO SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012 



DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON FL 
Including Saturday 21/04/12 
SENIOR PREMIER 



P 

W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

PT 

Bush Hill 

18 

17 

0 

1 

69 

21 

51 

Comrades 

18 

12 

2 

4 

45 

31 

38 

Forest Town 

18 

11 

1 

6 

50 

33 

34 

Nursling 

18 

10 

3 

5 

37 

27 

33 

Southampton Uni 

18 

10 

2 

6 

38 

21 

32 

AFC Hiltingbury 

18 

8 

2 

8 

49 

45 

26 

Cutbush Athletic 

18 

5 

3 

10 

33 

67 

18 

London Airways 

18 

4 

1 

13 

26 

49 

13 

Bishopstoke WMC 18 

3 

3 

12 

31 

46 

12 

BTC Soton 

18 1 1 

SENIOR 1 

16 

16 

54 

4 

Netley CS Res 

22 

19 

3 

0 

85 

11 

60 

Cadnam United 

20 

16 

3 

1 

92 

23 

51 

Thornhill H K 

19 

13 

3 

3 

77 

36 

42 

Lyndhurst 

20 

13 

2 

5 

60 

28 

41 

White Horse NM 

21 

11 

1 

9 

65 

46 

34 

Hythe Aztecs 

20 

10 

2 

8 

62 

57 

32 

Hedge End Town 

21 

8 

3 

10 

55 

66 

27 

Durley Res 

22 

7 

1 

14 

45 

90 

22 

Comrades Res 

22 

5 

4 

13 

38 

66 

19 

Burridge AFC 

21 

5 

3 

13 

47 

53 

18 

BTC Soton Res 

22 

4 

2 

16 

23 

75 

14 

Mich & T Res 

22 1 1 

JUNIOR 1 

20 

21 

119 

4 

Wombles 

17 

10 

6 

1 

41 

21 

36 

South City United 

17 

10 

3 

4 

43 

28 

33 

S'mpton Energy 

17 

9 

5 

3 

66 

45 

32 

Park Sports 

17 

9 

3 

5 

49 

31 

30 

AFC Grains 

18 

7 

5 

6 

38 

29 

26 

Veracity Vipers 

17 

7 

3 

7 

46 

40 

24 

Compton 

18 

6 

4 

8 

46 

51 

22 

East Boldre 

17 

6 

3 

8 

37 

41 

21 

Braishfield 

17 

5 

2 

10 

24 

36 

17 

Otterbourne A 

17 0 0 

JUNIOR 2 

17 

11 

79 

0 

H End Rang Res 

16 

12 

2 

2 

37 

12 

38 

QK S'mpton A 

16 

12 

1 

3 

46 

16 

37 

Langley Manor 

16 

8 

3 

5 

46 

22 

27 

Solent Saints 

16 

7 

2 

7 

37 

40 

23 

Questmap 

16 

6 

3 

7 

40 

40 

21 

Chamberlayne Ath 16 

6 

2 

8 

29 

36 

20 

Hamble United 

16 

5 

4 

7 

27 

32 

19 

Inmar 

16 

4 

1 

11 

24 

45 

13 

Wellow 

16 3 0 

JUNIOR 3 

13 

24 

67 

9 

Forest Town Res 

20 

13 

6 

1 

62 

32 

45 

Chandlers Fd Rang 20 

14 

2 

4 

79 

34 

44 

FC Wellington 

20 

12 

2 

6 

50 

32 

38 

Compton Res 

19 

11 

4 

4 

47 

30 

37 

Riverside 

18 

10 

5 

3 

56 

19 

35 

Infinity Res 

19 

7 

5 

7 

44 

53 

26 

AFC Gordons 

20 

5 

1 

14 

32 

65 

16 

Bricklayers AFC 

20 

4 

4 

12 

26 

61 

16 

Capital 

20 

4 

1 

15 

32 

65 

13 

Warsash Wasps* 

20 

7 

5 

8 

40 

33 

12 

Cricketers Eastgh 

20 3 1 

JUNIOR 4 

16 

23 

67 

10 

Harefield 

18 

15 

2 

1 

87 

17 

47 

West Totton 

18 

15 

1 

2 

72 

25 

46 

AFC Gulf Western 

17 

13 

2 

2 

54 

19 

41 

Chandlers Ford 

18 

9 

4 

5 

50 

36 

31 

Botley Village Res 

18 

8 

2 

8 

44 

54 

26 

Good Companions 

18 

5 

2 

11 

39 

50 

17 

Brigadier Gerard 

18 

5 

1 

12 

31 

58 

16 

Priory Rovers 

18 

4 

1 

13 

27 

57 

13 

New Forest 

17 

3 

4 

10 

21 

57 

13 

Cricketer Fair Oak 

18 2 1 

JUNIOR 5 

15 

24 

76 

7 

Bitterne Pk Hotel* 

18 

13 

2 

3 

69 

28 

38 

Stanton FC* 

18 

13 

1 

4 

70 

40 

37 

Botley Village A 

18 

12 

1 

5 

62 

38 

37 

Horton Heath 

18 

11 

3 

4 

61 

37 

36 

Upham Res 

18 

9 

0 

9 

60 

47 

27 

Athletico Romsey 

18 

6 

4 

8 

40 

37 

22 

Freemantle AFC 

18 

6 

4 

8 

46 

55 

22 

Hamble United Res 18 

5 

5 

8 

28 

50 

20 

Lon Airways Res 

18 

2 

1 

15 

21 

70 

7 

Riverside Res 

18 1 3 

JUNIOR 6 

14 

20 

75 

6 

New Forest Res 

19 

17 

1 

1 

88 

27 

52 

S G Sports 

20 

16 

1 

3 

83 

38 

49 

Coxford Jets 

20 

13 

1 

6 

61 

49 

40 

Sporting Wessex 

20 

11 

2 

7 

50 

36 

35 

Burridge Village 

20 

10 

2 

8 

56 

38 

32 

Ampthill Athletic 

20 

9 

4 

7 

61 

51 

31 

AFC Station 

19 

7 

3 

9 

38 

39 

24 

Braishfield Res 

20 

6 

3 

11 

51 

62 

21 

AFC Soton 

20 

5 

2 

13 

40 

66 

17 

Mich&TA 

20 

2 

2 

16 

25 102 

8 

Mechanics 

20 2 1 

VETERANS A 

17 

42 

87 

7 

Questmap Vets 

17 

14 

1 

2 

60 

19 

43 

Nursling Vets 

17 

14 

1 

2 

47 

14 

43 

Sporting BTC A 

16 

13 

2 

1 

41 

11 

41 

Sholing A 

17 

10 

1 

6 

46 

29 

31 

G E Aviation A 

18 

7 

2 

9 

38 

35 

23 

Redlynch & W Utd 

18 

6 

3 

9 

30 

48 

21 

QK Southampton 

18 

6 

2 

10 

32 

34 

20 

BTC Soton Vets 

18 

4 

1 

13 

24 

48 

13 

Colden Common 

17 

4 

0 

13 

30 

45 

12 

Old Tauntonians 

18 2 1 

VETERANS B 

15 

19 

84 

7 

Langley Tavern A 

22 

13 

6 

3 

69 

30 

45 

Locks Heath 

22 

14 

3 

5 

54 

22 

45 

B Walthm Dyn 

21 

11 

7 

3 

64 

41 

40 

Hedge End Rang 

19 

11 

3 

5 

49 

40 

36 

RS Winchester 

20 

11 

2 

7 

44 

31 

35 

Hythe Aztec 

18 

10 

2 

6 

49 

38 

32 

Compton Vets 

22 

8 

7 

7 

38 

41 

31 

Langley Manor A 

20 

6 

2 

12 

38 

41 

20 

Northend United 

22 

5 

5 

12 

30 

57 

20 

AFC Stoneham 

20 

5 

2 

13 

31 

54 

17 

Albion Sports 

21 

4 

2 

15 

15 

52 

14 

Wildern 0 B 

21 1 9 

VETERANS C 

11 

33 

67 

12 

Sporting BTC B 

20 

16 

1 

3 

66 

17 

49 

GE Aviation B 

20 

16 

1 

3 

56 

21 

49 

Baddesley Park 

20 

13 

2 

5 

57 

32 

41 

Michelmersh & T 

20 

13 

1 

6 

50 

34 

40 

Sholing B 

20 

11 

2 

7 

43 

26 

35 

Royal Mail 

20 

8 

2 

10 

37 

41 

26 

Winchester 0 B 

20 

8 

1 

11 

26 

32 

25 

Langley Tavern B 

20 

4 

6 

10 

43 

64 

18 

Redbridge 0 B 

20 

5 

2 

13 

41 

73 

17 

Priory Rover 

20 

3 

1 

16 

21 

63 

10 

Langley Manor B 

20 

1 

5 

14 

26 

63 

8 



GLORY BOYS: Forest Town celebrate with the Junior 3 trophy. 

Womblesare 
on the march 


WOMBLES were crowned 
Junior League champions and 
will move up to the Senior 
League next season. 

They defeated Braishfield 5-0, 
Paul West scoring three. Tom 
Smith and Cameron Roach finished 
the job, writes ROD SUTHER¬ 
LAND. 

That, coupled with South City 
Utd’s shock 1-0 defeat against 
Otterbourne A courtesy of a Tom 
Howells strike, secured the title - 
but South City will also still be able 
to step up to Seniors. 

The Junior 2 title went to Hedge 
End Rangers Res who needed victo¬ 
ry over Inmar to depose long term 
leaders QK Soton A. They duly 
obliged 3-1 with Callum Kallaway 
grabbing a brace and Lloyd 
Kettlety weighing in. 

The Junior 3 title went to Forest 
Town Res after they won a crack¬ 
ing match 3-2 with Riverside, who 
could have taken the title them¬ 
selves had they been victorious - 
and won their last two matches by a 
large margin. 

Forest led 1-0 before Riverside 
scored two through Dan and Ryan 
Phillips. But Martyn Randall netted 


■ JUNIOR LEAGUES 

twice, along with Dan Fry, to seal a 
late win for Forest when a draw 
would have sent the title to 
Chandler’s Ford Rangers. 

Hants FA A Cup finalists FC 
Wellington were 3-1 winners at 



Infinity Res and should finish in a 
promotion position. 

Junior 4 long term leaders AFC 
Gulf Western fell at the final hurdle 
and a 2-1 home defeat by Harefield 
means they cannot now win the 
division. 

Harefield lead the table at present 
as Zac Glasspool and Gary Parnell 
avenged their Junior League Cup 
final mauling by the same oppo¬ 
nents. 

Junior 6 had two high scoring 
games. 

Third-placed Coxford defeated 
Mechanics in a 12-goal encounter 
with seven different scorers. 
Mechanics fought bravely scoring 
five with two each from Ruben 
Porras and Haljl Yetgin. 

Gareth Harris hit five as AFC 
Station hit Ampthill for six. 

NO TECNOLOGY NEEDED: 

Langley Tavern keeper Ray 
McDermott saves on the line to 
keep Rising Sun Winchester at 
bay to virtually assure the Vets 
B division title. 


Promotion 
tensions boil 

■ SENIOR LEAGUES 

WITH the Premier division done and 
dusted all eyes turned to the Senior 1 
promotion placings, which could still 
be important even outside the top 
two, which are already decided. 

Netley and Cadnam will be promot¬ 
ed as the top two while Thornhill HK 
and Lyndhurst battle it out for third 
and fourth spot. 

When they met on Saturday, ten¬ 
sions unfortunately boiled over and 
the game was abandoned with 
Lyndhurst leading 2-0 - a result that 
is likely to stand. Goals from Ash 
Baddams and Andy Longland made 
the difference. 

Cadnam defeated BTC Res 2-1 but 
only after going behind to the gallant 
underdogs. Adam Jones and Tom 
Glasspool turned it round. Matt 
Spraggs hit two for Comrades Res 
as they defeated Burridge 3-2. 

Three-way 
title tussle 

■ VETERANS 

SPORTING BTC have the upper 
hand at the moment after a 2-0 win 
at Nursling. But both have still to 
face Questmap so anything can 
happen in this three-way tussle for 
the A Division title. 

Ben Goodridge and Jason Gosney 
were the Sporting marksmen. 

Colden Common look to be in line 
for a bottom-two spot after falling 
6-2 at Sholing for whom Martin 
Chamberlain hit a hat-trick and Paul 
Strange two. 

The Vets B title is almost secured 
by Langley Tavern after two 3-1 vic¬ 
tories over Rising Sun Winchester. 
Phil Swainston, Steve Kingett and 
Darren Clark shared the spoils in 
the first encounter while Clark 
grabbed all three in the return. 

Hedge End Rangers must win all 
their remaining games and make up 
a hatful of goals in the process if 
Tavern are to be denied. 

Locks Heath finished level on 
points after a 2-1 win at Langley 
Manor. Paul Darbyshire hit a pair as 
Compton won 3-0 at Wildern, con¬ 
signing them to bottom place. 

Brand new 
clubs on way 

■ NEW TEAMS 

THIS Tuesday, May 1, is the League’s 
new team meeting and we have quite 
a few interested in joining us, plus a 
number of new reserve sides, so far 
including Harefield, Chandler’s Ford 
Rangers, Lyndhurst and Questmap. 

Hamble Club are likely to return to 
Vets with the inception of the over¬ 
t’s for next season and another Vets 
side in Woolston United. At least ten 
brand new clubs have approached us 
but not all have responded with the 
paper work yet. 
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Non-league Football 



i hayward Saturday Southampton & District Sunday Football League Junior 1Yophy final: C&G FC 3 AFC Anchor 2 


Five-goal 
Flynn on 
Electric 
charge 

STEVE Flynn was the five- 
goal star when DIVISION 
THREE champions and MA 
Hart Page Croft Cup winners 
Bournemouth Electric A 
brought the curtain down on 
an extremely successful cam¬ 
paign by trouncing Winton 
Borough 9-0. 

Dan Watt on, Matt Wallace, 
Sam Phillips and Matty Ings 
were the other Electric 
marksmen. 

Luke McArdle rattled in 
four when Bournemouth 
Manor turned up the heat on 
PREMIER DIVISION leaders 
Portcastrian by walloping 
Bosuns Chair 6-0. Darren 
Spiers and Sam Goodwin 
were also on target for Manor 
who remain a point behind 
Ports with a game in hand. 

Ben Virabi struck midway 
through the second half to give 
Portcastrian the verdict 1-0 
against Parley Sports. Parley 
made Ports work hard for 
their three points and the 
league leaders are indebted to 
goalkeeper Richard Collins for 
pulling off a brilliant save to 
deny Parley a late equaliser. 

Sway returned to winning 
ways with a 5-0 victory over 
Redlynch & Woodfalls United 
thanks to Josh Humphreys, 
Gareth Barnes, Dave 
Steadman, John Mulhearn 
(pen) and an own goal. 

Mike Thompson gave sec¬ 
ond-placed Queens Park 
Athletic a first-half lead 
against Richmond Park Con 
but the DIVISION TWO cham¬ 
pions came back with a cou¬ 
ple of second-half goals from 
Mark Pudney to win 2-1. 

Paul Morris struck for New 
Milton Linnets but they fin¬ 
ish behind runners up Queens 
Park Athletic on goal differ¬ 
ence after South Coast 
Demolition held them to a 1- 
1 draw through Steve 
Newman. 

Sway Reserves netted 
through James Totczyk 
and Jesse Gould but 
they had to settle for a 
point when Tom Flynn 
scored twice to earn 
Mploy a 2-2 draw. 

MA Hart Hayward 
Cup winners BU Staff 
need just one point 
from their two remain¬ 
ing games to become 
champions of DIVI¬ 
SION FOUR after Ben 
Cooper settled the issue 
1-0 against Magpies. 



FLYING TACKLE: AFC Anchor s 
Pete Woolhouse challenges 
C&G’s Dan Collinson. 




WINNER: C&G’s Wayne Healey scores from the spot to make it 3-2 and celebrates, 
below left. Photographs: Robin Jones 


HEALEY HOLDS NERVE 


By Tom Crocker 


echosport@dailyecho. co. uk 

A DRAMATIC late penalty from Wayne 
Healey ensured C&G FC took the hon¬ 
ours in a real topsy-turvy cup final 
against AFC Anchor. 

Anchor had led 2-1 but some set piece bril¬ 
liance from C&G swung the game back in 
their favour. 

Goal scorer Healey said: “It was a really 
good game. We went 1-0 up but gave away a 
penalty five minutes before half-time so 
went in level. We then fell 2-1 behind before 
a brilliant free kick from Alex Pattison 
made it 2-2. Then, with two minutes to go, 
we won a penalty which I scored!” 

He added: “It was a mas¬ 
sive team effort really. 
Everyone turned up 
and played their 
part.” 

And Healey is now 
hoping his side can 
use this win as a cat¬ 
alyst to kick on in 

I the next campaign 
and achieve a 
league and cup 
double. 

g He said: “We 
had a slow start 
jVy compared to last 
. season and went 
on a losing streak 
of about six games 
but we have picked 
up towards the end 
of the season. 

“We want to contin¬ 
ue pushing forward 
(next season). We have 
a good group of lads 
who are all thriving to be 
a part of it. It looks like 
* we will miss out on pro¬ 
motion this year but next 
we want to win the league 
and hopefully retain this cup!” 





LEFT: C&G 

FC’s Lejay 
Giles-Pilgrim 
sends two AFC 
Anchor players 
the wrong way. 

RIGHT: C&G 

FC’s Dan 
Collinson and 
AFC Anchor’s 
Pete 

Woolhouse bat¬ 
tle for the ball. 



TURN TO PAGES 36-37 FOR MORE SUNDAY FOOTBALL 
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■ HAYWARD SUNDAY LGE 


City of Southampton Sunday Football League DR Ryder Trophy final: Linden Tree 3 FC Railway 1 


Warren KOs 
new champs 

MARTIN Warren scored all three goals when 
defending PREMIER LEAGUE champions 
Branksome Con just got the better of their 
successors, Queens Park, 3-2. 

Warren opened the scoring but Shahram 
Sam-Daliri struck twice to put Queens Park in 
front before the interval. Warren put 
Branksome on terms after the break but 
Sam-Daliri looked to have restored Park’s 
lead in the closing stages but his effort was 
disallowed for offside. Branksome were then 
awarded a penalty which Warren converted 
to secure all three points. 

Queens Park had already secured the 
Premier League title prior to the game. 

Third-placed Branksome Railway netted 
through Sam Purdy but were beaten 2-1 by 
Queens Park Rovers whose goals came via 
Robbie Harber and Mark Goldsworthy. 

Unbeaten DIVISION ONE leaders Shoulder 
of Mutton need just two points from their 
three remaining league games to clinch the 
title after Peter Pritchard hit four in their 7-0 
triumph over Harry’s Bar. Sam Goodwin (2) 
and Sam Elliott were the other marksmen. 

Second-placed Foresters Arms kept the 
title race alive by subduing Bournemouth 
Electric 1-0 in their penultimate game of the 
season - Hisham Douik on target. 

Tiegla Tiles netted through Sam Cole and 
Jack Barfoot in DIVISION TWO but AFC 
Burton shaded it 3-2 with goals from Ryan 
Attree (2) and Ryan Hirst while, in DIVISION 
THREE, Carlos Costa scored twice for tailen- 
ders Boscombe Celtic in their 3-2 defeat to 
Ferndown Locomotive whose goals came 
from Johnny Haines (2) and Keith Jackson. 

The DIVISION FOUR championship goes 
right to the last game of the season with 
Specialist Lettings needing just a point 
against unbeaten Barton Wanderers at 
Fawcetts Field on Sunday to take the title. 

Lee Diaper, Lee Pearson, Danny Gibbons, 
Danny Young and George Knijff gave Lettings 
a 5-1 victory over Oakdale Con whose con¬ 
solation goal came via Jace Latore. 

Meanwhile, Shaun Waterman and Ollie 
Luchoomun scored two each in Barton 
Wanderers’ 6-1 drubbing of Victoria Cross 
with the other goals coming from Anthony 
Seeley and Paul Senior. 

Gary Craig, Dan Beck, and Darryl Goodayle 
netted for JS West Moors but DIVISION SIX 
champions Kings Arms Wallisdown had the 
edge 4-3 thanks to Paul Conroy, Mark Beale, 
Shaun Brooke and Ross Grimes. 

Charlie Foreman plundered four and Parris 
Simpkins bagged a hat-trick when runners up 
Townsend Spartans hammered Wimborne 
Magpyes 11-2 with Joe Hadden (2), Nick 
Greenfield, and Simon Walsh also on target. 
Jack Geddes and Luke Richards were the 
Magpyes marksmen. 

DIVISION EIGHT champions and MA Hart 
Nicholas Read Cup winners Bournemouth 
Borough netted through Dan Bailey (2) and 
Gareth Bailey but went down 4-3 when Ryan 
Glasspool and Ian Maidment scored two 
apiece for Dean Park Inn. 

Oliver Cottis struck for Ferndown Forest but 
A & T Athletic Reserves emerged 2-1 winners 
thanks to Jamie Tuvey and Ryan Mabey. 

Kings Park Dynamos netted through Alex 
James but Alderholt kept their DIVISION 
NINE title hopes alive when they upended 
them 3-1 with goals from Tom Cranmer, 

Elliott Cromarty, and Matt Cole. Alderholt’s 
two games against second placed Scott V in 
the space of five days will determine the des¬ 
tiny of the title. 

Shane Barney was the seven-goal star of A 
&T Athletic A’s 12-2 trouncing of Boscombe 
Celtic Reserves. Ashley Irving, Trevor Cook, 
Kyle Stacey, Lee Harding, and Clive 
Marshallsay were the other Athletic marksmen. 



CUP OF JOY: Linden Tree celebrate DR Ryder Trophy final victory. Daily Echo pictures by Stuart Martin Order no: 14278972 



GETTING SHIRTY: Linden Tree’s Lee Slade, right, celebrates his 
first goal. Order no: 14278828 


TREE-MENDOUS 


Slade hat-trick KOs Railway 


LEE Slade was Linden life’s hat- 
trick hero as they lifted the DR 
Ryder Trophy. 

Slade scored all his side’s goals in a 3- 
1 final victory over FC Railway at 
Romsey’s Bypass Ground. 

After a feisty start - ref Wayne 
Thomas booking Railway’s Ben 
McHale and Slade - the latter opened 
the scoring on the half hour mark 
from a Matt Camfield cross. 

Five minutes later it was 2-0 when 
Slade got the final touch to a goal¬ 


mouth scramble. 

But Railway hit back three minutes 
later when Mark Bond headed in a 
Mark Reeves cross. 

Slade completed his hat-trick ten 
minutes into the second period. 

Railway were presented with a route 
back into the game, but Dan Hancock 
fired his 70th minute spot-kick against 
the bar. 

Despite his goals, Slade missed out 
on the man-of-the-match award. That 
went to his colleague Alex Sheath 
instead. 



LEFT: Linden 
Tree’s Shahin 
Bani-Sadr, 
pictured, 
goes for goal. 
The rebound 
from his 
strike was 
netted by Lee 
Slade. 

Order no: 

14278837 


RIGHT: 

Linden Tree’s 
Kieran Walsh 
takes on FC 
Railway’s 
Sam 

McCarthy. 

Order no: 
14278903 



SEE MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO FOR MORE NON-LEAGUE 
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Southampton & District Sunday Football League Charlie Godden Trophy final: Woodmill 5 Bishops Blaize B 




Still time to nominate 
grass-roots heroes 

WITH just under two weeks to 
go until nominations close for 
the third annual FA Community 
Awards presented by 
McDonald’s, Hampshire CFA 
CEO Neil Cassar is calling on 
the people of the county to get 
involved. 

He said: “Grass-roots football 
is hugely important to the devel¬ 
opment of football at all levels 
in this country. 

“Whether you are a referee, 
coach or player your first expe¬ 
rience of the game will be in the 
grass-roots game but without 
the hard work and dedication of 
our volunteers, grass-roots 
football would cease to exist. 

“It’s fantastic that these 
awards recognise and celebrate 
the hard work of these impor¬ 
tant people.” 

The eight award categories 
are: 

• Outstanding Contribution to 
Community Football Award 

• Volunteer of the Year 

• Young Volunteer of the Year 

• Coach of the Year 

• FA Charter Standard 
Community Club 

• FA Charter Standard 
Development Club 

• FA Charter Standard Club of 
the Year 

• FA Charter Standard League 
of the Year 

To find out more about the 
awards, read about last year’s 
winners and nominate an indi¬ 
vidual club or league from your 
community, log onto hamp- 
shirefa.com or speak to the 
Hampshire CFA on 01256 
853000 or 

lnfo@HampshireFA. com . 

Nominations close on May 11 
and a shortlist of candidates will 
be selected by a judging panel, 
which will include Sir Geoff 
Hurst. 


ALL SMILES: Woodmill with the Charlie Godden Trophy. 


Order no: 14278595 


WOODMILL COME OH STRONG 

Spacagna leads second-half charge 


A SECOND half goal blitz gave 
Woodmill the Charlie Godden 
Itophy. 

After a goalless first 45 minutes, 
Woodmill turned on the style to run 
out 5-0 winners against stunned 
Bishops Blaize at Romsey’s Bypass 
Ground. 

Woodmill had the first chance of 
the final but Phil Spacagna fired 
over when well placed after being 
played in by Jody Hoare. 


After 20 minutes a mistake by a 
Woodmill defender let in David 
Kemp, who should have scored but 
shot straight at keeper Simon Tribe. 

Spacagna shot over the bar again 
when well placed. 

Bishops almost took the lead 
when, following a corner, Phil Hunt 
brought a great save from the keep¬ 
er. 

Woodmill opened the scoring 
shortly into the second half when 
Spacagna headed home a free kick. 


They increased their lead when 
Bishops defender Ben Jacobs direct¬ 
ed the ball past his own keeper. 

Woodmill then went 3-0 up with 
Steve Allen scoring from the touch- 
line - the ball sailing over the keep¬ 
er’s head. 

Woodmill added a fourth when 
man-of-the-match Tommy Stringer 
headed in a cross from Jack Jewell. 
Number five soon followed when 
Ryan Elliott scored following a mix 
up in the Bishops defence. 



TURN TO BACK PAGE FOR TODAY’S NON-LEAGUE RESULTS 
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WINCHESTER UNDER- 13S 
DEFEAT SPANISH GIANTS 



WINCHESTER Youth under- 
13 boys pulled off a spec¬ 
tacular 2-1 away win 
against the academy side 
of Spanish giants Atletico 
Madrid. 

The Winchester boys 
reached the final of a tourna¬ 
ment held at El Escorial just 
north of the Spanish capital 
last week beating San 
Lorenzo comfortably. 

But then they came across 
the strong, confident Atletico 
side. 

And they sampled their first 


WINCHESTER YOUTH 

U13s: Back row (from left): 
Alejandro Arguelles, Ben 
Phillips, Jake Freeland- 
Searle, Max Kirwan, 
Rafferty Tellett, Chris 
Buckett, Dan Charlsey and 
Jack Mathias. Front: 
Charlie Gwynn, Max 
Holden, Harry Bayles, 
Jimmy Hawkings, Matty 
Jowitt, Tom Steggall and 
Henry Phillips. 


taste of international foot¬ 
ball, lining up alongside their 
rivals for respective national 
anthems before playing the 
match against the backdrop 
of chanting Atletico support¬ 
ers. 

Winchester were not intimi¬ 
dated and matched their 
rivals pass for pass, closing 
them down and dominating 
the midfield. 

The Winchester back four 
were solid throughout the 
game and gave Atletico few 
chances to break through. 

Midfielders Jimmy 

Hawkings and Harry Bayles 
worked superbly together 
and scored a goal each going 
into half time. 

Atletico pulled one goal 
back in a tense second half 
and Winchester goalkeeper 
Alejandro Arguelles made a 
couple of difficult match win¬ 
ning saves to keep his team 
ahead but the Winchester 
boys kept their nerve and ran 
out well-deserved winners. 

Winchester have invited 
Atletico to a return match in 
Hampshire next season when 
they hope to host their own 
international tournament 
with teams from Hampshire 
taking on European clubs. 


HELPLINES 

■ WHITELEY Wanderers Youth 
Football Club are recruiting 
players to join their under-12, 

13 and 14 boys teams (current 
school Years 6, 7 and 8) for the 
2012/13 season. 

Interested? Please contact 
Mark Balsdon on 07749 730128 
or visit 

clubwebsite. co. uk/whiteleyju¬ 
niors. 

■ BROOKHILL youth require 
players for the 2012/13 under- 

14 Tyro League season. If inter¬ 
ested contact 07411 332358. 

■ WINCHESTER Youth under- 
13s are always looking for good 
players - if you would like a 
trial please contact John Jowitt 
on 07768 742476. 

■ HEDGE End Rangers under- 
11s blue are currently looking 
for players to join them for next 
season’s Tyro League cam¬ 
paign. 

If you are in Year 6 and have a 
willingness to learn from a pro¬ 
fessional coach twice a week 
at Wildern School, then please 
call Dave on 07770 411961. 


On the Crest 
of a wave... 

GOAL happy Crestwood will complete an 
all-conquering under-16 season in grand 
style if they beat Salesian College in the 
Hampshire Schools FA Year 11 Cup final at 
Fratton Park on Monday week, May 7 
(2pm). 

The Boyatt Wood college team has won 
all ten matches this season, scoring 51 
times and conceding only four goals, writes 
MIKE VIMPANY. 

They won the Winchester & Eastleigh 
League, winning all five games against 
Thornden (1-0), Romsey (9-1), Mountbatten 
(5-0), Toynbee (6-0) and Wyvern (3-0). 

They have been equally dominant in the 
Hampshire Cup, with Aidan Collins scor¬ 
ing ten times and Jordan Prince seven in a 
high scoring five-match run. 

Crestwood began with a 2-0 win over 
Hounsdown (Prince 2) before seeing off 
Kings’, Winchester, 5-3, with doubles by 
Prince and Darren Street. 

Tom Andrews’ youngsters have swept all 
before them in the past three rounds, with 
four-goal Collins leading a 7-0 rout of 



Woodlands, and Jamie Clarke and Collins 
each notching a brace in the 7-0 drubbing 
of Cantell. 

Bay House were spared no mercy in the 
semi-finals, where Collins hit a hat-trick 
and Prince scored two more in a 6-0 win 
over the Gosport side. 


CRESTWOOD COLLEGE UNDER-16s: Standing 
(from left): Ryan Kaijko, Manraj Birring, Luke Jones, 
Camerson Pearston, Jordan Hawkes, Dan Taylor, 
Sam Gristwood, Jack Geddes. Seated: Aidan Collins, 
Darren Street, Jordan Tyler, Jordan Prince (captain), 
Tinashe Chiguvare, Jamie Clarke, Liam Nash. 


EMAIL SUMMER TOURNAMENT DETAILS TO echosport§dailyecho.co.uk 
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CUP OF JOY: Winchester Youth under-14s celebrate their 3-2 
extra time victory over Oakwood Terriers in the final of the 
Southampton & District Tyro League Challenge Cup. Jamie 
Howells and Sam Beadle (penalty) scored for Winchester in nor¬ 
mal time with Harvey Thompson netting the winner in extra time. 



EASTLEIGH FC 
REDS UNDER- 

12s: Defeated 
Salisbury City 
under-12s 1-0 in 
the final of the 
Hampshire Cup. 

• Eastleigh FC 
Reds under-12s 
are looking for 
players to join 
the team for 
2012/13 under- 
13 season. The 
team is coached 
by FA qualified 
level 2 coach. 
For more info 
ring 07900 
987655 or visit 
eastleighjuniors- 
fc.co.uk/club. 


AWAY THE IADS! STONEHAM CLINCH TITLE 



KINGPINS: AFC Stoneham under-16s players and coaches with the City of Southampton Youth League Division 3 trophy. 


AFC STONEHAM under-16s hit 
the road to clinch the City of 
Southampton Youth League 
Division 3 title with a 3-0 vic¬ 
tory at Wyvern Youth. 

From the opening kick the inten¬ 
tions of AFC Stoneham were 
broadcast by their favoured 4-3-3 
attacking formation - left-winger 
Luke Cron looking the liveliest 
player on the pitch in the early 
stages of the match. 

The hosts, though, created the 
first real opening with just five 
minutes on the clock. A clever 
chip over the top sent Wyvern’s 
centre forward clear but he was 
prevented from pulling the trigger 
by a timely last-ditch tackle by 
Miles Hewitt. 

This stirred the league leaders 
into action, Cron sending a pin¬ 
point ball from left to right for the 
athletic Sam Adams to latch on to 
before firing a shot just over the 
bar. 

Cold but bright conditions then 
changed to torrential rain, with 
Wyvern getting a strong foothold 
in the match. From an excellent 
display of counter attacking foot¬ 
ball Wyvern won a deserved cor¬ 
ner. Making good use of the 
swirling wind the corner kick was 
cleverly lofted in to the Stoneham 
goal area, and had Dom Dewey 
not been at his best by tipping the 
ball over the top, then an upset 
might well have been on the 
cards. 

Soon after, a hailstorm forced a 
suspension in play. From the 
restart, AFC Stoneham were 
quickest out of the blocks and 
went ahead on 18 minutes. Team 
captain Lynden Rooms played in 
Adams who powered towards goal 
before netting with a neat finish 
into the corner. 

Adams made it 2-0 after finishing 
off a neat move started by Cron 
and AFC Stoneham maintained 
the advantage unto half-time. 


AFC Stoneham centre half Adam 
Palmer was a star at both ends in 
the second half, firstly organising 
his back line to keep Wyvern at 
bay and then heading in a corner 
at the other end for 3-0. 

With blustery conditions return¬ 


ing, controlled football was made 
difficult and the game became a bit 
scrappy. 

There was time for just one more 
highlight, Stoneham’s Aaron 
Murray unleashing a 30-yard left 
foot strike that smashed against 


the Wyvern bar - and then to safe¬ 
ty. 

AFC Stoneham manager Mark 
Sainsbury said: “The club takes 
great pride in the way the boys 
played, not just today but all season. 

“Six of the team came from our 


feeder club, Granley FC, who last 
season finished well down in 
Division 5 of the Tyro League. To 
see that sort of player develop¬ 
ment is what we are all about. 

“I’m made up for the whole 
team.” 


STORY TO TELL? CALL SPORTS EDITOR SIMON CARTER ON 023 8042 4515 
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uMlGHFENfl 


Mirrtii iut iamadon 


Quo/ity fencing / 


. ‘Your Party Starts Here ” 

Fcmcg Dress 


25°"yf 


Decking Close Board 

Trellis Larch Lap Panels 

Gates & Railings Reclaimed Materials 

Eastleigh Fencing Supplies provide a full range of high quality fencing and fencing supplies to trade, 
commercial landscaping companies, and private individuals across the South. 

CALL NOW ON 02380 011 777 

enquiries@eastleighfencing.co.uk www.eastleighfencing.co.uk I 
Unit 1, Withy Park, Withy Meadows, Dutton Lane, Eastleigh, Hants, S05Q 6AB | 



OPEN 
TUES ■ SAT 
10am - 5pm 


B Party Stop 


STUDENT 

rbtes co$tume$ for hire and sale 

www.dressinup.co.uk 

Pirates - Cowboys - 60’s & 70’s Roman - Medieval Edwardian - Military 
Glamour ‘n’ Glitz - Comical Hen & Stag Night - Vicars - Tarts - Nurses 

CONTACT LENSES 

HATS, TIGHTS N’ FISHNETS 

WIGS SWORDS JOKES WINGS 

MASKS HATS BEARDS MAKE-UP 

GLOVES LASHES ZITS N KITS 
Come in and see us at 

1 st FLOOR, 25 PORTSWOOD RD, SOUTHAMPTON S017 2ES 

Tel: 023 8067 9074 



Digital Switchover has 
Finished!!!! 

High Definition 
Broadcast 
Begins 

...Time for a new TV? 


KDL32EX723 

• 32” LED 

• Smart TV 

• 100Hz 
Smooth 
Motion 

• Freeview HD| 

• 3D Ready 


5 Year 

Guarantee 


RENEW YOUR CARPET 
THE STRESS-LESS WAY 

You’re j ust 7 steps from a lovely fresh 
new carpet., but without the ni g htmare 
of clearing vour room in preparation 

O We will move all your furniture for you 
0 Uplift and take away existing floor coverings 
0 If required, we will secure any loose or squeaky floor boards you may 
have, including staircases 

0 A comprehensive selection of carpets suitable for every room in your 
home fitted to the highest standard, 80/20 and 100% wool carpets, not 
forgetting a collection of carpets that can be cleaned with neat bleach, 
should you ever have a disastrous spillage that needs it 
0 All offeuts and waste materials bagged up and taken away, the floor is 
then vacuumed, and your furniture repositioned. 

0 Any door that needs trimming will be trimmed to fit your new carpet 
0 A comprehensive job completed by our in house fitters for no more 
money than other companies charge and expect you to do half the 
work for them! 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 
FREEPHONE 08009 158295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380736004 

12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk 
www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 

out of io, with over Ch6wtatrade.com 

320 feedback 


was 


£69959 


p\us 


£ 599 " 

Saue €WO 


To celebrate the arrival 
of our new range of 
Iconic Designer Stands 


we are offering... 


FREE Iconic Premier 

With this Glass Stand 

Offends 12 / 5/12 (usual price £ I 49.99) 


Choose All Black, Black/Chrome 
or Clear Glass/Chrome finish to 


compliment your room. 



4A - 5A Shirley High Street 
Southampton, SO 15 3LQ 
Tel 023 8077 2475 


Established 1949 


FREE EASY PARKING 
NEXT 

TO OUR STORE 

www.gibbs.tv 



STAIRLIFTS 


now only £997 


Price quoted is for a 120 kg 
straight stairlift in a standard 
staircase - subject to FREE 
NO OBLIGATION SURVEY. 
FULLY FITTED by our own 
qualified engineers, tested 
and fully guaranteed for 12 
months parts & labour. All 
inclusive price of £997. VAT 
exempt—VAT Notice 701/7 


Soft start and stop running 
Low running & maint costs 
Integrated self fault finding 
Latest British Standards 
120 kg or 180kg Capacity 
Full battery back-up 
Chargers on each landing 
2 easy to use remotes 


FREESURVEY 




1RSA REGAL 


023 8036 6423 


lifts 


OVER 50s CAR INSURANCE 


Paying more 
than £195? 



Don’t renew your 
car insurance 
until you’ve 
spoken to RIAS. 


P9Q Day 
L Ml 


>) 


comprehensive 
you could save 
new customers 
policy between 
already paying 


Renewing your car insurance 
in April? We’ve got some great 
deals for experienced and 
careful drivers like you. Plus, 
we’ll even include 90 days 
driving in the EU with our fully 
policies. Choose RIAS and 
money too, as over 20% of 
who took out a car insurance 
01.10.11 and 31.12.11 are 
less than £195. 


Free courtesy car 
whilst yours is 
being repaired 

Up to 9 years no 
claims discount 


FREE 

Parker pen f 

- simply get a 
quote before 
30 April. 


So don’t miss out. Call our UK call centre FREE today: 


0800 183 1232 L 

Lines open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri & 8.30am-4pm Sat t 


arias 

* . Where insurance 

WWW.naS.CO.uk gets better with age 


Quoting ref 
MA401 


tone Parker pen per household. Subject to availability. RIAS Pic registered office: 
Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 
1324965. Registered in England and Wales. Authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Services Authority. Insurance provided by RIAS is not available in the Channel Islands. 
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KITCHENS * KITCHEN DOOR REPLACEMENTS • GARAGE DOORS 


Save 

up to 

50 % 

off 

UPVC Windows 
& Doors 




evive your 


■. JLI 


8 | |Kitchen 

simplyj eplacing drcr^w fro nts\ 




Ihomeseal 


Quality and Service 

...you can depend on! 


CALL NOW 

To reserve your FREE No Obligation, Design and Quotation 

02380 90 5000 

www.homesealonline.com 

SHOWROOM: 67 Twyford Rd, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 4HH 


• ORANGERIES • CONSERVATORIES • WINDOWS • DOORS 


CARPET 

BARN 


FLOORING SUPERSTORE SINCE 1963 



^ bed spec^ 


BEDS, MATTRESSES, CARPETS, FLOORING & BEDROOM FURNITURE 


EXPERT ADVICE 

+ WE'LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE WRITTEN QUOTE!! FREE LOCAL DELIVERY! 


^getanTxTraA 



Open 7 days Carpet Barn & Bedstore: Parham Drive, Boyatt Wood Industrial Estate, Eastleigh, Tel: 02380 653600 www.carpetsandbeds.com 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 


Hampshire Fixtures/Results 2012 

APRIL 

30 Surrey, h, FLt20 

12-15 Gloucestershire, home, 
LVCC - Hampshire lost by 

JULY 

33 runs. 

6 Sussex (F), h, FLt20 

19-22 Glamorgan, SWALEC, 
LVCC - Hampshire won by 

8 Essex (F), h, FLt20 

2 wickets. 

11-14 Yorkshire, h, LVCC 

26-29 Leicestershire, h, 

LVCC 

15 Durham, h, CB40 

MAY 

17 Notts (F), Trent Bridge, 

CB40 

2-5 Northants, Northampton, 
LVCC 

19-22 Essex, Chelmsford, 

LVCC 

24/25 FLt20 quarter-finals 

7 Glamorgan, h, CB40 

9-12 Derbyshire, h, LVCC 

27-30 Kent, h, LVCC 

16-19 Yorkshire, Headingley, 
LVCC 

AUGUST 

20 Scotland, Uddingston, 
CB40 

6-9 Gloucestershire, Bristol, 
LVCC 

23-26 Glamorgan, h, LVCC 

10 Glamorgan (F), SWALEC, 
CB40 

27 Somerset, Taunton, CB40 

14 Somerset (F), h, CB40 

31 Nottinghamshire (F), h, 
CB40 

15-18 Northamptonshire, h, 
LVCC 

JUNE 

19 Surrey, h, CB40 

3 Surrey, KIA Oval, CB40 

21-24 Leics, Grace Road, 

LVCC 

4 Scotland, h, CB40 

24/25 FLt20 semi-finals/finals 

6-9 Kent, Tunbridge Wells, 
LVCC 

27 Durham, Chester-le- 
Street, CB40 

14 Sussex (F), Hove, FLt20 

SEPTEMBER 

15 Kent, Canterbury, FLt20 

1 CB40 semi-finals 

19 Middlesex (F), h, FLt20 

4-7 Essex, h, LVCC 

20 Surrey (F), KIA Oval, FLt20 

11-14 Derbyshire, Derby, 

22 Kent (F), h, FLt20 

LVCC 

27 Middlesex, Richmond, 

15 CB40 final, Lords. 

FLt20 

KEY: LVCC (LV County 

29 Essex (F), Chelmsford, 

Championship division two), 

CB40 (Clydesdale Bank40), FLt20 

FLt20 

(Friends Life t20), F (floodlit) 


DON’T SCRAP YOUR CAR 

SELL IT TO US FOR MORE TO RESTORE 
INSTANT CASH PAYMENT 
IMMEDIATE COLLECTION 
CONTACT 

USED CAR PART CENTRE 
AT OUR SOUTHAMPTON OFFICE ON 

023 8023 8459 

www.usedcarpartcentre.co.uk 
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CRICKET REPORTER 


THERE have been more ups than 
downs in the career of long-serv¬ 
ing Hampshire groundsman Nigel 
Gray. 

One of the county’s few survivors 
from Northlands Road, the 59-year-old 
has been one of the county’s most 
recognisable characters for more than 
two decades. 

Now in his 23rd season, he launched 
his well-deserved testimonial with 
patron Shane Warne in attendance at 
The Ageas Bowl on Friday night, fit¬ 
tingly at the end of the second day’s 
play against Leicestershire - the coun¬ 
ty of his birth. 

It says something for the respect in 
which he is held that he is only the 
third groundsman in Hampshire 
Cricket history to be awarded a testi¬ 
monial, following in the footsteps of 
Jesse Hopkins (1922) and Ernie Sykes 
(1975). 

Having moved south with his family 
aged six, Gray became an adopted son 
of Hampshire. He started life with the 
county back in 1989. 

After graduating from Keele 
University with a geography degree, 
Gray was ‘spotted’ by two of 
Hampshire’s other Old Tauntonians - 
chief executive Tony Baker and cricket 
committee chairman Charlie Knott - 
while working on pitches at Taunton’s 
College for Hampshire County Council. 

He soon became part of the fabric of 
Northlands Road and even lived there 
during the 1990s, next to the nets where 
the likes of Malcolm Marshall and 
Robin Smith honed their skills. 


Within two years of being appointed 
assistant to Tom Flintoft, he was pro¬ 
moted to head groundsman when his 
colleague returned to his native north 
east to work on Durham’s new 
Riverside Ground at Chester-le-Street. 

Gray’s arrival coincided with one of 
the most successful periods in 
Hampshire’s history. 

Having won the 1988 Benson & 
Hedges Cup, Mark Nicholas’s side 
added the Natwest Trophy in 1991, 
before lifting the B & H again the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

Gray had a growing trophy cabinet of 
his own during the 1990s, winning two 
ECB groundsman of the year awards. 

“Northlands Road had a good reputa¬ 
tion as a very secure batting pitch with 
lots of runs, quick outfield and high- 
scoring games - it wasn’t the bowlers’ 
place to be,” he smiles. 

“But it was such a well-established, 
flat square, it was very difficult to gen¬ 
erate result wickets.” 

Gray’s job became far more challeng¬ 
ing when Hampshire moved from their 
quaint old home to what is now The 
Ageas Bowl at the turn of the century. 

Like the Northlands Road bell - 


which makes considerably more noise 
- he was transferred to West End in 
2001, where his quiet diligence helped 
establish a ground that is the pride of 
the south. 

But it has been far from easy. He read¬ 
ily admits the lowest point of his career 
being back-to-back games midway 
through the second season of first-class 
cricket at The Ageas Bowl, in July 2002. 

The wicket used for Hampshire’s 
match against India was so capricious 
Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid 
refused to bat in the second innings. 

They considered the pitch too danger¬ 
ous, even with James Tomlinson taken 
out of a Hampshire attack including 
the medium pace of James Hamblin, 
Will Kendall and Lawrie Prittipaul. 


A few days later, Chris Tremlett and 
Lancashire’s James Anderson both 
made the most of similar conditions, 
claiming their maiden first-class five- 
wicket hauls during a County 
Championship match. 

The pitch was bad enough for 
Hampshire to be docked eight points. 

“We obviously knew settling a new 
ground would take time but didn’t 
envisage it taking as long as it did and 
didn’t realise how big a challenge it 
would be,” admits Gray, who lives in 
Botley with his wife Barbara. 

“We had a year when it wasn’t easy. 
We left pitches a bit damp in the first 
year and then tried to be more adven¬ 
turous by drying them out more in the 
second year to get more pace out of 
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STAR MAN: Hampshire’s 
head groundsman Nigel 
Gray makes his TV cameo 
during the 2010 t20 final at 
the Rose Bowl and, below, 
consults with the umpires 
during the England v Sri 
Lanka Test match last year. 






them. In hindsight, it was too early to 
be doing that.” 

Gray sought some advice from 
Flintoft, but as he was literally tread¬ 
ing new ground, much of his work 
came down to trial and error. 

“We were always coming up with the¬ 
ories,” he says. “At that time we knew 
the pitches would crack at some point 
during a four-day game but it was a 
case of trying to ensure that process 
happened as late as possible. 

“We got the pitches for those India 
and Lancashire games too dry, they 
were uneven and a problem. 

“That was the worst time and I try not 
to remember it! If I could do one thing 
again it would be to use the heavy 
roller on the square a lot earlier than 


we did. 

“We probably should have started to 
roll it as soon as it was laid. The ground 
was built in 1997 but we didn’t play on 
it till 2000 and I thought leaving it to 
mature on its own until then was the 
best thing to do.” 

Gradually, the Rose Bowl pitches 
improved. Midway through the 2003 
season, Hampshire won after following 
on against Glamorgan. 

“When that happened I thought we 
were going in the right direction,” says 
Gray. “And when John Crawley start¬ 
ed to score a lot of runs on a regular 
basis that also gave me hope that things 
were getting better.” 

Since then, Gray has prepared pitches 
for no fewer than 16 Ageas Bowl inter¬ 


nationals, including 13 ODIs. 

“We produced good pitches for one- 
day cricket from the start but the first 
one-day international [South Africa v 
Zimbabwe in 2003] was a steep learning 
curve -1 may have left it grassier than 
I should have done,” he says. 

Gray’s attention to detail culminated 
in the success of West End’s inaugural 
Test match, between England and Sri 
Lanka last June. 

He was lauded by all and sundry for 
the quality of the surface, as well as his 
team’s efforts during the rain-affected 
match. 

It was, without question, the highlight 
of his career so far. 

“I knew it was going to be a good 
pitch, it felt right from the start,” he 
smiles. 

“Sometimes you just know when a 
pitch is going to play well, it felt flat 
and hard. 

“But it would have been nice to have 
had five days’ play!” 

The Test pitch is one of nine out of 20 
on the main square that includes more 
sand in its loam than the others (a suc¬ 
cessful formula happened upon as part 
of an ECB experiment). 

There have still been anomalies, with 
the pitch used for Lancashire’s visit a 
decade ago not the only one to cost 
Hampshire points. 

Hampshire began last season’s T20 
competition with minus two because of 
a mischievous wicket “demonstrating 
excessive unevenness” used for a tele¬ 
vised Twenty20 group game against 
Somerset two years ago. 

“That was a one-off, something went 
wrong in the preparation and to this 
day I still don’t know what,” says Gray. 

But two months later, Hampshire 
enjoyed one of the most memorable 
occasions in the county’s history, win¬ 
ning the 2010 Twenty20 final against 


“l don’t want to be a u 
i pne Test wonder. I wa nt 

a chance to show tnel 

last one was no fluke." f 


Somerset under the Ageas Bowl’s 
floodlights. Gray played a starring role- 
and not just for ensuring all three 
games were completed, despite the 
rain. 

With Jimmy Adams on as Dan 
Christian’s runner, a global audience 
saw him scamper on with his white 
paint to extend the crease markings in 
the dramatic final over. 

Gray has also seen Hampshire win 
Lord’s finals but there is one trophy he 
would love to see back at the county 
before he retires. 

He was a student hoping to go into 
town planning on one of his early visits 
to Northlands Road in August 1973, 
when Hampshire beat nearest rivals 
Northants to take a giant step towards 
their second and most recent County 
Championship. 

As well as seeing Hampshire recap¬ 
ture that crown, Gray has another goal 
in his sights. 

“I don’t want to be a one Test won¬ 
der!” he laughs. “I need to knock out 
another Test match wicket to prove the 
last one was no fluke!” 

India’s return in 2014 will be the per¬ 
fect opportunity for Gray to put to rest 
the gremlins of 2002, once and for all. 


FOR HAMPSHIRE CRICKET NEWS 



Clarke aiming to 
get Australia 
back to the top 

CAPTAIN Michael Clarke was not getting carried away 
over Australia’s chances of regaining the number one 
Test ranking after their series triumph in the 
Caribbean, accepting his side still had a long way to 
go. 

Ex-Hampshire star Clarke, pictured above, bagged a 
five-wicket haul as Australia concluded their tour 
with a 75-run win over West Indies in the third and 
final Test in Dominica to clinch a 2-0 series victory. 
Since their tour of South Africa, Australia have lost 
just one of nine Tests and are now up to third in the 
Test rankings, but Clarke insisted the number one 
mantle was still a distant dream. 

“We as players don’t consider ourselves as the num¬ 
ber one Test team but we know that is a goal we’re 
working to,” he said. 

“I think we’re ranked third now, so I still think we’re a 
way off that. We need a lot of improvement to 
become the number one team. 

“It’s not just about one series or one summer - it’s 
consistency that gets you to be the number one rank¬ 
ing.” 

Clarke pinpointed Australia’s last-gasp win over 
South Africa in the second Test in November - one of 
his first tours as captain following Ricky Ponting’s 
resignation - as the turning point leading to their 
recent run of results. 

“To be able to pull off a win in Johannesburg, and 
we’re talking about a very strong Test cricket team in 
their own backyard, so to be able to level that series 
was a great learning curve for us,” he said. 

“I’ve really enjoyed it (the captaincy). I’ve been very 
lucky to have some other great leaders around me as 
well as wonderful support staff. The captain is only as 
good as his stock. They put me in a position to be 
able to take a risk or declare, and that’s only because 
I have confidence in them.” 


BRVSTONE 

The First Choice for BMW & New Mini Servicing 

Leading independent BMW & New Mini specialist Competitive rates 
including fixed price servicing 
All work carried out to BMW specifications 
Modern fully equipped workshop 
Latest BMW diagnostic technology 
BMW dealer trained technicians 
Servicing while you wait by appointment 

Bryston Limited, Unit 5 Newmans, Newmans Copse Road, Hounsdown Business 
ParkTotton, Southampton, Hampshire S040 9LX 

023 8066 1010 

Hours of business: Monday - Friday 8.00am - 6.00pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm 
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HAMPSHIRE 2ND XI/ACADEMY: Defeated South Wilts in last weekend’s twenty20 at 
Bemerton. Standing (from left): Adam Rouse, Sean Terry, Tom Barber, James Halson, 
Ryan Scott, Matt King. Seated: Jack Sheppard, Jake George, James Haggaty, Robert 
Gibson, Lewis McManus. 


Teenage kicks: Academy quartet 
make the on-field headlines 


NEW Hampshire Academy 
manager Bobby Parks is 
licking his lips at the 
prospect of watching some 
of the county’s exciting 
talent develop during the 
summer months. 

Parks has taken over 
Tony Middleton’s role as 
academy director and has 
inherited almost all of the 
Hampshire junior age 
group side which lifted the 
ECB Under-17 County Cup 
last season, writes MIKE 
VIMPANY. 

His young charges had 
their first run out of the 
season in the freezing cold 
at Bemerton last Sunday, 
where a youthful county 
team helped South Wilts 
celebrate the opening of 
the Salisbury club’s 
superb £1.3m clubhouse 
and pavilion. 

But while South Wilts 
celebrated off the field, the 


Hampshire were toasting 
success on it. 

Two batsmen and two 
bowlers certainly caught 
the eye. 

Ventnor-raised Jake 
George, who won the 
Southern Electric Premier 
League’s prestigious 
Young Cricketer award 
last season, struck a fluent 
54 at the top of the order - 
he certainly punished the 
bad ball, while his 
Portsmouth Grammar 
School teammate Robert 
Gibson smacked a quick- 
fire 50 as Hampshire post¬ 
ed a daunting 170-6 in 20 
overs. 

South Wilts were torn 
apart by pace duo Tom 
Barber and Matt King. 

The 16-year old Barber 
really could be one to 
watch for the future. 

The Parley left-armer, 
who took 14 Premier 


League wickets for the 
Academy last season, has 
put on a yard of pace over 
the winter and helped him¬ 
self to four wickets for just 
five runs in his four-over 
spell. 

King returned 3-14 as 
South Wilts sank to 32-6 
before a breezy half-centu¬ 
ry by Rob Franklin lifted 
their disappointing reply 
to 92. 

The Academy, who were 
due to play Ventnor in a 
50-over warm-up this 
weekend, ironically start 
their Premier League pro¬ 
gramme against South 
Wilts on the Ageas Bowl 
Nursery Ground next 
Saturday, 1pm. 

They make their 
Southern Electric twenty 
20 Cup bow against 
Portsmouth on Sunday 
(2pm), again on the 
Nursery Ground. 


immiwBEGm 

NEW CAREER CHAPTER 

Mixed emotions as Goldstraw joins Salisbury . 


DAN Goldstraw has called 
time on his cricket career 
with Totton & Eling after 12 
seasons and a staggering 
393 Southern Electric 
Premier League wickets. 

The evergreen left-arm medi¬ 
um-pace bowler has joined his 
former Eels captain David 
Banks at Sarisbury Athletic, 
newly promoted into Division 2 
for the upcoming season. 

Goldstraw, one of the area’s 
best known recreational crick¬ 
eters, said that he was “a bit gut¬ 
ted” to be leaving Southern 
Gardens 

“I loved playing there, pretty 
much every minute of it, and 
helping the club win three 
Premier titles in four years in 
the mid-2000s was obviously a 
bit special,” he said. 

But he is keen to put some¬ 
thing back into cricket and with 
former Alton all-rounder Dave 
Taylor being appointed play¬ 
er/coach at Totton, he felt it was 
probably time to move on. 

“I captained Totton & Eling’s 
2nd XI last season and thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed being on the 


■ By Mike Vimpany 

echosport@dailyecho. co. uk 

field helping some talented 
youngsters improve their 
game,” he added. 

“I’m keen to do a lot more 
cricket coaching and that oppor¬ 
tunity has presented itself at 
Sarisbury, who have colts com¬ 
ing out of their ears and are run¬ 
ning six Saturday league sides, 
which is fantastic. 

‘Link with the past’ 

“Sometimes you need to move 
to do that effectively, and I was 
probably too much of a link with 
the past at Totton, and too close 
to that team of the past. 

“I really hope - and believe 
they will - move forward more 
effectively without me clogging 
up stuff.” 

Goldstraw joined Totton & 
Eling (then BAT Sports) when 
the Southern Electric Premier 
League was formed in 2000 and 
won the Premier Division bowl¬ 
ing prize in 2001 and again in 
2002. 

He was frequently in the top 


five wicket-takers in the SPL 
and his career-best return of 8- 
29 against Calmore Sports in 
2003 has only been bettered by 
three other bowlers. 

His tally of 19 separate five- 
wicket hauls is a league record. 

In all, Goldstraw played in 
four Premier Division cham¬ 
pionship winning sides at 
Southern Gardens. 

Two seasons ago he took 
the decision to drop down 
and help Totton’s young¬ 
sters mature in Division 
3 cricket. 

Now he is set for a 
new phase of his 
career with 

Sarisbury Athletic, 
where he will join 
former Totton team¬ 
mates David Banks and] 

Archie Norris in a side 
which finished run¬ 
ners-up to Old 
Tauntonians & Romsey 
last season. 

Sarisbury Athletic^ 

make their Division 2 bow 1 
against Liphook & Ripsley 1 
at Allotment Road, next' 
Saturday, May 5. 
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Blowers 


on full 


in 


HENRY Blofeld, one of broadcasting s 
most distinctive voices, was the guest 
speaker at South Wilts’ pre-season lunch 
to officially open the magnificent new 
clubhouse and pavilion at Bemerton. 

The veteran broadcaster, pictured 
below, enthralled the audience, which 
included the Hampshire and South Wilts 
teams, with uproarious stories from the 
commentary box as well as 
others about his wide cir¬ 
cle of friends who range 
from Dad’s Army actor 
Clive Dunn through | 1 
Noel Coward and Ian 
Fleming, who pinched _ 

his name for James 
Bond’s arch enemy. 

It was evident that 
‘Blowers’, as he is fondly 
known, has a tremendous zest for life; 
his broadcasts are always lively and full 
of humour and he is famous for the way 
in which he paints the picture for listen¬ 
ers omitting no detail, down to the 
pigeons, aeroplanes, red buses and heli¬ 
copters. 

He certainly didn’t disappoint at 
Bemerton... 
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STUNNING BACKDROP: 

South Wilts’ brand new 
£1.3m clubhouse and 
pavilion at Bemerton. 

Picture: Jon Williams 


SEPL BRACED FOR FOCIURE CHAOS 


THE Southern Electric Premier League 
is bracing itself for fixture chaos - 
before a ball is even bowled in earnest 
this season. 

Eight local sides are scheduled to play ECB 
Kingfisher Cup national knockout cup first 
round ties on Sunday (April 29) but with grounds 
waterlogged across the region and even more 
rain forecast, prospects of play are virtually nil, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY. 


That means the five ties, which involve the 
likes of Bashley (Rydal), South Wilts and Totton 
& Eling, will all have to be rescheduled - and that 
will throw the Premier League’s own twenty20 
competition into chaos. 

ECB accredited Premier Leagues have been 
forced to bring forward their domestic t20s to 
slot in with the ECB’s own tournament. 

That means the Southern Electric Cup, which 
has a floodlight Ageas Bowl final, has to be 
played far earlier than the league ideally wants - 
starting on Sunday week! 


Eight first round ties, including the 
Hampshire Academy’s debut, are scheduled for 
May 6, but with the Kingfisher Cup taking pri¬ 
ority, some of the SEt20 Cup ties will have to 
take a back seat. 

The extreme weather has all but washed out 
pre-season friendly cricket and the large majori¬ 
ty of clubs will go into next Saturday’s Southern 
Premier and Hampshire League openers having 
had virtually no middle practice. 

But if it rains much more, some teams might 
still be struggling to play next weekend ... 


QUOTES 

of the week 

“This is a very good time to be 
a snooker player. It’s not a 
good time to be an idiot” - 

World Snooker chairman Barry 
Hearn, as the governing body 
consider disciplinary measures 
against Mark Allen. 

“Obviously I didn’t repay them 
too well by coming away with 
a victory but it was nice that 
both sets of fans today gave me 
the reception that I was really 
rather hoping for” - West Brom 
manager Roy Hodgson thanks 
Liverpool fans for their reception 
on his return to Anfield. Albion 
won the game 1-0. 

“Tell me how it is going to 
affect me? I couldn’t care less. 
It makes no difference to my 
life whatsoever - and good luck 
collecting the money. It’s a 
joke. It is very harsh on 
Rangers. I am surprised at how 
harsh the SFA have been on a 
club which is going through 
tough times at the moment. 
Stewart Regan (chief execu¬ 
tive) and Campbell Ogilvie 
(president) should resign and 
get out of Scottish football. The 
SFA want to kick Rangers 
when they are down and I hope 
people remember that. They 
are playing to the media” - 
Rangers owner Craig Whyte after 
being banned for life by SFA. 

“In all honesty you don’t want 
him getting a safety game just 
yet, you want him scaring the 
life out of people” - Stephen 
Maguire salutes gung-ho Belgian 
teenager Luca Brecel after their 
first-round meeting at snooker's 
World Championship. 



“Matters of that nature are for 
the BBC but it 
seemed rather 
unusual” - Royal 
& Ancient chief 
executive Peter , 

Dawson, pic¬ 
tured, appears 
far from con¬ 
vinced by former 
England cricket 
captain Michael 
Vaughan’s role in the BBC’s 
recent Masters golf coverage. 


“When you pick a player, it’s 
like picking a wife or a hus¬ 
band and that’s no exact sci¬ 
ence” - St Louis Rams general 
manager Les Snead gets caught 
up in the excitement ahead of the 
NFL draft. 


Daily Echo 


Great Value Coach Holidays 


COACH HOLIDAYS 

NEWMARKET 
Holidays 



The Investec Derby 
Festival 2012 

Departs 1 June 2012 

Experience drama and excitement as Epsom Downs hosts 
The Derby on this great value two-day break. The 2012 Derby 
will attended by Her Majesty The Queen as she celebrates her 
Diamond Jubilee. With admission to the meeting on two days 
included in the price, plus one night’s accommodation, this 
break is a sure bet. 

Price includes • Return coach travel • One night’s bed and 
continental breakfast accommodation in a three star hotel in the 
London area • Two days’ admission to The Hill Enclosure at Epsom 
Downs Racecourse • The services of a Tour Manager 



Paris and the Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe 

Departs 6 October 2012 

Experience Europe’s richest horse race this Autumn - the Prix 
de I’Arc de Triomphe at Longchamps in the Bois de Boulogne, 
Paris. It’s a spectacle that simply has to be seen - AND you’ll 
have a weekend in Paris to remember! 

Price includes • Return coach travel • Return channel 
crossing by ferry/Eurotunnel • Two nights’ bed and continental 
breakfast accommodation in a three star hotel in the Greater Paris 
area • Coach transfers to and from Longchamps race-course 
• Admission to Longchamps race-course • The services of a 
Tour Manager 


(£) www.newmarket.travel/ncs © 0843 31 6 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. if^ABTA 

Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls cost 4p per minute. Association 
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COMPARISON OF PRESCHOOL 

PARENTING INTERVENTION (COPPI) TRIAL 



Are you the parent/main caregiver of a child aged 
2 years 9 months to 4 years 6 months? 


Accident 

Injury? 


Travel Offer 



• No Win No Fee g 

• Keep 100% J 
ofyour 

compensation 

•ISO 9001 Quality 
Assured Service 


The Investec 
\| Derby 
I Festival 2012 

^ ^ I Departs 1 June 2012 



SOLICITORS 

can: 08451898324 

• Free home visits • Lines open 24/7 
• Consulting offices throughout the region 


Book & see holidays online: 
www.newmarket.travel/ncs 


Brochures & bookings: 

0843 316 1124 

quoting code NCS 



Does your child constantly move around, fidget and wriggle, not listen to you or talk too much at 
meals, during travel, when shopping, watching TV, playing or while visiting friends and relatives? 

If this sounds familiar, you could apply to take part in our exciting and innovative research project 
and get the opportunity, if you are eligible, to take part in a programme designed to help parents and 
overactive children. This will take just 1 to 2 hours of your time each week for a period of 12 weeks. 

We are inviting parents/main caregivers aged 18 years or older of children aged 2 years 9 months 
to 4 years 6 months with significant levels of overactive/hyperactive or inattentive behaviour to 
participate in this research so that we can find out how effective two different parenting programmes 
are in helping such families. 


For further information about the study and to take part in a short interview to see if 
your family is eligible for inclusion in the study, please contact the COPPI Trial team 
at the University of Southampton by phone on 02380 596 652/592 358 or by mobile 
on 078252 56663 or by email klc3g08@soton.ac.uk or visit our Facebook page 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/University-of-Southampton-P-E-D-l-A- 
Study/202198939805102. 


www.swanshopping.com 

Scouting Day » 

Saturday 28 April 

In the Swan Centre Eastleigh Modelsearch 
in association with the Southern Daily Echo 
and Sandra Reynolds Model Agency. 



Potential models are invited to come down to the Swan Centre with their completed entry form 
on Saturday 28 April between 11am and 4pm, when their photograph will be taken. 

After the scouting day, sixty shortlisted contestants’ photographs will appear on the 
Swan Centre Facebook page on Thursday 10 May 2012. 

The shortlisted contestants will then be invited to attend Castings in May when 
the finalists will be chosen to take part in our June Fashion Shows. 

All contestants under 16 must obtain parental consent before attending the scouting days. 

Contestant’s Name 


Address 


Postcode 




FACEBOOK: 

All photographs taken at each stage will be uploaded to the Swan Centre Facebook page. If you do NOT wish to appear on 
the Facebook page please tick this box. □ 

By providing us with your details above you are agreeing that we may contact you with the latest deals, fun offers, events and 
news from the Swan Centre and Southern Daily Echo. We promise not to share your data with anybody else. We process your 
data in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. 

If you do NOT wish to be contacted, by either organisation please tick their box. Swan Centre EH Southern Daily Echo I I 



Rules: The judges decision is final and no cash alternative will be offered. 
Contestants must be prepared to appear in promotional material and on 
the partner websites. No communication will be entered into. 

Closing date Saturday 28 April. 

| sandi reynolds Dail y Ech o 


the swan centre eastleigh 


■swancentre 

relaxing 
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OVER 50s HOME INSURANCE 

Paying more than 

£ 143 ? 




APRIL 2012 



Don't miss out 
this month 


Renewing your home insurance 
this month? We’ve got some 
great deals for responsible home 
owners like you. Choose RIAS 
and you’ll be in good company. 
That’s because over 20% of 
our new customers who took out a combined 
buildings and contents policy between 01.10.11 
and 31.12.11 are already paying less than £143. 


• £1,000,000 buildings cover 
and £50,000 contents cover 
as standard 

• RIAS Home Insurance has 
been awarded a 5 Star 
Rating by Defaqto for its 
comprehensive level of cover 


FREE 

Parker pen* 

- simply get a 
quote before 
30 April. 


So don't miss out! Call our UK call centre today on: 


0800 096 0455 

Lines open 8.30am-8pm Mon-Fri & 8.30am-4pm Sat 


I 


defaqto 


Quoting ref 



★★★★★ 


TA1023 


www.riasxo.uk 


Arias 

Where insurance 
gets better with age 


tone Parker pen per household. Subject to availability. *lf you find comparable cover at 
a better price within 90 days of taking out a policy, we’ll refund the difference as long as 
you haven’t made a claim. RIAS Pic registered office: Deansleigh House, Deansleigh Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 7DU. Registered number: 1324965. Registered in England and 
Wales. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Insurance provided by 
RIAS is not available in the Channel Islands. 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

TOP OF THE RANGE AUTOMATIC REMOTE CONTROLLED 
INSULATED ROLLING GARAGE DOOR RRP £2,150 

NOW JUST £699 

INC VAT & FITTED FREE 

TO SEE THIS AMAZING DOOR WHICH OPERATES WITH A 
SIMPLE PUSH OF A HAND-HELD REMOTE CONTROL 

TEL: 01903 207113 

HANTS - DORSET - W.SUSSEX - BERKS - LONDON 



Call now for a free Owner Information pack: 

0845 268 8779 

or visit www.letmycottage.com 


Let Hoseasons make the most 
of your holiday property... 

Hoseasons is part of the UK's biggest holiday letting agency 
with over 65 years' experience of the UK self-catering 
letting market. 

Join Hoseasons today and benefit from: 

• The UK's biggest holiday accommodation letting agency 

• Database of over 8 million UK holidaymakers 

• Over 13 million website visitors 

• You get paid before guests arrive* 

• A strong presence in the UK travel trade 

• A personal manager 
in your area that knows 
your area 

*Excludes last minute bookings 


H* 


seasons 


Holiday Cottages 


LATE 

AVAILABILITY 
COACH HOLIDAYS 


05 May & 02 June : Bank Holiday Mystery Tour 3 day.£139 

20 May: Nottingham, Peak District & Lincoln 5 day.£289 

20 May: Bournemouth at Leisure 6 day.£239 

21 May: Folkestone, Dover Castle & Brugge 5 day.£269 

21 May: Torquay Steam & Sail 5 day.£247 

25 May: Paris City Break 4 day.£259 

26 May: Welsh Coast - Barmouth 8 day.£476 

27 May : Northumbria 6 day.£409 

28 May: Llandudno & Snowdonia 5 day.£319 

28 May: Rhyl, Snowdonia & Chester 5 day.£217 

28 May: A Cornish Gem 5 day.£365 

28 May: Snowdonia & Little Trains 5 day.£358 

28 May: A Cornish Delight 5 day.£269 

01 Jun : Heart of England Singles Break 5 day.£309 

01 Jun : Italy - Diano Marina All Inclusive 10 day.£779 

02 Jun : Lake Garda and Venice 9 day.£649 

03 Jun : Jersey, Guernsey & Sark 7 day.£679 

03 Jun : Cotswolds & Nostalgic Steam 5 day.£319 

03 Jun : Blackpool and The Lakes 6 day.£309 

03 Jun : Disneyland Paris 4 day.£282 

04 Jun : Ludlow & The Shropshire Hills 5 day.£358 

04 Jun : North Devon - Bideford 5 day.£246 

04 Jun : English Lakes 5 day.£339 

04 Jun : Warners Thoresby Hall 5 day.£425 

08 Jun : Spain - Santa Susana 10 day.£569 

09 Jun : Gardens of Cornwall 8 day.£499 

10 Jun : Jersey by Sea 8 day.£498 

10 Jun : London Eye & Thames Cruise 2 day.£129 

10 Jun : The Somme 5 day.£399 

10 Jun : Picturebook German Medley 6 day.£469 

11 Jun : Pembrokeshire Coast 5 day.£329 

11 Jun : Lake District & Mountain Goat 5 day.£429 

13 Jun : Green Spain - Cantabria 7 day.£447 

15 Jun : Austria - 3 Countries 10 day.£699 

15 Jun : Costa Brava - Roses - 10 day.£619 

16 Jun : Morecambe & The Lakes 8 day.£499 

16 Jun : Summer in the Isle of Wight 8 day.£514 

17 Jun : Shetland and Royal Deeside 7 day.£699 

17 Jun : Ferry Cross The Mersey 6 day.£409 

Contact us now for full details 

Oaktree House 
Lowford 


Bursledon 

Southampton 

Tel (023) 8040 8221 

E-mail : bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
www.angelaholidays.co.uk 
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Advertisement Feature 



How To Choose 
The Right Diet For Your Puppy 


The right, high-quality nutrition will help support 
healthy growth and development in your puppy. 

• Opt for a complete diet formulated for growth to en¬ 
sure that your puppy gets all the vital nutrients they need 
at the right levels. There is no need to add any supple¬ 
ments or extras to a complete diet, and in fact this can 
unbalance the ration. 

• Choose a diet tailored to your puppy’s size. Dogs of 
different sizes can vary in growth rate, life expectancy, 
energy needs and digestive capacity, all influencing 
their nutritional specificities. Royal Canin tailored health 
nutrition products account for your puppy's size and 
even breed to offer the most precise formulation for 
them, supporting optimum health and development. 

• Health nutrition incorporates special nutrients such as 
antioxidants to help support the puppy’s natural de¬ 
fences and prebiotics to promote the development of 
healthy gut bacteria. 

Follow the feeding 
guidelines for growth 
carefully, monitor¬ 
ing your puppy’s 
body condition 
and growth 
rate. Ask your 
vet for advice 
if you are un¬ 
sure. 


Focus On: 

Calcium and Phosphorus 


Calcium is an element which is required in large 
amounts by the body. 99% of the calcium in the 
body is stored in the skeleton where, together with 
phosphorus, it keeps bones strong. Both nutrients also 
have multiple other roles in the body. 

Growing animals have large requirements for these 
minerals - the skeleton is growing rapidly and solidifying 
as the soft cartilage of growing bones becomes hard. 
However, excesses of these minerals can be just as det¬ 
rimental as deficiencies, and it is essential that diets for 
growing animals have the calcium and phosphorous lev¬ 
els carefully balanced. The ratio of calcium to phospho¬ 
rous is just as important as the amount. An unbalanced 
diet, with too much or too little calcium or phosphorous, 
in the wrong ratio, can contribute to skeletal abnormali¬ 
ties in growing animals. In particular, it is important to 
remember that the requirement for calcium and phos¬ 
phorous varies depending on growth rate and mature 
body weight - that is, a small breed dog which reaches 
its adult body weight at a young age has a very differ¬ 
ent requirement to a giant breed dog which can take 2 
years to reach adult body weight. 

The levels of calcium, phosphorus and all vital nutrients 
in Royal Canin’s diets for growing animals are carefully 
checked to ensure they are properly balanced. A diet 
with the correct levels of these nutrients, in the correct 
ratio, will contribute to healthy, steady growth for your 
young pet. 


• When does my pet start teething? 

Puppies will begin teething at 3.5months of age, and all 
teeth will have been replaced by around 7months of 
age. Kittens begin teething at 3months of age, with all 
adult teeth in place by 6months of age. 

• How do I change my pet’s diet? 

It is important to introduce pets onto a new diet gradu¬ 
ally in order to help avoid the possibility of digestive up¬ 
set, particularly in puppies. We suggest: 

- Mix 25% of your new diet with 75% of your pet’s previous 
diet for 2 or 3 days 

- Then mix the two diets 50% and 50% for 2 or 3 days 

- Then mix 75% of the new diet with 25% of the previous 
diet for 2 or 3 days 

- You can now try feeding with 100% of the new diet. 

• How does microchipping work? 

Microchipping is the painless insertion of a microchip un¬ 
der the skin of the neck. If your pet is ever lost or injured 
while away from home, any vet or rescue organisation 
will be able to ‘read’ their chip with a handheld scanner 
meaning that your pet can be reunited with you quickly. 

Your vet can perform the procedure at any of your 
routine appointments, and it literally takes just seconds to 
make your pet identifiable for life. 


Puppy love - how to 
choose the perfect pooch 


A s dogs remain one of the UK’s 
most popular pets, vet Gudi Stut- 
tard discusses why they make 
such great companions and how to 
choose the right puppy for you. 

It is often said that we are a nation of 
animal lovers and it certainly seems that a 
great number of us now choose to share 
our lives with a pet. Rabbits and other 
‘small furries’ are on the increase and cats 
now share the top spot with their canine 
counterparts. However, it seems that the 
classic family dog still holds a very dear 
place in our hearts, with nearly one quar¬ 
ter of UK households having a dog. 

It is no surprise that dogs are such a 
popular choice - it is for good reason that 
they are often referred to as ‘man’s best 
friend' (suggestions please for a more in¬ 
clusive and politically correct alternative). 
While there is delightful diversity within the 
species, dogs are generally renowned 
for being loyal, forming strong bonds 
with their human companions and giv¬ 
ing a real sense of friendship. Being social 
animals they integrate well within human 
households and lifestyles, given the right 
socialisation. And with a great ability to 
learn, they are highly trainable pets, al¬ 
though some individuals catch on more 
quickly than others! 

Owning a dog seems to be of benefit to 
us too. The daily need for exercise gives 
us a great opportunity to get out and 
about, meeting other owners and keep¬ 
ing ourselves fit in the process. And studies 
have shown that keeping a pet actually 
benefits our health and wellbeing, with 
pet owners showing better survival rates 
after heart attacks, having lower blood 
pressures and visiting their GP less often 
for example. 

Children can also benefit 
from growing up with a happy, 
well-adjusted dog in the fam¬ 
ily. It seems that pet-owning 
children have fewer days off 
school through illness and are 
less likely to suffer from aller¬ 
gies later on. Pets also seem to 
have a positive influence on 
social and emotional development too. 

You may already be a proud owner of 
one of the estimated 8 million pet dogs in 
the UK, but if not, perhaps you are consid¬ 
ering getting a puppy at some stage. Of 
course, this is not a decision to be made 
lightly - there is no denying that owning a 
dog is a major commitment and there are 
a number of important considerations first. 

You need to think about whether you 
have the time to devote to a dog. Their 
social nature brings with it a need for 
regular interaction with people and, 
with obesity just as much of a problem in 
dogs as in humans, several daily periods 
of exercise are necessary. Consider your 
finances too - can you afford the costs of 



"Find out about 
the breed you 
are interested 
in and whether 
it is suitable for 
your lifestyle" 



IMAGE: Havanese by Frederic Duhayer 


IMAGE: Australian Shepherd by Frederic Duhayer 

feeding, boarding whilst you are away, 
pet insurance to cover treatment for dis¬ 
ease or injury and the regular costs of rou¬ 
tine veterinary procedures? Let’s face it, 
it’s simply unfair to take on a dog if you 
are unable to pay to help keep it healthy 
and treat it when it is unwell. 

Socialisation and training are a vital 
part of dog ownership, particularly during 
puppyhood. No one wants to deal with a 
badly behaved dog, and an unfriendly 
dog of any size is an unpredictable dan¬ 
ger. So it is imperative that you are willing 
to spend time getting your new puppy 
used to as many different people, places, 
animals and situations as pos¬ 
sible from an early age - once 
past the age of 16 weeks this 
becomes much more difficult. 
A good training programme, 
ideally initiated in puppy 
classes then continued for life, 
helps ensure that your dog is 
easily handled and controlled 
when out and about. 

So this is not a spur of the moment thing. 
Take time, discuss it with the rest of the 
household and when you feel it is right for 
you, next consider where you will get your 
new dog. Unfortunately it is a reality that 
there are plenty of unwanted puppies 
and dogs waiting at rescue centres for 
new homes so these can be a great place 
to start. Staff will thoroughly assess your 
needs and find the right second-chance 
dog for you. You may find a purebreed 
rescue dog, particularly through specific 
breed rescue charities, or you may dis¬ 
cover a truly individual mixed breed. 

If it is a purebreed puppy you are af¬ 
ter do choose your breed carefully and 
try not to be led first and foremost by ap¬ 
pearance or fashion. It is worth 
doing a bit of research - find out 
about the breed you are interest¬ 
ed in and whether it is suitable for 
your lifestyle. Think about the size it 
will grow to and consider whether 
you have the space for a german 
shepherd for example. Have you 
got the time to give a springer 
spaniel the exercise it needs or al¬ 
low a border collie to work or do 
agility? Are you able to spend up 
to an hour a day grooming an Af¬ 
ghan Hound? 


For a purebreed puppy, you will need 
to find a good breeder. Ask lots of ques¬ 
tions and get to know them before you 
decide to buy. Make sure you can visit the 
puppies and see them with their mother 
before committing. The Kennel Club is a 
great source of information on choosing 
the right dog and breeder. 

As the exciting day approaches to 
bring your new puppy home, ensure you 
are prepared for their arrival. Have their 
bed, food and water bowls and a few 
safe toys to hand. Make sure you have a 
small supply of the food the breeder was 
giving and avoid any diet changes until 
they are fully settled in. Register at a good 
veterinary practice as soon as possible in 
case you need to contact them suddenly 
and to arrange for that all-important first 
check-up. When you first visit the practice 
you will have plenty of time to discuss sub¬ 
jects such as flea and worm treatments, 
vaccinations, neutering, microchipping 
and pet insurance. 

Making the decision to get a puppy or 
a dog is a really exciting step and will no 
doubt lead to many years of fun and com¬ 
panionship, benefiting the whole family. 
Just like so many things, being as prepared 
and informed as possible is the best way 
to ensure things run smoothly and get the 
most from your new best friend. 



IMAGE: Brittany Spaniel by Frederic Duhayer 


For a whole host of 
information on caring for 
your new puppy, visit 
http://mypuppyguide.roya!- 
canin.co.uk/ and subscribe to 
the Royal Canin newsletter. 


© Royal Canin SAS 2012 - All rights reserved for Royal Canin and Crown Pet Foods Ltd 
2012. For more information, visit www.royalcanin.co.uk 
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Barclays Premier League 

Everton.... 



4 

Fulham .... 


. 0 

Jelavic 7 pen,40 






Fellaini 16, Cahill 60 





HT 3-0 






Att 31,885 




L 

Liverpool. 


.L 

HT L-L 







Stoke. 



1 

Arsenal.... 


. 1 

Crouch 9 






van Persie 15 

HT 1-1 






Att 27,502 

Sunderlnd 



2 

Bolton. 


.2 

Bendtner 36 





K Davies 26,70 

McClean 55 







HT 1-1 






Att 40,768 

Swansea.. 



4 

Wolves. 


.4 

Orlandi 1 






Fletcher 28 

Allen 4 






Jarvis 33,69 

Dyer 15 






Edwards 54 

Graham 31 







HT 4-2 






Att 19,408 

W.B.A. 



0 

A. Villa. 


. 0 

HT 0-0 






Att 25,984 

Wigan. 



4 

Newcastle.... 

. 0 

Moses 13,15, 

Maloney 36 



Di Santo 45 







HT 4-0 






Att 22,187 




HOME 

AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Man Utd 

35 

14 

2 

2 50 19 12 

3 

2 36 1 3 83 

Man City 

35 

16 

1 

0 51 10 9 

4 

5 36 17 80 

Arsenal 

36 

12 

3 

3 36 14 8 

3 

7 32 30 66 

Newcastle 

35 

11 

5 

2 29 15 7 

3 

7 24 31 62 

Spurs 

34 

11 

3 

3 35 17 6 

5 

6 22 22 59 

Chelsea 

34 

10 

3 

3 33 20 6 

7 

5 23 18 58 

Everton 

35 

9 

3 

6 25 14 5 

6 

6 21 24 51 

Liverpool 

34 

5 

9 

3 20 14 7 

1 

9 20 23 46 

Fulham 

35 

9 

5 

4 34 25 3 

5 

9 11 23 46 

W.B.A. 

36 

6 

3 

9 19 19 7 

4 

7 22 28 46 

Sunderlnd 

36 

7 

7 

4 26 16 4 

5 

9 18 27 45 

Swansea 

36 

7 

7 

4 26 18 4 

4 

10 17 31 44 

Norwich 

35 

6 

6 

5 26 27 5 

4 

9 21 33 43 

Stoke 

35 

7 

6 

4 22 17 4 

4 

10 11 32 43 

A. Villa 

36 

4 

6 

8 19 24 3 

10 

5 17 26 37 

Wigan 

36 

4 

7 

7 19 25 5 

3 

10 19 35 37 

Q.P.R. 

35 

6 

5 

7 23 25 3 

2 

12 16 32 34 

Bolton 

35 

4 

3 

10 20 33 6 

1 

11 21 36 34 

Blackburn 

35 

6 

1 

11 26 32 2 

6 

9 21 41 31 

Wolves 

36 

3 

2 

13 19 43 2 

7 

9 19 36 24 

npower Championship 

Barnsley .. 



0 

Brighton.. 


. 0 

HT 0-0 






Att 10,151 

Birminghm.... 


2 

Reading... 


. 0 

Rooney 24, Elliott 75 pen 




HT 1-0 






Att 25,516 

Burnley.... 



1 

Bristol C.. 


. 1 

Ings 76 






Taylor 81 

HT 0-0 






Att 13,369 

Crystal P.. 



1 

Cardiff. 


. 2 

Zaha 13 





Whittingham 53 







Cowie 62 

HT 1-0 






Att 15,510 

Derby Cty 



1 

Peterboro 


. 1 

Robinson 21 






Ball 82 

HT 1-0 






Att 27,354 

Doncaster 



2 

Ipswich... 


. 3 

Robert 34 




Smith 10, Stevenson 29 

Beye 90 





Scotland 79 pen 

HT 1-2 






Att 9,764 

Leeds Utd 



1 

Leicester. 


. 2 

Webber 82 






Waghorn 39 






Panayiotou 90 

HT 0-1 






Att 25,664 

Millwall. 



2 

Blackpool 


. 2 

Keogh 12 






Evatt 27 

Kane 83 






Dicko 71 

HT 1-1 






Att 13,122 

Nottm For 



2 

POMPEY.. 


. 0 

Blackstock 70,89 






HT 0-0 






Att 23,625 

SAINTS... 



4 

Coventry.. 


. 0 

Sharp 16 







Fonte 19 







Hooiveld 59 







Lai Ian a 63 







HT 2-0 






Att 32,363 

Southampton 

are 

promoted. 



Watford... 



2 

Middlesbro.. 

. 1 

Iwelumo 69 






Emnes 85 

Deeney 88 







HT 0-0 






Att 14,022 

West Ham 



2 

Hull . 


. 1 

Cole 36,49 






Evans 81 

HT 1-0 






Att 35,000 




HOME 

AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Reading 

46 14 

5 

4 36 18 13 

3 

7 33 23 89 

SAINTS 

46 

16 

4 

3 49 18 10 

6 

7 36 28 88 

West Ham 

46 

11 

8 

4 41 26 13 

6 

4 40 22 86 

Birminghm 

46 

13 

9 

1 37 14 7 

7 

9 41 37 76 

Blackpool 

46 13 

7 

3 42 21 7 

8 

8 37 38 75 

Cardiff 

46 

11 

7 

5 37 29 8 

1_1_ 

4 29 24 75 

Middlesbro 

46 

8 

10 

5 22 21 10 

6 

7 30 30 70 

Hull 

46 

12 

4 

7 28 22 7 

7 

9 19 22 68 

Leicester 

46 

11 

6 

6 36 22 7 

6 

10 30 33 66 

Brighton 

46 

11 

8 

4 36 21 6 

7 

10 16 31 66 

Watford 

46 

10 

6 

7 32 33 6 

10 

7 24 31 64 

Derby Cty 

46 

11 

4 

8 28 23 7 

6 

10 22 35 64 

Burnley 

46 

7 

9 

7 33 27 10 

2 

11 28 31 62 

Leeds Utd 

46 

9 

3 

11 34 41 8 

7 

8 31 27 61 

Ipswich 

46 

11 

3 

9 39 32 6 

7 

10 30 45 61 

Millwall 

46 

7 

7 

9 27 30 8 

5 

10 28 27 57 

Crystal P 

46 

7 

11 

5 22 19 6 

6 

11 24 32 56 

Peterboro 

46 

10 

3 

10 41 38 3 

8 

12 26 39 50 

Nottm For 

46 

6 

5 

12 21 32 8 

3 

12 27 31 50 

Bristol C 

46 

7 

6 

10 26 32 5 

7 

11 18 36 49 

Barnsley 

46 

9 

4 

10 31 37 4 

5 

14 18 37 48 

POMPEY 

46 

10 

5 

8 30 24 3 

6 

14 20 35 40 

Coventry 

46 

8 

7 

8 28 26 1 

6 

16 13 39 40 

Doncaster 

46 

4 

8 

11 22 35 4 

4 15 21 45 36 

"Portsmouth deducted 10 points for entering admin- 

i strati on 







npower League One 


Brentford.1 

Donaldson 62 pen 
HT 0-1 

Bury.0 

HT 0-0 

Carlisle.4 

Zoko 34,77 
Cook 42 
Noble 51 
HT 2-1 

Exeter are relagated. 


Sheff Wed.2 

Treacy 38 
□ era 66 
Att 7,381 

Oldham.0 

Att 5,111 

Exeter.1 

Sercombe 35 


Att 6,029 


Colchester.4 Tranmere.2 

Henderson 4, Eastman 46 Wallace 52 


Goodison 66 og 


Cassidy 72 

Sears 84 

HT 1-0 


Att 4,061 

Hartlepool .2 

Levton O 

1 

Sweeney 23 

Campbell-Ryce 34 

Noble 73 

HT 1-1 


Att 4,502 

Preston.2 

Charlton .... 

.2 

Hunt 57 


Haynes 11 

Alexander 90 


N Guessan 35 

HT 0-2 


Att 12,029 

Rochdale.1 

M K Dons .. 

. 2 

Akpa Akpro 85 


O Shea 3 

HT 0-1 


Bowditch 58 
Att 2,212 

Scunthorpe .1 

CHERRIES 

. 1 

Thompson 79 


McDermott 42 

HT 0-1 


Att 4,422 

Sheff Utd.L 

Stevenage. 

.L 

HT L-L 

Walsall.1 

Huddersfld 

.1 

Cuvelier 49 


Novak 2 

HT 0-1 


Att 4,646 

Wycombe.3 

Notts Cnty. 

. 4 

Bloomfield 1 


Bog dan o vie 3 

Basey 17 pen 


Judge 40,90 

Beavon 68 


Adebola 89 

HT 2-2 


Att 5,947 

Wycombe are relegated. 

Yeovil.3 

Chesterfld . 

. 2 

Blizzard 26, Agard 73 


Bowery 8 

Williams 80 


Whitaker 69 

HT 1-1 


Att 4,563 

Chesterfield are relegated. 


HOME 

AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Charlton 

45 

14 

6 

2 43 18 

15 

5 

3 36 16 98 

Sheff Wed 

45 

16 

4 

2 46 19 

11 

5 

7 33 29 90 

Sheff Utd 

44 

16 

3 

3 52 25 

11 

4 

7 36 22 88 

M K Dons 

45 

12 

6 

4 45 21 

10 

8 

5 39 25 80 

Huddersfld 

45 

13 

6 

3 33 19 

7 12 

4 44 28 78 

Notts Cnty 

45 

12 

5 

5 38 28 

8 

5 

10 33 34 70 

Stevenage 

44 

9 

10 

3 

33 23 

8 

8 

6 31 19 69 

Carlisle 

45 

12 

7 

4 

41 30 

6 

8 

8 23 34 69 

Brentford 

45 

10 

6 

7 

36 24 

7 

7 

8 24 26 64 

Colchester 

45 

8 

11 

4 

38 33 

5 

9 

8 22 29 59 

Hartlepool 

45 

6 

6 

11 

21 22 

8 

8 

6 27 30 56 

Bury 

45 

8 

8 

7 

31 32 

7 

3 

12 29 44 56 

Tranmere 

45 

9 

10 

3 

26 15 

5 

3 

15 22 37 55 

CHERRIES 

45 

8 

5 

9 

22 23 

6 

8 

9 25 29 55 

Preston 

45 

7 

9 

7 

30 35 

6 

6 

10 24 32 54 

Yeovil 

45 

10 

3 

10 

34 41 

4 

9 

9 25 37 54 

Scunthorpe 

45 

5 

10 

8 

28 33 

5 

11 

6 26 25 51 

Oldham 

45 

8 

5 

9 

24 25 

5 

7 

11 24 40 51 

Walsall 

45 

7 

9 

7 

27 27 

2 

11 

9 23 30 47 

Leyton O 

45 

5 

6 

11 

21 33 

7 

5 

11 25 41 47 

Wycombe 

45 

7 

6 10 37 38 

4 

4 

14 28 48 43 

Chesterfld 

45 

7 

6 

9 24 30 

3 

6 

14 30 48 42 

Exeter 

45 

8 

7 

7 29 27 

2 

4 

17 15 46 41 

Rochdale 

45 

6 

8 

9 30 39 

2 

6 

14 16 40 38 


npower League Two 


Aldershot.2 

Vincenti 20 
Madjo 56 
HT 1-2 

Barnet.4 

Holmes 33 
Deering 81 
May 86 
Hughes 90 
HT 1-0 

Bristol R.5 


Harrold 11,22 pen 


Dorman 29 
Lund 58,78 
HT 3-1 

Cheltnham.3 

Spencer 46,63 
Burgess 71 
HT 0-1 

Crawley.0 

HT 0-0 

Macclesfld.0 

HT 0-0 

Morecambe.2 

Burrow 51 
Alessandra 70 
HT 0-1 

Northmptn.1 

Wilson 41 
HT 1-0 

Oxford Utd.0 

HT 0-2 

Shrewsbry.1 

Collins 38 
HT 1-0 

Swindon.5 

Ritchie 38, Benson 51,65 
Flint 67, Connell 85 
HT 1-0 

Torquay.1 

Stevens 53 
HT 0-0 


Rotherham.2 

Evans 11 pen 
Hoskins 30 
Att 2,578 

AFC Wimbledon.0 


Att 4,422 

Acc Stanley.1 

McIntyre 38 


Att 7,073 

Bradford.1 

Wells 8 
Att 3,930 

Hereford.3 

Colbeck 55 
Arquin 77,83 
Att 4,615 

Burton Albion.2 

Maghoma 81, Zola 90 
Att 2,760 

Plymouth.2 

Young 4 
Purse 83 
Att 2,313 

Gillingham.1 

Kuffour 54 
Att 5,832 

Southend.2 

Hall 19, Mohsni 31 
Att 9,356 

Dagenham.0 

Att 9,441 

Port Vale.0 


Att 12,864 

Crewe.1 

Powell 90 
Att 3,802 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pt 

Swindon 

45 

19 

3 

1 

49 

8 

10 

2 

10 26 24 92 

Shrewsbry 

45 

18 

5 

0 37 12 

8 

5 

9 28 26 88 

Crawley 

45 

14 

5 

4 47 25 

8 10 

4 28 29 81 

Torquay 

45 

12 

8 

3 36 23 

11 

4 

7 25 24 81 

Southend 

45 

11 

6 

5 34 18 

13 

2 

8 41 

30 80 

Cheltnham 

45 

13 

5 

5 32 16 

9 

3 

10 32 33 74 

Crewe 

45 

11 

5 

6 36 26 

9 

6 

8 29 31 71 

Oxford Utd 

45 

10 

9 

4 

36 

24 

7 

8 

7 

23 

21 68 

Gillingham 

45 

12 

4 

6 

42 

27 

7 

6 

10 

35 

35 67 

Rotherham 

45 

12 

3 

7 

30 

21 

6 

9 

8 

36 

41 66 

Aldershot 

45 

11 

5 

7 

26 

19 

8 

3 

11 

26 

31 65 

Bristol R 

45 

10 

6 

7 

37 

29 

5 

6 

11 

23 

37 57 

Acc Stanley 

45 

11 

4 

7 

34 

32 

3 

11 

9 

20 

33 57 

Morecambe 

45 

6 

6 

11 

31 

29 

8 

8 

6 

32 

26 56 

Port Vale 

45 

11 

3 

8 

35 

26 

8 

6 

9 

30 

34 56 

Burton Albion45 

8 

7 

7 

23 

30 

6 

5 

12 

30 

49 54 

AFC W'don 

45 

8 

4 

10 

36 

39 

6 

5 

12 

23 

38 51 

Bradford 

45 

8 

8 

6 

34 

27 

4 

5 

14 

20 

32 49 

Northmptn 

45 

6 

6 

11 

30 

43 

6 

5 

11 

25 

35 47 

Dagenham 

45 

8 

3 

11 

27 

35 

5 

5 

13 

19 

37 47 

Plymouth 

45 

6 

9 

7 

22 

24 

4 

7 

12 

24 

38 46 

Barnet 

45 

6 

6 

11 

29 

39 

5 

4 

13 

21 

39 43 

Hereford 

45 

4 

5 

13 20 39 

5 

9 

9 27 29 41 

Macclesfld 

45 

5 

11 

7 25 26 

3 

2 

17 14 36 37 


"Port Vale deducted 10 points for entering administration 



YOU BEAUTY: Billy Sharp celebrates after deflecting in Saints’ 
opener in their promotion-sealing 4-0 win over Coventry at St 
Mary’s. See pages 2-9 for match report and reaction. 


Clydesdale Bank Premier 


Dundee Utd.2 

Flood 32 

Mackay-Steven 65 
HT 1-1 

Dunfrmline.3 

Cardie 56 
Kirk 68,77 
HT 0-0 

Kilmarnock.4 

Fowler 14 
Nelson 66 
Shi els 80,85 
HT 1-2 

Motherwell.5 

Higdon 17 pen 
Law 20 
Murphy 52 
Ojamaa 83,87 
HT 2-0 


Hearts 


Aberdeen. 


. 2 

Skacel 35 
Novikovas 83 
Att 7,001 

. 0 


Att 3,501 

Inverness CT.3 

McKay 29,35 
Williams 90 

Att 3,848 

St Johnstn.1 

Craig 59 pen 


Att 4,743 


HOME AWAY 



P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Celtic 

34 14 

1 

1 32 613 

2 

3 43 14 84 

Rangers 

34 

11 

4 

2 33 14 13 

0 

4 35 11 66 

Motherwell 

35 

9 

3 

6 27 22 8 

4 

5 21 20 58 

Dundee Utd 

35 

7 

6 

5 26 16 7 

5 

5 33 29 53 

St Johnstn 

35 

6 

2 

9 20 26 8 

6 

4 23 17 50 

Hearts 

35 

10 

0_ 

7 28 18 4 

7 _ 

7 15 19 49 

Kilmarnock 

35 

7 

6 

5 28 32 3 

7 

7 13 25 43 

Aberdeen 

35 

6 

7 

4 21 14 3 

5 10 13 27 39 

St Mirren 

34 

5 

6 

6 22 24 2 

9 

6 14 26 36 

Inverness CT35 

4 

4 

9 17 27 4 

4 10 22 33 32 

Hibernian 

34 

1 

7 10 13 30 5 

2 

9 21 33 27 

Dunfrmline 

35 

1 

7 10 21 42 4 

2 

11 18 34 24 

"Rangers deducted 10 points for going into adminis- 

tration 







| Scottish Division One 1 

Ayr Utd. 



3 

Dundee. 


.2 

Parker 61,84 






Conroy 14 

R Robertson 89 





Milne 70 

HT 0-1 






Att 1,656 

Livingston .... 


0 

Morton. 


. 0 

HT 0-0 






Att 1,571 

Partick. 



1 

Falkirk. 


. 1 

McGuigan 24 






Alston 71 

HT 1-0 






Att 2,586 

Raith. 



3 

Queen Sth 


. 1 

Graham 15 





Carmichael 58 

Baird 54 







Clarke 90 







HT 1-0 







Ross Cnty. 


5 

Hamilton... 


. 1 

McMenamin 5 





McAlister 46 

Brittain 40,54 







Kettlewell 47 







Gardyne 77 







HT 2-0 










HOME 

AWAY 


P 

W 

D 

L F A W 

D 

L F A Pt 

Ross Cnty 

35 

11 

7 

0 40 14 10 

6 

1 27 15 76 

Dundee 

35 

6 

5 

6 24 20 8 

5 

5 28 23 52 

Falkirk 

35 

8 

6 

3 26 19 4 

7 

7 24 27 49 

Livingston 

35 

5 

6 

7 26 29 8 

3 

6 30 24 48 

Hamilton 

35 

8 

2 

7 31 28 6 

4 

8 22 26 48 

Partick 

35 

7 

6 

5 27 16 5 

4 

8 21 21 46 

Morton 

35 

5 

5 

7 23 26 5 

7 

6 16 26 42 

Raith 

35 

7 

4_ 

7 24 21 3 

7 _ 

7 19 27 41 

Ayr Utd 

35 

5 

7 

6 22 25 4 

4 

9 20 39 38 

Queen Sth 

35 

6 

5 

6 18 26 1 

6 

11 17 33 32 


Scottish Division Two 

Airdrie Utd. 

Lynch 51 

Bain 88 

HT 0-0 

Arbroath. 

CM O 

East Fife.0 

Att 1,223 

Stenhsmuir.2 

HT 0-2 

Brechin. 

McKenzie 22 pen,25 

HT 2-1 

Forfar. 

Byers 3,30 

Ross 28 

Coyne 84 

HT 3-0 

Stirling A. 

Davidson 57 

HT 0-0 

P W 

Cowdenbth 35 13 

Anderson 11 
Rodgers 20 
Att 643 

2 Cowdenbth.2 

McKenzie 30 
Armstrong 54 
Att 487 

4 Albion R.0 

Att 554 

1 Dumbarton.2 

Jacobs 78 og 
Dargo 90 
Att 709 

HOME AWAY 

D LFAWD LFAPt 

3 1 37 10 7 7 4 31 19 70 

Arbroath 35 10 

5 

3 44 23 6 7 4 29 27 60 

Dumbarton 35 9 

2 

6 26 28 7 5 6 31 31 55 

Airdrie Utd 35 9 

4 

5 43 30 5 5 7 25 30 51 

Stenhsmuir 35 9 

2 

6 31 21 6 4 8 22 26 51 

East Fife 35 7 

4 

6 26 26 7 2 9 28 28 48 

Brechin 35 5 

6 

7 24 30 5 5 7 21 28 41 

Forfar 35 6 

5 

7 33 34 4 4 9 24 37 39 

Albion R 35 6 

6 

5 24 20 4 1 13 18 44 37 

Stirling A 35 4 

5 

9 22 29 4 2 11 22 40 31 

Scottish Division Three 

Annan Athletic.. 

0 

Peterhead.3 

HT 0-1 


Deasley 21 
MacDonald 49 
McAllister 84 
Att 408 

Clyde. 

1 

Alloa.1 

Scullion 65 


May 6 

HT 0-1 


Att 748 

E Stirling. 

2 

Berwick.1 

Horner 6 


Currie 70 pen 

Sheerin 18 

HT 2-0 


Att 277 

Elgin. 

2 

Montrose.1 

Gunn 35 


Boyle 75 

Macphee 56 

HT 1-0 


Att 901 

Stranraer. 

2 

Queens Park.3 

Grehan 64 


Long worth 10,65 

Aitken 73 pen 


Quinn 67 

HT 0-1 


Att 458 


HOME AWAY 

P W 

D 

LFAWD LFAPt 

Alloa 35 13 

3 

1 42 12 10 4 4 27 26 76 

Queens Park 35 10 

4 

3 40 14 9 2 7 29 31 63 

Stranraer 35 10 

2 

6 43 33 7 5 5 34 23 58 

Elgin 35 11 

3 

4 43 17 4 6 7 22 42 54 


Annan Athletic35 7 5 


Peterhead 
Berwick 
Clyde 
Montrose 
E Stirling 


35 6 5 
35 5 5 
35 5 5 
35 6 3 
35 5 4 


6 28 26 

6 23 23 

7 29 28 

8 24 23 

8 29 33 

9 24 33 


6 4 7 24 26 48 
8 1 9 26 30 48 

6 7 5 31 30 45 

3 6 8 11 22 35 

4 2 12 24 42 35 

1 2 14 14 53 24 


Grey panels indicate High-scoring games 
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Local non-league results 


BLUE SQUARE BET CONFERENCE 
South 

Boreham Wood 4 Tonbridge Angels 2 
Chelmsford 2 Woking 3Dorchester 1 Bromley 1 
Eastbourne Borough 1 Salisbury City 3 
Havant & Waterlooville 3 Staines 2 
Maidenhead 4 Eastleigh 3 
Sutton 2 Farnborough 0 
Thurrock 0 Hampton & Richmond 2 
Truro 1 Dartford 1 Welling 1 Basingstoke 1 
Weston-super-Mare 1 Dover 1 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Totton pp Bedford 

Barwell 1 Evesham 1 

Bashley 2 Hemel Hempstead 0 

Brackley pp St Albans 

Cambridge City 1 Swindon Supermarine 1 

Chippenham 1 Arlesey 1 

Cirencester pp Banbury 

Frame 1 Stourbridge 1 

Hitchin 0 Oxford City 3 

Leamington pp Chesham 

Redd itch 2 Weymouth 0 

Division One South & West 

Bridgwater 3 Didcot 2 

Clevedon 0 Cinderford 2 

Gosport Borough 2 Bishops Cleeve 1 

Halesowen 0 Taunton 1 

Hungerford 3 North Leigh 6 

Poole Town 3 Bideford 1 

Stourport Swifts 2 Mangotsfield 1 

Thatcham 3 Wimborne 2 

Tiverton 0 Abingdon Utd 0 

Yate 1 Sholing 1 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Alton 1 Romsey 2 

Blackfield & Langley 2 Bemerton HH 1 

Brading pp Hamworthy Utd 

Christchurch pp Alresford 

Downton 3 Lymington 1 

Fareham pp Winchester City 

GE Hamble 2 Totton & Eling 1 

Hayling Utd 3 New Milton 3 

Laverstock & Ford 2 Bournemouth Poppies 2 

Moneyfields 5 Fawley 2 

Newport loW pp Horndean 

Division One: 

AFC Portchester pp Andover NS 
Amesbury 4 Whitchurch 1 
Brockenhurst pp US Portsmouth 
Cowes Sports 0 Pewsey Vale 3 
East Cowes Vies pp Warminster 
Fleet Spurs pp Team Solent 
Hythe & Dibden 5 Ringwood 2 
Petersfield 2 Verwood 4 
Stockbridge 2 Tadley Calleva 1 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

Senior Division 

Fleetlands pp Colden Common 
Liss Athletic 2 Sporting BW 7 
Otterbourne 2 Hedge End Rangers 3 
Paulsgrove 2 Bournemouth Sports 1 
OK Southampton pp AFC Stoneham 
University of Portsmouth 1 Liphook 2 
Combination 
Liphook pp Hamble Club 
Overton 2 Sporting BW 3 

WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Wimborne 3 Eastleigh 5 

Division One West 

Lymington Town 2 Laverstock & Ford 2 
Romsey pp East Cowes Vies 
Totton & Eling pp Ringwood 
Division One East 
Tadley Calleva pp Alresford 
Whitchurch pp Hayling Utd 

DREW SMITH SOUTHAMPTON LEAGUE 
HAMPSHIRE JUNIOR A CUP FINAL 

FC Wellington pp Hook 

Senior 1 

Cadnam United pp Burridge AFC 
Hythe Aztecs pp Thornhill HK 
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